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Welcome

Alaska SAF annual meetings have always been in-person events that provide opportunities 
to share knowledge and experiences members can use in their workplace and local chapters, 
introduce and meet new members, and facilitate networking opportunities with foresters and 
natural resource professionals throughout Alaska. 

In light of the ongoing pandemic, we made the switch to a virtual setting. While this socially 
distanced meeting might not enable the hallway conversations that we are accustomed to, 
our profession is no stranger to disturbance and adaptation. We are accustomed to the distur-
bances that require writing of management plans, and adapting to evolving societal views of 
what it means to practice forestry. 

The Alaska SAF annual meeting provides SAF members an opportunity to learn about forest 
management in different parts of the state, and exchange ideas with other forestry and natural 
resources professionals. 

The speakers at this year’s meeting were selected to highlight forest management issues at 
the different Alaska SAF Chapters and represent the diversity of forest types across the state. 

Enjoy the conference, 
Ed Morgan, Alaska State SAF Chair

2021 AKSAF Annual Meeting Planning Committee
CFE
Brian Kleinhenz

Registration/NW Office
Melinda Olson
Andrea Watts

Publicity
Ed Morgan
Andrea Watts

Program
Ed Morgan, Alaska State SAF Chair
Bob Durland, Dixon Entrance Chair 
Greg Dunn, Sitka Chair
Brian Kleinhenz, Juneau Chair
Mitch Michaud, Cook Inlet Chair
Dan Rees, Yukon River Chair
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Virtual Participation

Internet connectivity is required in 
order to access the 2021 Washington 
State Society of American Foresters 
Annual Meeting.  The sessions will 
take place in Zoom Webinar, and the 
virtual coffee chat will take place in 
Zoom meetings. 

Attendees are solely responsible for 
the integrity of their internet connec-
tion and electronic equipment function. 
We recommend downloading the 
Zoom application in advance from 
www.zoom.com

Each registrant will receive a Zoom 
link via email and are discouraged 
from sharing their individual login 
information. 

Please note: A webcam is required for 
presenters but not for attendees. 

Questions about the Presentation?

Use the Questions and Answer (Q&A) 
button in Zoom to ask a question! 
Look for the toolbar at the top or bot-
tom of your screen. Need general help 
or need to send a message to orga-
nizers? Use the chat button and type 
your message. 

Consent Clause

Registration, attendance at, or
participation in the 2021 Alaska Soci-
ety of American Foreters Annual Meet-
ing constitutes an agreement by the 
registrant to the use and distribution 
(both now and in the future) of the reg-
istrant or attendee’s image, voice, and/
or virtual meeting chat messages in 
photographs and audio/video record-
ings for SAF’s educational outreach 
and promotion of event and SAF as an 
organization. 

SAF reserves the right to record entire 
presentations. SAF’s use and distribu-
tion of recordings is contingent upon 
presenter approval and not attendee 
approval.

Continuing Education Credits Protocol

The AKSAF 2021 Annual Meeting will be presented in a virtual format. CFEs are available from SAF.
The following is the protocol agreed upon by the National Office.

For each day, there are 1.5 Category 1 CFE credits available for a total of 7.5 CFE credits that may 
be earned for attending the entire annual meeting. 

Watching and participating in the online meeting is a requirement to earn the CFEs for a given day. To 
confirm that attendees fulfill these requirements, at the end of each session attendees must provide 
their SAF member number via Chat to the meeting host. 

About SAF

The mission of the Society of American Foresters is to advance sustainable 
management of forest resources through science, education, and technology; to 
enhance the competency of its members; to establish professional excellence; 
and to use our knowledge, skills, and conservation ethic to ensure the continued 
health, integrity, and use of forests to benefit society in perpetuity.

All forestry and natural resource management students and graduates are eligi-
ble for membership with SAF. Our members represent the entire spectrum of the 

forestry profession— nonprofit organizations, forest products industry, public lands, universities, and 
independent contractors. SAF is the collective voice and community for consultants, researchers, 
managers, field foresters, business owners, specialists, technicians,and more. Join our community 
today! Visit eforester.org.
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Agenda

MONDAY, April 12 – Dixon Entrance SAF Chapter
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.*  Opening Remarks, Gene Kodama, SAF President

   Sheila Spores, US Forest Service, A partnership with the State—
an overview of the joint efforts to improve inventory information and forest 
management planning on the Tongass

Tessa Axelson, Alaska Forest Association, Habitat Restoration Considerations 
for the Forestland Owner

TUESDAY, April 13 – Sitka SAF Chapter
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.  Opening Remarks, Terry Baker, SAF CEO 

   Allen Brakley, US Forest Service (ret), Facts and Fiction about the Dawn 
Redwood (Metasequoia glyptostroboides (Hu & Cheng)) growing in Sitka 
Alaska 

WEDNESDAY, April 14 – Juneau SAF Chapter
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.  Dave D’Amore, US Forest Service PNW Research Station, Soil-plant interaction

in the Northeast Pacific coastal temperate rainforests-insights from plot and land-
scape investigations

Arianna Lapke, Tlingit tribal government the Hoonah Indian Association, Engag-
ing Southeast Alaska Youth in Natural Resource Management

THURSDAY, April 15 – Cook Inlet SAF Chapter
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.  Jason Moan, Alaska Division of Forestry, 2020 Cooperative Forest Health 

Surveys – a year without flights 

Clay Hoyt, Chugachmiut, Inc., Developing a Multispectral UAV Tool for Early 
Detection of Spruce Bark Beetle in Alaska

FRIDAY, April 16 – Yukon River SAF Chapter
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.  Will Putman, Tanana Chiefs Conference, and Jeremy Douse, Alaska Division of 

Forestry, Interior Alaska wildfire fuels management on tribal, municipal and state 
lands 

Melissa Boyd, Northern Arizona University, Michelle Mack, Northern Arizona 
University, and Jen Schmidt, University of Alaska-Anchorage, Impacts of fuel 
reduction treatments on fire behavior and ecosystem processes in Alaskan black 
spruce forests: long-term data and plans for future research  

Unable to attend all the presentations? Each session will be recorded and posted on YouTube. 

*All times are in ADT
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Congratulations to the 2021 AKSAF
Scholarship Recipients

Eli Knapp, Mike Hoyt Scholarship

Eli will be sophomore this fall at University of Alaska Fairbanks. He is seeking a Bachelor of Science 
in natural resources and the environment along with a minor in emergency management. Eli is inter-
ested in working in state or federal emergency management. He developed this interest after working 
as a wildland firefighter for the State of Alaska in 2020. 

Eli hails from Big Lake, Alaska and is an avid outdoorsman, enjoying skiing, fishing, rock climbing 
and mountain biking in his spare time. Eli was a snowshoe coach for the Special Olympics for seven 
years.
The Mike Hoyt Society of American Foresters Scholarship provides scholarships for undergraduate 
students of at least junior class standing or graduate students pursuing a forestry option within the 
natural resources management major.

Eva Burk, Begalka

As a member of the Nenana Native Association, Eva is looking to support indigenous people in man-
aging and helping to set policies for natural resources. She is pursuing a Master of Science in natu-
ral resources management integrating economics, renewable energy, and sustainable agriculture in 
support of food security with recognition for high energy costs. 

Eva emphasizes the importance of providing opportunity for youth to stay in their villages to maintain 
subsistence traditions and food supplies. She seeks to help youth and elders develop cultural and 
shareholder development programs for education, training, and career counseling.

The Walt Begalka Memorial Scholarship provides scholarships to undergraduate or graduate students 
pursuing a forestry option within the natural resources management major at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks.

Wyatt Parker, Tindall

Wyatt will be a junior this fall at the University of Alaska Fairbanks seeking a Bachelor of Science in 
natural resource management. He is interested in working for state parks or the National Park Sys-
tem. While Wyatt is from Florida, he is interested in staying here in Alaska. He is an Eagle Scout, 
a member of the ASUAF Student Senate, active in the Residence Hall Association, and part of the 
Moore Community Council.
The Society of American Foresters (SAF)/Richard W. and Margery Tindall Scholarship provides 
scholarships to undergraduate or graduate students pursuing a forestry option within the natural re-
sources management major at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 



 
Page 6

Biographies of Presenters

Sheila Spores came to work on the Tongass in 1992 as a cooperative education 
student while studying at the University of Montana (Go Griz!). As a cooperative 
education student, she mostly focused on silviculture but was exposed to the 
many aspects of resource management during that time. She moved full time to 
Ketchikan in 1996 after completing a Bachelor of Science in forest management 
and a Master of Science in ecosystem management. The plan was to spend two 
years in Ketchikan and then move somewhere sunnier and warmer. Twenty-five 
years later, still in Ketchikan, she is currently the Forest Management Staff Officer 
for the Tongass. 

On the way to oversight of the Forest’s timber program, she spent time as a dis-
trict silviculturist on the Ketchikan and Wrangell Ranger Districts and the vegeta-
tion program manager on the Seward Ranger District on the Chugach National 

Forest before moving to the Forest’s Supervisor Office as the Forest Silviculturist, spending much of her time in 
that position working on all things related to young growth forest management and the eventual planned transi-
tion to a program of primarily young growth harvest. She has been in her current position for two years. Out-
side of work she has been involved in youth sports in the community, been a part of Ketchikan’s Tree Board, 
has a volunteer radio show at the local public radio station and enjoys hiking with her red heeler and taking 
photographs of wildflowers.

Tessa Axelson is the Executive Director for the Alaska Forest Association. She holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in political science and Masters of Public Administration from the 
University of Alaska Anchorage. 

Tessa has 20+ years of professional experience in variety of private, state, and federal 
sectors. She is a lifelong Alaskan, and is proud to be raising her boys Elliott and Roger 
in Ketchikan, Alaska, where she and her husband were also born and raised. 

Dr. Allen M. Brackley was born and educated in the state of Maine. His education 
includes a Bachelor of Science in forest utilization, a Master of Science in forest 
products, and a PhD in business and economics. Most of his professional career 
has been spent working for private sector firms (Prentiss & Carlisle Co., Inc., Ban-
gor, Maine; J.D. Irving Ltd., Saint John, New Brunswick; and, Industrial Forestry 
Service Limited, Prince George, British Columbia) as a Land Manager and Re-
source Analysts. 

In the private sector he was often involved in the due diligence aspects of projects 
to select sites for new forest products production firms, evaluate opportunities for 
purchasing wood, evaluation of markets for products, and investments in forest 

land. He moved to Alaska in 2001 and initially was employed at the Director of the University of Alaska Fair-
banks CSREES Forest Products Program in Sitka. In 2004 he accepted employment with the U.S. Forest 
Service as Team Leader of the Alaska Wood Research and Development Center in Sitka. He retired from the 
U.S. Forest Service on December 31, 2019.
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David D’Amore is a research soil scientist with the Pacific Northwest Research Sta-
tion. His current research focus is developing carbon cycle budgets that incorporate 
both long-term terrestrial stocks and the gaseous and dissolved carbon fluxes within 
them. D’Amore received his  from Oregon State University and his PhD from the Uni-
versity of Alaska Fairbanks.

Arianna Lapke is the Youth Engagement Coordinator for the Tlingit tribal government, 
the Hoonah Indian Association (HIA). Arianna leads the summer youth employment 
program Training Rural Alaskan Youth Leaders and Students (TRAYLS), a paid op-
portunity for teens and young adults to learn about natural resource management and 
monitoring as well as develop their leadership skills. She also does work in the school 
and is currently coordinating a Fisheries Technology college course (offered by UAS) 
to involve high school students in fisheries management and related careers.

Clay Hoyt is a forester for the Alaska Native nonprofit organization, Chugachmiut. 
Originally from Montana, Clay started his Alaska pursuit out of high school; commer-
cial fishing in Cook Inlet, the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea. After a few years, dry 
ground called and Clay completed his bachelor’s degree in forest management at the 
University of Montana in 2015. 

Clay has a broad background in forestry having worked in timber management, in-
ventory and wildland fire before coming to Chugachmiut. Currently, Clay is a graduate 
student in environmental science at Alaska Pacific University.

Jason Moan has been the Forest Health Program Manager for the Alaska Division 
of Forestry since late 2013. With a spruce beetle outbreak occurring in Southcentral 
Alaska since 2016, his recent program and outreach efforts have focused largely on 
that insect. 

Prior to joining the Alaska Division of Forestry, Jason spent several years with the 
North Carolina Forest Service, working in southern pine beetle prevention and later 
coordinating the Forest Health Monitoring program for that agency. Jason is originally 
from eastern Washington and holds a Bachelor of Science in forest resources from the 
University of Idaho and a Master of Science in forestry from Virginia Tech. 
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Will Putman is the Forestry Director at Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC), a nonprofit 
tribal organization serving 42 tribal communities in interior Alaska.  He has a Bachelor 
of Science in forestry from the University of Montana and a Master of Science in natu-
ral resource management from the University of Alaska Fairbanks.  

He has worked as a forester at TCC since 1985, helping to deliver a variety of forest 
management services to rural interior Alaska communities, including forest inventory, 
compiling of stewardship and forest management plans, hazardous fuel reduction 
projects, biomass resource assessments, biomass harvest plans, timber sale admin-
istration, forest development projects, reforestation projects, and forestry research 

projects.  He has also been actively working with GIS, remote sensing, and relational database technologies 
since the late 1980s.

Jeremy Douse is the Northern Regional forester for the Alaska Division of Forestry. 
The Northern Region is the fire protection agency in the Fairbanks, Delta, Tok and 
Copper River areas and completely encompasses the Tanana Valley State Forest. 
Jeremy has worked as a forester in Alaska since 2002 and lives in Fairbanks with his 
wife and daughter.

Melissa Boyd is a Research Scientist in the Center for Ecosystem Science and 
Society at Northern Arizona University. Her research focuses on tree radial growth re-
sponse to climate and insect disturbance and the impacts of fuel breaks on ecosystem 
structure and successional trajectories in Alaska. She is also interested in linking field 
data to remote sensing measurements to monitor ecosystem change across large 
spatial and temporal scales.

Michelle Mack is a Professor of Ecosystem Ecology in the Center for Ecosystem Sci-
ence and Society and the Department of Biological Sciences at Northern Arizona Uni-
versity.  She is also a Research Professor at the University of Alaska Fairbanks and 
is the new director of the NSF-Funded Bonanza Creek LTER program.  Her research 
addresses the impacts of changing disturbances regimes on ecosystem carbon and 
nutrient dynamics in boreal forest and Arctic tundra ecosystems. She is interested in 
using knowledge from plant and disturbance ecology to design fuel breaks that reduce 
wildfire risks in boreal ecosystems.

Jen Schmidt is an Assistant Research Professor of Natural Resource Management 
and Policy at the University of Alaska Anchorage, Institute of Social and Economic 
Research. Her research focuses on topics that address human-environmental inter-
actions such as hunting and fishing, food, energy, and water security, and risk associ-
ated with natural hazards including wildfire. She frequently uses GIS, interviews, and 
surveys to address these complex topics.



 
Page 9


