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Welcome
On behalf of the mid-Columbia Society of American Foresters chapter, we welcome you to the 2021
Washington State Society of American Foresters annual meeting. We expected to reunite in person
by waiting out the 2020 global pandemic, but it didn’t happen. So how do foresters respond when
succession is disrupted by a disturbance? We assess the situation, examine alternatives, reconsider
objectives, take stock in our capacity, and execute a logical game plan to achieve our intentions. In
other words, we figure things out.
Fortunately, the agenda we developed for the 2020 in-person annual meeting pivoted well to the 2021
virtual annual meeting. That the theme and presentations remain as relevant as they did last year
reflects the reality in which we are managing these landscapes. As last year’s tragic wildfire season
demonstrated, a shared stewardship approach is needed to mitigate the consequences of wildfires
and make communities and landscapes resilient. Hopefully, after the annual meeting, we all will take
away new ideas and a renewed energy to accomplish this work.
Andy Perleberg, Chair
VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION
Internet connectivity is required in
order to access the 2021 Washington
State Society of American Foresters
Annual Meeting. The sessions will
take place in Zoom Webinar or Meetings.
Attendees are solely responsible for
the integrity of their internet connection and electronic equipment function.
We recommend downloading the
Zoom application in advance from
www.zoom.com.
Each registrant will receive a Zoom
link via email. Registrants are discouraged from sharing their individual login
information.
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Please note: A webcam is required for
presenters but not for attendees.
QUESTIONS ABOUT A PRESENTATION?
Use the Questions and Answer (Q&A)
button in Zoom to ask a question!
Look for the toolbar at the top or bottom of your screen. Need general help
or need to send a message to organizers? Use the chat button and type
your message.

CONSENT CLAUSE
Registration, attendance at, or
participation in the 2021 Washington
State Society of American Foreters
Annual Meeting constitutes an agreement by the registrant to the use and
distribution (both now and in the future) of the registrant or attendee’s image, voice, and/or virtual meeting chat
messages in photographs and audio/
video recordings for SAF’s educational
outreach and promotion of event and
SAF as an organization.
SAF reserves the right to record entire
presentations. SAF’s use and distribution of recordings is contingent upon
presenter approval and not attendee
approval.

Accessing the Annual Meeting
This meeting will be hosted on Zoom in both the webinar and meeting platforms.
Tuesday, April 6, 2021
Main Meeting Day 1 (Webinar/Meeting) 8:30 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. (PST)
Virtual Coffee Shop (Meeting) 2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. (PST)
Social Hour/Networking (Meeting) 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (PST)
Wednesday, April 7, 2021
WSSAF Business Meeting (Meeting) 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. (PST)
Main Meeting Day 2 (Webinar/Meeting) 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (PST)

Didn’t receive the email
with the meeting links? Be
sure to check your spam
folder.

Step 1: You must have a Zoom account to access
the meeting. Create a free Zoom account if you don’t
have one already. (Visit https://zoom.us/.) *If you already have a Zoom account, skip this step and proceed to step 2.

Step 5: Join the annual meeting webinar.
A. Click the Join Button.
B. Enter the webinar/meeting number listed below.

Step 2: Download and install the Zoom desktop client
*If you already have the Zoom desktop client installed,
skip this and proceed to step 3.

Step 7: Set up your chat box.

Step 3: Check for any updates to the Zoom desktop
client.

Step 6: Adjust your audio settings, if necessary.

You should be all set!
Repeat steps 5 – 7 to attend the virtual coffee shop,
happy hour/networking, and/or WSSAF business
meeting.

Step 4: Sign into your Zoom account.

Tuesday, April 6 & Wednesday, April 7 Main Meetings
Tuesday, April 6, 2021
• Main Meeting Day 1 (Webinar) 8:30 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. (PST)
Wednesday, April 7, 2021
• Main Meeting Day 2 (Webinar/Meeting) 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (PST)

Having trouble joining
the Zoom webinar?
For WSU Zoom tech support, on Tuesday
morning contact Sean
Alexander.

Tuesday, April 6 - Virtual Coffee Shop & Social Hour/ Networking and
Wednesday, April 7 WSSAF Business Meeting
Tuesday, April 6, 2021
• Virtual Coffee Shop (Meeting) 2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. (PST)
• Social Hour/Networking (Meeting) 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (PST)
Wednesday, April 7, 2021
• WSSAF Business Meeting (Meeting) 8:00 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. (PST)

Page 3

Agenda
TUESDAY, April 6
7:30 a.m.

Zoom webinar will open

8:00

Welcome, Andy Perleberg, Mid-Columbia Chapter Chair,
Josh Meek, WSSAF Chair

8:40

Conference Welcome, Connie Mehmel, U.S. Forest Service
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest (ret)

8:45

Vicki Christiansen, Chief, U.S. Forest Service, We’re All in This Together: Meeting
Land Management Challenges Through Shared Stewardship

9:30		

George Geissler, State Forester, Washington State Department of Natural Resources,
WA State Forest Action Plan and MOU relevance

10:00

Break - Sponsor Announcements

10:10

Dr. Paul Hessburg, U.S. Forest Service PNW Station, Inland Northwest Forests:
Characteristics of Resilient Landscapes

11:00		

Kristin Bail, U.S. Forest Service Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest,
Joint Chiefs Landscape Restoration Partnership

11:20		

Trevor McConchie, Good Neighbor Authority

11:40

Karen Ripley, U.S. Forest Service, State & Private Forestry Partnerships

12:00 p.m.

Lunch - Sponsor Announcements

12:20		

Virtual Lunch Table - How the Upper Wenatchee Pilot Project Came to Be
• Bob Bugert, Chelan County
• Steve Wright, Chelan County Utility District
• Melody Kreimes, Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board

1:00		

A Virtual Field Trip to the Upper Wenatchee Pilot Project
• Connie Mehmel, U.S. Forest Service Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest (ret)
• Jeff Rivera, Wenatchee River Ranger District
• Lloyd McGee, The Nature Conservancy
• Patrick Haggerty, Cascadia Conservation District
• Pete Weir, Okanogan- Wenatchee National Forest
• Don Youkey, Wenatchee River Ranger District
• Chuck Hersey, Washington State Department of Natural Resources

2:00		

Break - Sponsor Announcements

Page 4

2:15		

Virtual Coffee Shop featuring Jack Nisbet, author of
The Dreamer and The Doctor

3:15-5:00

Social Hour, networking, and student poster session hosted
by Green River College Student SAF chapter (See page 7
for the Zoom meeting link to join the student poster
session.)

WEDNESDAY, April 7
7:30 a.m.

Zoom webinar will open

8:00		

WSSAF Business Meeting, Josh Meek, WSSAF Chair

9:00		

Welcome, Andy Perlberg, Conference Chair

9:10		

Silvicultural objectives; Pre- and Post-treatment Stand Characteristics;
basin characteristics, Dr. Derek Churchill, Washington Deptartment of Natural Resources

10:00		

Break - Sponsor Announcements

Continuing Education Credits Protocol
The WSSAF 2021 Annual Meeting will be presented in a virtual format. CFEs are available from SAF.
The following is the protocol agreed upon by the National Office.
CFEs available
Tuesday, April 6
Wednesday, April 7
Total CFEs available

4.0 CFE
4.5 CFE
8.5 CFE

Watching and participating in the online meeting is a requirement to earn the CFEs. At the end of each day,
you must fill out a short survey that asks for your SAF number. If you are unable to attend all of the sessions,
there is an open-ended question in the CFE survey where you need to state the hours you did attend.
WSSAF will submit the survey responses to National SAF. If you have any questions, please contact Ralph
Johnson.

About SAF

The mission of the Society of American Foresters is to advance sustainable management of forest resources
through science, education, and technology; to enhance the competency of its members; to establish professional excellence; and to use our knowledge, skills, and conservation ethic to ensure the continued health,
integrity, and use of forests to benefit society in perpetuity.
All forestry and natural resource management students and graduates are eligible for membership with SAF.
Our members represent the entire spectrum of the forestry profession— nonprofit organizations, forest products industry, public lands, universities, and independent contractors. SAF is the collective voice and community for consultants, researchers, managers, field foresters, business owners, specialists, technicians,and more.
Join our community today! Visit eforester.org.
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10:15

Sharing Stewardship and the Role of Partners
• Lloyd McGee, The Nature Conservancy
• Jen Watkins, Washington Deptartment of Natural Resources
• Bob Bugert, Chelan County
• Phil Rigdon, Yakama Nation
• Melody Kreimes, Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board
• Paul Ward, Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission
• Matt Comiskey, American Forest Resources Council
• Brian Vrablick, American Forest Management
• Andy Perleberg, Washington State University

12:00 p.m.

Lunch - Sponsor Announcements

12:15		

Virtual Lunch on the Tree Farm, Ross and Marianne Frank, Red-Tail Canyon Farm

1:00		

Virtual Field Trip to Sunitch & Spromberg, Chumstick Projects; Chiwawa & River Road,
Plain Projects. Cascade High School
• Nolan Brewer, Washington Deptartment of Natural Resources
• Corrine Hoffman, Chumstick Wildfire Stewardship Coalition
• Chris Wright, Natural Resources Conservation Service
• Connor Craig, Wildfire Home Protection

3:00		

WSSAF Awards Celebration, Josh Meek, WSSAF Chair

WSSAF 2021 ANNUAL MEETING SPONSORS
WSSAF depends on generous sponsors to make
the Annual Meeting a success. Join us in thanking our sponsors for their support.

2021 WSSAF Annual Meeting Planning Committee
General Chair
Andy Perleberg
Program Chair
Connie Mehmel
Field Trips & Panels
Lloyd McGee
Nolan Brewer
Patrick Haggerty
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Business & Logistics
Darren Goodding
Tara Barrett
Sharon Kyhl
Tom Brannon
Technology Coordinators
Sean Alexander
Brendan Whyte

Certified Forester Education
Ralph Johnson
Publicity
Candra Burns
Andrea Watts
Registration
Melinda Olson
Andrea Watts

Student Poster Session
On Tuesday during the Social Hour, the Green River College Student SAF Chapter is hosting a poster
session. After joining the Zoom session (the link is
below), you can chose which poster (breakout room)
to visit.

Poster 1
Title: Stream Assessment of Storm Water Runoff Quality Improvements Through Forest Using Benthic Macroinvertebrates as Indicator Species
Authors: Colton Kingston, Cameron Niesen, Ian Carlson
Abstract: Storm water ponds are one of the tools employed by King County engineers and land managers to
intercept urban/suburban pollution that enters our natural environment. It is important to assess how these
pollutants can impact our local waterways and ecosystems and their capacity to adapt when the stormwater is
reintroduced. As water flows through a native forest its water quality indicators are subject to changes.
To evaluate stormwater runoff quality as it flows through a native forest environment, we tested: dissolved
oxygen, water temperature, nitrate, turbidity, pH, and a benthic macroinvertebrate biotic index analysis over
distance. Our findings show that there is a strong correlation between water quality and the distance a stream
travels through a native forest.

Poster 2
Title: Assessing the Impacts of the Evans Canyon
Wildfire on Benthic Macroinvertebrates
Authors: Kim Vezzetti, Stacy Monosmith, Jordan
Hinman
Abstract: Wildland fires have a substantial impact
on ecological systems. As the magnitude of fires
continue to rise, it is critical to have a thorough
understanding of the impact of these disruptive
events on limited freshwater resources. This research contributes to a nascent body of research
on the impacts of large wildland fire events on
macroinvertebrate populations.
We conduct pre- and post-fire macroinvertebrate analyses on Umtanum Creek in Washington state, located
within the burn perimeter of the Evans Canyon Fire that occurred in September 2020. Benthic macroinvertebrate data was collected by the Washington Department of Ecology (WDE) pre-fire and compared to samples
that we collected post-fire. The post-fire samples were identified down to the family taxon from twenty plots
along the Umtanum Creek.
We found significant differences across the pre- and post- fire samples for the Hilsenhoff Biotic Index (HBI) and
Shannon’s Diversity Index (H). We also found descriptively meaningful differences pre- and post-fire for the
5-metric Benthic of Biotic Integrity (B-IBI).
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Poster 3
Title: Difference in Water Quality Between Burned
and Unburned Areas After a Wildfire
Authors: Drew Albright, Adrian James, Allan Miranda, and Bryan Wilson
Abstract: Wildfires have become an issue of
growing public concern that impact our ecosystems. Streams are an important part of a healthy
ecosystem which move important nutrients for
life throughout a watershed. Wildfires can remove large amounts of vegetation and degrade
soil structure and filtration leading to increased
stream bank erosion and insolation, which can be
harmful to a riparian ecosystem.
This study sought to measure the health of a
stream that passed through the Evans Canyon
fire by measurement of dissolved oxygen, phosphorus, temperature, pH, and turbidity. These variables were
measured at ten plots in burned and unburned areas each. Statistical analysis of the results did not show a
significant difference between the burned and unburned areas for these sites. This could be an important indication of the ability of ecosystems to recover from wildfires.

Poster 4
Title: Water Quality Comparisons Above and Below the Restoration Sites of Burns Creek Watershed
Authors: Zach Ziska, Leah Seagren, Jonathan Legin, Gillian Allen
Abstract: This research explores the water quality parameters of Burns Creek to examine if there is a difference in water quality standards between a county implemented and maintained restored stream site and a
state implemented but privately maintained restoration stream site. This research uses methods and tools used
in order to report the water quality results for each measurement recorded between the two different restoration sites.
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Biographies of Presenters
Tuesday, April 6 Presenters
Vicki Christiansen serves as Chief of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest
Service, leading a workforce of more than 28,000 permanent employees who steward
193 million acres of national forests and grasslands; support the world’s largest forestry
research organization; and work with states, tribes and others to sustain all forests so
they can benefit all citizens, today and in the future. Over her 39-year career, she has
accumulated a wealth of experience in natural resource and wildland fire management.
Her commitment to the core values of the Forest Service, which are conservation, service, interdependence, diversity and safety, is evident in the priorities she sets for the
agency. As Chief, Vicki is leading agency efforts to improve the conditions of America’s
forests and grasslands by modernizing how we do business to increase active forest
management and deliver landscape conservation through shared stewardship with local,
state and national partners and tribes. Vicki’s focus on relationships inside and outside
the agency is reflected in the Forest Service’s dedication to caring for the land, communities and the people we
serve.
Vicki joined the Forest Service in 2010 as the Deputy Director of Fire and Aviation Management. Prior to
serving as Chief, she worked as Deputy Chief for State and Private Forestry. Before joining the Forest Service,
she served as the Arizona State Forester and director of the Arizona Division of Forestry. She had previously
served as the Washington State Forester, the culmination of a 26-year career with Washington State Department of Natural Resources.
George Geissler is the Washington State Forester and Deputy Supervisor for Wildfire. Prior to joining the Washington Department of Natural Resources, George served
as the Director of Forestry Services and State Forester with the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture where his duties included coordinating the department’s Forest
Stewardship program, forest management planning, prescribed fire planning, financial
analysis and technical assistance. He previously worked in private forest management
and as a wildland firefighter and forester for the U.S. Forest Service in Idaho.
Formerly the president of the National Association of State Foresters and a Certified Forester, Geissler received his Bachelor of Science degree in forest management from Louisiana State University and a Master
of Business Administration degree from Harvard University. He has almost 30 years of experience in natural
resource and wildland fire management, and six years of experience in structural firefighting as a volunteer in
Idaho and New Mexico.
Paul Hessburg is a Senior Research Ecologist with the U.S. Forest Service Pacific
Northwest Research Station (PNWRS) in Wenatchee, and Courtesy Professor – UWSchool of Environment and Forest Science and OSU-College of Forestry. His research
explores wildfire and climate change effects on forest dynamics, resilient landscape conditions and their persistence as the climate shifts, and the ecology of forest reburning.
He holds a PhD from Oregon State University, a Bachelor of Science from the University
of Minnesota, and has authored more than 220 refereed articles, books, and book chapters over the past four decades. In 2017, he was selected the PNWRS Distinguished
Scientist, and in 2018 was awarded the USDA-FS Chief’s Distinguished Scientist. He
lives in Wenatchee, Washington, is married with grown kids, and he and his wife Mary
enjoy many outdoor pastimes and delightful grandchildren.
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Kristin Bail currently serves as the Forest Supervisor for the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest. Prior to
her arrival in September 2019, she served in the Senior Executive Service as the Assistant Director for the
Bureau of Land Management’s Resources and Planning Directorate.
Kristin’s public land management service spans more than 36 years in Oregon, Arizona, North Carolina, and
Washington, D.C. Bail joined the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in Oregon in 1984 as a Cooperative
Education student trainee in hydrology and spent the first 10 years of her career in the BLM’s Lakeview District. From 2012 to 2015, she was the Forest Supervisor for the four National Forests in North Carolina. She
has also served as the Deputy Forest Supervisor for the Coconino National Forest in northern Arizona and as a
District Ranger on the Ochoco National Forest in Central Oregon. Bail grew up in Phoenix, Arizona, and graduated from Washington State University with a Bachelor of Science in geology.
Trevor McConchie serves as the Federal Lands Assistant Division Manager for the
Washington Department of Natural Resources Forest Health and Resiliency Division
where he oversees and manages the department’s Federal Lands Program, which is
dedicated to supporting federal partners to increase pace and scale of work on federal lands across Washington State. This year marks 10 years with the department and
during this time, he previously worked in State Uplands, and on forest health policy and
initiatives as an Executive Policy Advisor and Strategic Advisor to the State Forester,
while also spearheading the development and use of the Good Neighbor Authority.
Prior to these roles, Trevor worked throughout the continental United States primarily in
forest operations from coast to coast, working in private, state, and federal capacities. He is a graduate of the
University of Montana with Bachelor of Science in forest resource management. He currently resides in Olympia, Washington.
Karen Ripley is a Forest Entomologist with the U.S. Forest Service in Portland,
Oregon. She supports Forest Health Monitoring and invasive insect activities for the
West Coast, including representing the FS on the Washington and Oregon Invasive
Species Councils. She previously was an Entomologist and Forest Health Program
Manager with Washington Department of Natural Resources for 23 years, including
supporting the DNR’s Fire Program as a Public Information Officer. Her favorite insects are native long-horned woodboring beetles. Her favorite places in Washington
are Mt. Rainier, the Methow Valley, Glenwood and Vashon Island.
Bob Bugert serves as District 2 Commissioner for Chelan County, elected in 2018. Bob’s work has been
focused on natural resource issues for the bulk of his career—either at the Washington State level or in the
upper Columbia Region. Before his election, Bob served 10 years as Executive Director of the Chelan-Douglas
Land Trust, and for the ten years prior to that with the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office—working specifically to establish regional salmon recovery boards. Prior to that, he worked 10 years as a research biologist for
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. He has a Bachelor of Science in Wildlife Biology and Master of
Science in Fisheries Resources. In addition to his current service with the Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery
Board, Bob is on the North Central Washington Forest Health Collaborative and as a gubernatorial appointment on the Washington State Salmon Recovery Funding Board.
Steve Wright is the General Manager of Chelan County Utility District. Steve began his
professional career at the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) in the energy conservation division in 1981. While at BPA, he held a number of positions, including the
last 12 years as Administrator/CEO. He graduated from the University of Oregon with a
degree in public administration.
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Melody Kreimes is the Executive Director of the Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery
Board. Before coming to the board in 2013, Melody maintained a private practice as
an environmental facilitator and mediator. She worked on a variety of issues, such as
watershed planning, underground petroleum contaminations, public workshops on
numerous contentious Draft Environmental Impact Statements, and marine fisheries impacts from power plant operations. Melody obtained a Bachelor of Science in
natural resource sciences from Ohio State University, and a Master of Science in
natural resource sciences from Washington State University with a research focus
on collaboration and multiparty dispute resolution. Her home is nestled at the base of
the mountains in Leavenworth, where she skis and hikes with her husband and two
rambunctious children.
Connie Mehmel retired from the U.S. Forest Service in 2019 after a 42-year career. As a forestry student she
spent summers in the pine barrens of New Jersey monitoring parasites of gypsy moth, which sparked a lifelong interest in the interactions of forest insects and their hosts. After receiving her undergraduate degree, she
moved to the northwest where she worked as a forester and a silviculturist. She eventually earned a Master of
Science in forest entomology from the University of Washington and spent the last 20 years of her career providing forest pest management training and technical assistance to federal land managers in most of the state
of Washington. She has been involved in restoration and monitoring of whitebark pine, and continues this work
in her retirement. She also teaches vegetable gardening for the WSU Master Gardener program.
Lloyd McGee is a native of Washington and has lived in Eastern and Central Washington for the last 28 years. Lloyd’s career includes forest resource manager with the
Idaho State Department of Lands for 10 years, forester and land and log procurement
manager for 18 years with Vaagen Brothers Lumber Company, and the last 10 years
as the Eastern Washington Forests Program Manager with the Nature Conservancy.
Lloyd served the last seven years as cochair of the North Central Washington Forest
Health Collaborative, and prior to that, president of the Northeast WA Forest Coalition
for 10 years. Lloyd is a graduate of the University of Idaho in Forest Resource Management and Forest Products Business Management.

Patrick Haggerty began his career on a dairy farm, and after pursuing an education in natural resource management, he found himself exploring the world through work as a commercial fishermen, wildlife biologist,
fisheries biologist, wildland fire fighter and forester. At Cascadia he utilizes his diverse experience to provide
technical assistance and conservation planning for landowners to assist them in the wise stewardship of their
natural resources based on sound science. His work currently focuses on improving forest health across landscapes, and helping communities prepare for and recover from wildfire.
Peter Weir is the Okanogan-Wenatchee Forest Silviculturist and Vegetation program manager, and he has
a broad background in vegetation management planning, implementation, and program management. Peter
started working with the U.S. Forest Service as a temporary employee in 1987 on the Oakridge Ranger District on the Willamette National Forest. In 1990, he graduated from Utah State University with a Bachelor of
Science in forest management. In the early 1990s, Peter was stationed on the Wallowa-Whiteman National
Forest at both the Baker City and La Grande Ranger Districts and worked in sillvicuture. In the late 1990s, he
transitioned to working privately as a forestry contractor/consultant. In 2003, Peter was hired as a permanent
employee on the Boise National Forest, where he attained a silviculturist certification. In 2012, he then moved
to the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest where he has worked as an Environmental Coordinator and
Zoned Silviculturist. His wife Kari also works for the U.S. Forest Service, and the couple has two great kids:
one a freshman at Montana State and one finishing high school. In his off-time, he enjoys biking and skiing on
the national forest.
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Don Youkey is the District Wildlife Biologist on the Wenatchee River Ranger District, where he has spent the
last 19 years. He received a Bachelor of Science in wildlife ecology from the University of Arizona, and a Master of Science in wildlife science from Oregon State. Prior to working for the U.S. Forest Service, he worked in
Alaska for 13 years for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Chuck Hersey has worked for the Washington State Department of Natural Resources since 2012, first as a
planner and now as the Forest Health Planning Section Manager in the Forest Health and Resiliency Division.
Chuck’s work in the Forest Health and Resiliency Division focuses on implementing the 20-Year Forest Health
Strategic Plan through a variety of planning, science and monitoring efforts. Prior to joining DNR, Chuck was
the Sullivan County Extension Forester for the University of New Hampshire. As an extension forester, he
provided educational outreach and technical assistance to forest landowners and natural resource professionals through site visits, cost-share programs, workshops and continuing education. He received his Master's
degree in forest management from the University of Massachusetts.
Jack Nisbet is the author of several collections of essays that explore the human and
natural history of the Northwest, including Visible Bones and Ancient Places. He has
also written award-winning biographies of cartographer David Thompson and naturalist
David Douglas. In 2018, the Washington State Historical Society presented Nisbet with
the Robert Gray medal for distinguished and long-term contributions to Pacific Northwest history.
Nisbet’s most recent project, The Dreamer and the Doctor, traces the unlikely adventures of late 19th-century forest surveyor John Leiberg and his physician wife Carrie
around the Intermountain West and beyond. For more information visit www.jacknisbet.
com.

Wednesday, April 7 Presenters
Derek Churchill currently works as a forest health scientist for the Washington
Department of Natural Resources. In this position, he works on the implementation of
Washington’s 20-Year Strategic Forest Health Plan where he is leading cross ownership landscape evaluations and monitoring efforts in forested landscapes across
eastern Washington. Prior to DNR, he ran his own forestry consulting company for 13
years and worked with a wide range of private and public landowners in the Pacific
Northwest, including many national forest collaborative groups. He was also a research scientist at the School for Environmental and Forest Sciences at the University of Washington focusing on restoration of dry and moist forests and using LiDAR in
management applications. While at UW, he taught advanced silviculture and a capstone forest management class. He lives on Vashon Island where he owns 13 acres
of forestland and has been involved in community forestry for 20 years with the Vashon Forest Stewards and
Vashon – Maury Island Land Trust.
Jen Watkins is the Assistant Division Manager for Planning, Science, and Monitoring in the Washington State
Department of Natural Resources Forest Health and Resiliency Division. In this role she oversees the development of strategic plans to improve forest health and resiliency across all-lands in Washington, science programs that help the agency understand the current and changing condition of the state’s forests, and tools that
help to increase collaboration and track the agency’s progress toward its common goals. Prior to joining DNR,
Jen graduated from the University of Washington’s College of Forest Resources and spent nearly 20 years in
the nonprofit sector working on forest restoration, climate adaptation, and collaboration in Washington.
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Phil Rigdon is an enrolled member of the Yakama Nation and grew up on the Yakama Reservation in Southcentral Washington State. Phil has been the Superintendent of Yakama Nation’s Natural Resources Department since May 2005 and has worked for the Tribe since June 1989. He represents the Yakama Nation on the
Tapash Sustainable Forest Collaborative, Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Executive Committee, Yakima River
Basin Watershed Enhancement Project Workgroup & Conservation Advisory Group, the Washington State’s
Columbia River Policy Advisory Group, Tapash Sustainable Forest Collaborative, and the Hanford Natural
Resource Trustee Council. Phil also served as President of the Intertribal Timber Council for five years. Phil obtained a Bachelor of Science in Forest Management from the University of Washington in 1996 and a Masters
of Forestry from Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies in 2002.
Paul Ward is the Director of Intergovernmental Affairs for the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission
located in Portland, OR. Prior to this role Paul worked for Yakama Nation Fisheries first on habitat issues and
then as manager for 16 years. Paul has a Bachelor of Arts, Juris Doctor, and Executive MPA from the University of Washington. He attended the Pre-Law Summer Institute at the University of New Mexico School of Law
and is a member of Washington Agriculture and Forestry Leadership program Class 29.
Paul has been on a variety of boards including the Yakima Valley Community Foundation, the Washington
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, and founded the Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board, the Yakima
Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board, the Kittitas Conservation Trust and the North Central Washington
Forest Health Collaborative.
Matt Comiskey is the Washington State Manager for the American Forest Resource Council. At AFRC, he is
responsible for monitoring both state and federal timber programs within the state. Additionally, he works with
stakeholders, federal, state, and local governments as well as elected officials on forest policy issues in Washington. He has a Bachelor of Science in forest engineering from the University of Washington, and his work
experience includes forestry and forest engineering consulting, real estate, working for small and large private
forest landowners, and was an engineer with the Department of Natural Resources. Matt is also a graduate of
Class 31 of the Washington Agriculture and Forestry Leadership program.
Brian Vrablick is a forester with American Forest Management. Brian’s previous experience was with the
Washington State Department of Natural Resources. He held several positions with the agency, including:
Forest Stewardship Program Coordinator in northeast Washington where he was responsible for technical and
educational information dissemination to private landowners in northeast Washington; Unit Forester responsible for all activities on 30,000 acres of state owned land, including timber harvest layout and administration, fire
control, reforestation, recreation, and public-use.
He graduated from Washington State University with a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resource Management.
As part of his continuing education, Brian graduated with Class 19 of the Washington Agriculture and Forestry
Leadership Program. He is currently a Certified Forester with the Society of American Foresters and a candidate member in the Association of Consulting Foresters.
Andy Perleberg is Extension Forester and associate professor at Washington State
University. He provides organized educational opportunities to forest owners and natural
resource professionals throughout Washington State. Andy leads the Extension Forestry
and Wildlife Team for WSU. Prior to WSU, Andy worked in industry and government painting trees, cruising timber, fighting fire, and even counting fish. Somewhere in the middle of
everything, his wife dragged him into the US Peace Corps where he worked in Extension
and taught at the Estacion Experimental Forestal de Conocoto. It was in the Ecuadorian
jungle where Andy learned that what helps him wake up in the morning and go to sleep at
night is helping others understand why forests are important. Andy enjoys nature walks,
bedtime stories, bon fires, and baseball.
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Ross and Marianne Frank moved to Leavenworth in 1974 after
graduating from the University of Michigan, where Ross earned
a degree in natural resources. Ross did logging for W-I Forest
Products, Mountain Skyliners and Slater Horse Logging until
1981. In 1984 Ross started Red-Tail Canyon Horse Logging and
logged commercially for private landowners in Chelan County for
the next nine years. During this time period Ross and Marianne
expanded the horse business by offering sleigh rides, hayrides
and bbqs, weddings and other group events; their 37th year of
sleigh rides just concluded this February.
When Ross and Marianne started Red-Tail Canyon Farm 43
years ago, it was their vision to couple the natural capabilities,
multi-uses and beauty of their draft horses with the scenic beauty , diverse natural resources and multi-uses of
Red-Tail Canyon, and in doing so create a home to raise their family and build a homestead on which to sustain themselves. Red-Tail Canyon Farm was certified as a tree farm in 1980, and they are in their 43rd year of
tree farming. Ross and Marianne were named Washington State Outstanding Tree Farmers in 1991.Ross is
currently active as a founder and past chair of the Chumstick Wildfire Stewardship Coalition and a Fire Commissioner for Chelan County Fire District #3.
Nolan Brewer is the Landowner Assistance Coordinator, and also assists the State Lansd staff with timber
sales for the Washington State Department of Natural Resources. His career in forestry and natural resources,
especially early on, was primarily focused on fire management and fire operations, including time as a hotshot
and smokejumper with the U.S. Forest Service, and later a Fire Unit Manager for the DNR in Central Washington. Along the way Nolan worked hard to develop a well-rounded perspective of forestry and forest management in both a professional and academic setting. In an effort to further develop this skills and abilities, he
completed a Master’s Degree from the University of Idaho in Forest Resources in 2012.
Corrine Hoffman has been involved in coordinating projects and event management
for the past 15 years. As a project coordinator, Corrine has experience in collaborative
project creation, funding, administration, implementation, and analysis. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Washington’s School of Forestry in Environmental
Science and Terrestrial Resource Management. She has four years of experience working in various research positions, including surveying aquatic and forested environments
to mammal populations and habitat.
As the Director for the Chumstick Wildfire Stewardship Coalition, Corrine has found she greatly enjoys creating
curriculum and participating in educational events. Involved in all aspects of the greater Leavenworth area fire
adaptation efforts, she creates, funds, and implements collaborative programs that aim to serve the community- from education to forestry management to structural hardening and fire adapted plantings. She enjoys
creating programs that make fire adaptation equitable and within reach of the whole community.
Chris Wright is the Resource Conservationist for Natural Resources Conservation Service in Wenatchee. As
the lone planner responsible for Chelan County his work ranges from orchards, vineyards, forests, and small
farms. Chris has lived and worked in Wenatchee since the fall of 2016. Prior to that he was a planner in Lewis
and Grays Harbor Counties. Working on the westside provided him with ample experience working in the
forests with small non-industrial landowners and working with a diverse group of landowners who shared the
common goal of improving the forest health on their property. His move to Chelan County has resulted in meeting a whole new user group that is not only interested in growing trees and creating a healthy forest but is also
concerned with devastating wildfires. When not working, Chris enjoys hiking, fishing, hockey and golf.
Connor Craig is the owner of Wildfire Home Protection. Connor, his wife Trisha, and their two daughters have
lived in the Peshastin area for the past 15 years and are dedicated to the Eastern Washington lifestyle. An avid
fisherman, Connor has a degree in natural resources management from Central Washington University.
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