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July 15, 2015 
 
The Oregon Board of Forestry 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
2600 State Street 
Salem, OR 97310 
 
 
Dear Board members: 
 
On behalf of the Oregon Society of American Foresters (OSAF), I wish to submit to the Board of Forestry a 
recently updated OSAF position statement, “Managing Riparian Forests” (also at www.forestry.org/oregon/policy/position/).  
This position statement has direct relevance to the Board’s current riparian rulemaking activities. 

For background about our perspective, the OSAF has nearly 1,000 members and is the largest state affiliate of 
the national Society of American Foresters (SAF).  The SAF supports and represents the forestry profession in 
advancing the science, education, technology, and practice of forestry.  OSAF members work throughout the 
state in a variety of organizations, including local, state and federal agencies, higher education, as well as the 
private sector. 

Many OSAF members are directly involved with planning and administering forest operations that must comply 
with Oregon’s Forest Practice Rules, and thus they are primary stakeholders in the current rulemaking process.  
However, I must emphasize that OSAF provides an independent, professional perspective rather the views of 
our members’ employers, public or private. 

Although OSAF does not have a formal position on the specific rulemaking that is underway, “Managing 
Riparian Forests” discusses a number of important points about the science, policy and practices for forest 
stream protection in Oregon that are worthy of the Board’s consideration.  These points include: 

• Like all forests, riparian areas are locally unique, dynamic and ever-changing.  Highly precautionary 
and restrictive policies (e.g., large “no-touch” zones) for riparian forests have not consistently produced 
desirable environmental results and do not effectively address changing environmental conditions. 

• Current research shows few or no persistent, wide-scale impacts to fish populations and general water 
quality when contemporary practices and Oregon’s Forest Practice Rules are applied.  Conversely, there 
is little or no evidence that highly restricted management in riparian forests is a cost-effective approach 
for achieving desirable resource conditions. 

• Active management can maintain or improve riparian forest benefits through carefully applied 
professional forestry, fisheries, and hydrology expertise and experience.  There is growing need to 
encourage active management of many of Oregon’s riparian forests, with updated policies and direction 
to promote research, education and incentives that effectively support desirable resource conditions. 

Thank you for your attention to this input.  If you have any questions or if OSAF can provide any assistance to 
the Board regarding this important issue, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
Paul W. Adams, Ph.D. 
Oregon SAF Policy and Legislation Committee Chair 
 
encl.:  Managing Riparian Forests (OSAF position statement) 

http://www.forestry.org/oregon/policy/position/

