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 2014 Chapter Activities  
 

The Yukon River Chapter (YRC) actively engaged in a full range of activities during 2014, including 
preparations for hosting the 2015 Alaska Society of American Foresters. The members held monthly 
meetings except during the mid-summer months, and assisted with a Firewood Workshop, Arbor Day, 
Technical presentations, staffing the Tanana Valley State Fair Booth, and the Forest Sports Festival. 

Preparations for Hosting 2015 Alaska Society of American Foresters Meeting 

In 2014, the Yukon River Chapter’s offer to host the 2015 annual state SAF meeting in Fairbanks was 
accepted and preparations began in late spring. The theme of “forest roads” was selected, and the 
meeting planning committee met regularly during the year to put together the agenda and event 
activities.  Several YRC members attended the 2014 AK SAF meeting in Juneau to help prepare for the 
2015 meeting. 

Firewood Workshop 

This was the fourth year the Yukon River Chapter co-sponsored the Firewood Workshop with the 
Cooperative Extension Service.  This event was held on the University of Alaska campus and provided a 
wide range of useful information to the public on where and how to safely harvest firewood, properly 
store firewood, and importantly how to safely burn firewood in your home heating device. A local 
vendor gave a presentation on woodstove and stovepipe maintenance, and described how to properly 
use a catalytic wood stove. 

 



Forest Sports Festival  
 
The 17th Annual Farthest North Forest Sports Festival in 2014 included as usual several members of the 
Yukon River Chapter of SAF who serve as organizers and volunteers for this event. 

Arbor Day 

Arbor Day activities typically include participation by members of the YRC, and this year was no 
exception. 

Tanana Valley State Fair  
 
The Yukon River Chapter annually shares a booth with the Alaska Department of Natural Resources at 
the Tanana Valley State Fair. Free tree seedlings were given away and a wide range of information is 
provided to fair goers. 

Northern Alaska Forestry Technical Presentations  
 
The Yukon River Chapter of SAF continued to sponsor technical sessions several times over the winter 
months where our members can learn about current forestry-related topics and network with others. 
CFE credits are provided to those Foresters who attend. Sessions included Dr. John Yarie who presented 
on: “Ecosystem dynamics controlled by the seasonal distribution of precipitation in forests of interior 
Alaska, ” and Lori Richter, is a licensed Professional Engineer currently working for the Salcha 
Delta Soil and Water Conservation, presented on soil erosion practices for forest roads and 
firelines. 
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