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Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in
the Western Forester. The intent is to
provide a brief explanation of the policy
activity. You are encouraged to follow up
with the listed contact person for detailed
information.

OSAF Comments on S-192, the 
Oregon River Democracy Act

In July, Oregon SAF submitted com-
ments to the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee regarding S-192, 
the Oregon River Democracy Act. This 
bill was introduced by Senators Wyden 
and Merkley of Oregon and would desig-
nate an additional 4,600 miles of Oregon 
waterways as Wild and Scenic Rivers 
(WSR). Currently 1,900 miles of water-
ways are already designated as WSR in 
Oregon. 

OSAF raised concerns about the pro-
posal for the following reasons.

1) Federal land use plans already 
protect waterways and riparian areas, 
and activity planning already occurs at a 
scale that better addresses wildland fire 
concerns.

2) WSR designation will add another 
planning layer, which would increase the 
already burdensome planning workload 

on federal land managers and slow the 
current pace and scale of forest and 
range treatments. This will in turn lead to 
even more backlogs. 

3) It appears that most of the protec-
tion (approximately 85%) is directed 
to streams rather than rivers (approxi-
mately 15%). By law, waterways desig-
nated under the WSR Act must meet an 
accepted definition of a river AND have 
outstanding natural, cultural, and recre-
ational values. SB 192 appears to violate 
that standard by listing many perennial 
and ephemeral creeks and streams with 
no obvious outstanding values. 

4) With a proposed half (1/2) mile pro-
tection on each side of all proposed riv-
ers and streams, it is unclear how much 
of the existing land use allocations will 
have to be amended under the current 
USFS and BLM management plans. The 
full text of our submission can be viewed 
at: https://forestry.org/oregon-posi-
tion-statements/. 

OSAF Policy Booklet
OSAF has reprinted Important Forestry 

Issues in Oregon, which outlines our

position 
on a num-
ber of 
forestry 
policies.
If you 
want 
copies 
for dis-
tribu-
tion at 
public 
events, 
con-
tact 
Mark 
Buck-
bee at buckbeefamily@msn.com.  

National SAF Supports Federal 
Legislation 

National SAF has been actively
engaging in multiple policy and 
legislation matters. SAF members are 
encouraged to read about specific 
actions in the “SAF Newsroom” webpage 
at https://tinyurl.com/y7hrntuk.  WF

Policy Scoreboard

Western Forester
2022 Themes

This issue is closes out Volume 66 
of the Western Forester. By the time 
you read this, work is underway to 
plan for the 2022 issues. These are the 
themes for next year.

• Winter—What’s New in Forest 
Operations

• Spring—Forestry Education
• Summer—Wood Manufacturing
• Fall—What we know about wild-

fires—past and present
If you have ideas for articles or 

would like to contribute an article, 
please e-mail wattsa@forestry.org.


