
times animals. We pool our workforces
when we can and inspire each other to
be alert and keep up the effort. This
loose consortium is designed to sup-
port and empower individual partners
with crafting an effective response to
invasive weeds on lands they manage
while taking into account their organi-
zational structure, resources, and spe-
cific management goals.

For the forests in Clallam County
and elsewhere in the Pacific Northwest,
a significant vector for invasives is con-
taminated road-building materials. For
that reason, most federal, and many
Washington State agencies now
include weed-free material language
and standards in their contracts.
Clallam County Weed Control Board
staff, funded by the Olympic National
Forest and the Clallam County Road
Department, is authorized to inspect
and certify rock sources. With the sup-
port of these two entities, we offer free
inspections and a report with cus-
tomized, practical, remedial actions to
meet agency standards. By working
together, we can ensure that projects
aren’t delayed, and forests of all kinds
are protected in the long term.

In addition to actively controlling
existing infestations in forests, weed
boards simultaneously pursue meas-
ures to prevent the spread of invasives.
The solution, like the problem, lies
with people. So when you hear, “I’m
from the government and I’m here to
help,” don’t laugh. Even though the
weeds on our list may shift over time,
the fundamental mission and overar-
ching goal of weed boards in
Washington State has not. We are
charged with aiding our communities
by protecting and preserving the land,
our natural resources and our environ-
ment. Get interested, get involved. Talk
to us. Let us know how we can help.
Even if you don’t live in Washington,
there is someone, some group that is
focused on dealing with invasive
species. We’re here for you.  ◆

Cathy Lucero is the Clallam County
Noxious Weed Control coordinator. She
can be reached at 360-417-2442 or
CLucero@co.clallam.wa.us.
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Editor’s Note
BY ANDREA WATTS

As the new editor of the Western Forester, it is serendipitous that my first
issue is on invasives. I found my way to forestry by volunteering with Green
Seattle Partnership work parties to remove invasive plants in Seattle’s parks. I
hadn’t known that the Himalayan and evergreen blackberry clumps growing
around Grays Harbor County were in fact invasives plant. Since they were
everywhere, I assumed they were natives. Having seen the detrimental effects
of invasive plants, such as English ivy, English holly, and blackberry, upon
native plants in Seattle’s parks, I was determined to remove invasive plants
from the family property. My dad downplayed how widespread the English
holly was in our forest, but the five-foot-high pile of English holly that my
younger sister and I piled on the burn pile changed his mind. 

In this issue, there are several articles featuring management strategies to
contain the spread of invasive plants, such as choke cherry in Alaska and false
brome on the Willamette National Forest. The “Invasives on the Horizon” article
is a compilation of future invasives we should be aware of. And to provide
much-needed positivity around this topic, there are several success stories. 

Thank you to the authors who contributed to this issue. I would also be
remiss not recognizing the advertisers who also make producing the Western
Forester possible.

And lastly, congratulations to our student members who graduated this
year!

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANDREA WATTS

A recent sweep of a section of the family forest yielded a truck full of
English holly.
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