
OSAF ExCom Approves Thinning
Position Statement Revision. On
March 23, 2020, the OSAF Executive
Committee approved the revised
“Thinning on Public Lands in Oregon”
Position Statement. The core position
states: We support the use of thinning as a
management tool on public lands in
forests of all ages because it can effectively:
reduce tree stress, increase forest health
and vigor, reduce hazardous fuels, create
unique forest structures that enhance bio-
diversity and wildlife and fish habitat, and
provide useful products and public rev-
enues. Research and management experi-
ence do not support the use of inflexible,
arbitrarily prescriptive restrictions on thin-
ning, such as fixed age or diameter limits.
With a strong foundation of ecosystem sci-
ence and ongoing observations of tree
competition and other changing condi-
tions, professional foresters and other spe-
cialists can prescribe thinning strategies
that best achieve diverse, long-term objec-
tives. The Position Statement is available
at : www.oregon.forestry.org/oregon/poli-
cy/general. Contact: OSAF Policy
Committee Co-Chairs Mark Buckbee
buckbeefamily@msn.com or Ed Shepard
sssstr1@comcast.net.

OSAF Policy Committee Soliciting

Assistance. The OSAF Policy
Committee will update two Position
Statements in CY 2020: “Managing
Mature and Old Growth Forests” and
“Managing Riparian Forests”. If you are
interested in participating in either of
these updates, contact OSAF Policy
Committee Co-Chairs Mark Buckbee
buckbeefamily@msn.com or Ed Shepard
sssstr1@comcast.net.

National Board of Directors
Approves 3 Updated Position
Statements and Development of 2
New Statements. On its April 27,
2020 conference call, the national
Board of Directors approved revisions
of the following national Position
Statements “Regulation of Genetically
Modified Trees”, “Forest Management,
Carbon and Climate Change” and
“Parcelization, Fragmentation and the
Loss of Private Forestland In The U.S.”
These Position Statements are available
at: https://bit.ly/2NILX1c. The Board
also approved the development of two
new Position Statements on:
“Sustainability of American Forests”
and “Recreation”. Contact: Dr. John
Bailey, a member of the National
Committee on Forest Policy at john.bai-
ley@oregonstate.edu. ◆
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Policy Scoreboard
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members informed of state society policy activities, Policy
Scoreboard is a regular feature in the Western Forester. The intent is to provide a brief
explanation of the policy activity. You are encouraged to follow up with the listed contact
person for detailed information.

improved communication with
neighbors in a broad sense includ-
ing clarifying existing buffers, com-
municating best management
practices and improving signage.

In addition to outreach efforts to
allay the public’s concerns, land
managers may wish to consider
other application methods. In areas
where citizen concern has been
especially vocal, some companies
have increased the use of backpack
spraying rather than aerial applica-
tion. This can be a good strategy for
small units near roads and homes.
However, backpack spraying is
much more expensive and less
effective. There is also the potential
for workers to be injured when
walking on uneven terrain.

What does the future hold
regarding the public’s acceptance of
herbicide use? Citizen concern is
unlikely to diminish. The economic
crisis state budgets will face because
of COVID-19 may result in less
action related to pesticides as legis-
lators struggle to keep schools open
and social networks in place.
However, the budget crisis will not
stop the true believers who want to
stop pesticide use. The best way to
stop anti-pesticide proposals from
gaining traction is to speak to neigh-
bors, elected officials, and commu-
nity leaders now. Make sure they
understand how pesticides are regu-
lated. Make sure they know your
goal is to help trees grow and reduce
the destruction that invasive plants
can cause if left unchecked. More
than anything, make sure your
audience knows you are listening.
As one of my favorite foresters says,
“Once they know you, it’s harder for
them to hate you.”  ◆

Heather Hansen is the executive
director of the Washington Friends
of Farms & Forests in Olympia,
Washington. She can be reached at
360-705-2040 or Heather@
wafriends.org.

Herbicides are Part of
the Forest Manager’s
Toolkit
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