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John Bell
1949-2019

Dr. John F. Bell passed away on
November 16, 2019, at the age of 95.8; a
passing grade almost anywhere. Death
was due simply to his advanced age. He
had been a professional forester for 68
years. His membership in SAF began in
1949 and continued through his lifetime.
In SAF, he was active for many years in a
number of responsible positions. He was
a Fellow, a Certified Forester, and among
the many awards he received was a
Lifetime Achievement Award from Oregon
SAF.

His wonderfully supportive family
included numerous grandchildren, four
children and his surviving wife Myrna.

They were married for 69 years. 
John was an infantry officer in 1945-6,

serving in the 10th Mountain Division, the
famous ski troops of WWII. He completed
his BS at OSU in 1949, and his first profes-
sional forestry job was cruising timber. He
worked for the Oregon State Forestry
Department for ten years and was a pio-
neer in the introduction of Variable Plot
Sampling. 

His academic contributions to the field
began with his first publication,
“Application of the Variable Plot Method
of Sampling Forest Stands,” which he
wrote with Lucien Alexander in 1959. His
association with Alexander also led to the
long-running OSU Variability Short
Course, now in its 6th decade at OSU. He
continued to teach Variable-Plot and 3P

Cruising workshops annually at Oregon
State, even after retirement, and gave out-
side courses on four continents. In total,
there were almost 100 of these courses,
and they still continue at OSU. 

Ronald C. Thompson
1942-2020

Ronald C. “Ron” Thompson, 77, a long-
time resident of the Forest Grove commu-
nity, died, February 12, 2020, at his home.

He was born November 1, 1942, in
Ardmore, Oklahoma, the son of the late
Jack David Thompson and Lucy (Hall)
Thompson. Ron was a Veteran of the
Vietnam era, having joined the United
States Army on March 30, 1966, in
Shreveport, Louisiana, Ron served for one
year and nine months, until receiving his
honorable discharge on November 16,
1967, at the rank of SP5.

Ron was united in marriage to Donna
Rae Curtis on April 2, 1983, in the Central
Baptist Church in Forest Grove, Oregon.
They celebrated their 36th wedding
anniversary this past April. Following their
marriage, they made their home in the
Forest Grove community.

He had worked as a policy and pro-
gram analyst for the United States
Forestry Service for 30 years until retiring
in the mid-90s. Following his retirement,
Ron served as the City Planner for the
cities of Yachats and Waldport, Oregon for
eight years.

The family suggests that remem-
brances may be contributions to the fol-
lowing organizations: The Gideons
International, PO Box 140800, Nashville,
TN 37214 and The Crossing Fellowship,
1950 Mountain View Lane, Forest Grove,
Oregon 97116, in his memory.

William C. “Bill” Wagner
1926-2020

William (Bill) Wagner passed away
peacefully on April 10, 2020, in Portland,
Oregon. He was born November 8, 1926,
in Green Bay, Wisconsin to Joseph A.
Wagner and Elizabeth (Hanna) Wagner
where he grew up with three brothers.

In 1954, he married Jean A. Plotecher,
and they raised a family of four children
in Eugene, Oregon. They spent 58 won-
derful years together until Jean passed
away in 2012. They were active members
of St. Jude’s Catholic Church since its
establishment in 1969. 

He was a member of SAF from 1952-
2020, and an active member of Eugene
Southtowne Rotary Club well into his
retirement years.

Bill was loved by many—he was always

We lost a number of long-time SAF members over the past six months. Due to space
limitations, we not only had to abridge their obituaries, but we couldn’t fit everyone in
this issue. In the fall issue, we will include those members who passed recently.

We Remember
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ready to have a good time, share a laugh,
and had many, many stories to share. He
was an avid proponent of education, and
his positive encouragement of his chil-
dren and grandchildren, along with his
can-do attitude, will forever be remem-
bered and cherished by those who knew
and loved him.

If you wish to commemorate Bill,
please consider a contribution to a charity
of your choice: Meals on Wheels, Lane
County—www.mowlaneor.org; or
Providence Hospice, Attention:
Bereavement William Wagner, 6410 NE
Halsey Street, Suite 300, Portland, OR
97213.

A Memorial Mass and Celebration of
Life will be held at a later date.

Robert “Bob” Nelson Witter
1932-2020

Bob passed away peacefully in the
comfort of his own home with his family
on Browns Point, Tacoma, Washington, on
March 17th, 2020, at the age of 87, after a
long battle with Multiple Myeloma. He is
preceded in death by his parents and
infant daughter Karen Monette. He is sur-
vived by his wife and “first mate” of 65
years, Janet, daughter Krista (Ulrik), son
Michael (Lizzie), and grandchildren
Aaron, Sally, and Hana, sisters Katherine
Gaustad of Harstine Island, Washington,
and JoAnne (Ken) Utne of Sunnyvale,
California.

Bob joined the US Air Force in 1955,
where he trained as a F86 fighter pilot.
Later that same year, he married Janet—
the love of his life, and they started their
shared journey together on Air Force
bases from Georgia to Texas—before he
was discharged as a Captain. In 1958 they
moved back to Seattle, so Bob could pur-
sue his forestry career. His first job was as
a forester/pilot, cruising timber for
Northern Pacific Railroad. In 1970 he
joined Weyerhaeuser where he had a var-
ied and illustrious career with sabbaticals
at the Forest Service in Washington, DC in
1973 and the Advanced Management
Program at Harvard University in 1981.
Bob retired in 1992 as a Vice President of
Forest Management.

An avid sailor, fisherman, mountain
climber, clam digger, wood turner, bee
keeper, and friend to many, Bob will be
missed.

A memorial to celebrate Bob’s life will
be held at a later date to ensure everyone’s
safety. If you would like to be notified
directly as to when this will take place,
leave your memories and contact info at
Bob’s private tribute wall at www.gaffney-
funeralhome.com. Memorial donations in
memory of Bob can be made to the
Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation
at www.themmrf.org

Elbridge “Gock” Carl
Gockerell
1924-2020

Former Forks resident Elbridge “Gock”
Carl Gockerell was born May 20, 1924, in
Duvall, Washington. He left our world Feb.
6, 2020. He is survived by his wife of 66
years, Gloria Jean Gockerell and his sons
Timothy Ryan and Daniel Glenn, along
with many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Gock spent his last days in
his home in Sequim, where he raised his
sons and twin grandsons.

He lived a long and full life. There
wasn’t a single person he wasn’t happy to
meet. He told stories of his past and
brought them to life.

He served in the US Coast Guard as a
radioman second class and in the US
Navy Reserve as an aviator. The US Navy
awarded him his wings 67 years later. His
military stint began in 1942 when he
enlisted in the Coast Guard. He later was
called into service in March 1943 to
attend boot camp in Oakland, Calif. He
joined the Navy the following year and
took his first flight in a Kingfisher on
March 7, 1944. He retired from the
Washington State Department of Natural
Resources where he was the area boss for
the Olympic Peninsula.

His life was meaningful to everyone he
met, whether that had been many years
ago or just minutes prior. He placed pur-
pose in every encounter. Gock is incredi-
bly missed and this world is a little less
bright without him in it. ◆

CESCL: Erosion and Sediment
Control Lead Training, July 29-30,
Live remote attendance for OR and WA.
Contact: NWETC.

Conflict Resolution Skills for
Environmental Professionals,
August 4, Live remote attendance.
Contact: NWETC.

Oregon Small Woodlands
Association 2020 Annual Meeting,
August 20-22, Springfield, OR. Contact:
Oregon Small Woodlands Association,
www.oswa.org.

Who Will Own the Forest: The
Series 2020, Sept. 23 & 30, Oct. 14, 21
& 28, Virtual meeting. Contact:
www.wwotf.org.

Oregon SAF annual meeting,
Oct. 7-8, Virtual meeting. Contact: Julie
Woodward, woodward@ofri.org,
tinyurl.com/OSAF2020.

Hagenstein Lectures—Emerging
Voices in Forestry, Oct. 25, World
Forestry Center, Portland, OR. Contact:
www.worldforestry.org/the-hagenstein-
lectures/.

2020 SAF National Convention,
Oct. 29-Oct. 31, virtual conference. Contact:
www.eforester.org/SAFConvention.

Calendar of Events

Contact Information

NWETC: Northwest Environmental
Training Center, 1445 NW Mall St., Suite
4, Issaquah, WA 98027, 425-270-3274,
nwetc.org.

Send calendar items to the editor at
wattsa@forestry.org.

Connecting Forest Landowners with
Seedlings, Services and Contractors

DISCOVER Our Interactive Website
www.forestseedlingnetwork.com

BUY/SELL SEEDLINGS • FIND VENDOR SERVICES & CONTRACTORS • VALUABLE RESOURCES

REMINDERState election information
is due to Northwest Officeby August 17.Contact:Melinda Olsonmelinda@forestry.org


