
BY JUSTIN HELGREN

he Society of
American

Foresters (SAF) Pacific
Northwest Leadership
Conference was a
two-day event held in
Vancouver, Wash.
Hosted by the Washington State SAF, the
event brought together foresters, stu-
dents, and other natural resource pro-
fessionals from the Pacific Northwest to
share knowledge on leadership tech-
niques. The conference included speak-
ers with differing backgrounds and
influences that presented topics to
assist leaders and future leaders build
leadership skills.

The two speakers that stood out to
me were Paul Davis (Weyerhaeuser)
and Koshare Eagle (Washington State
DNR). Paul spoke about how leading by
example and working hard is the best
way to become a successful leader.
Koshare provided an interactive presen-
tation that engaged the audience and
taught them the “Language of
Leadership.” What stood out to me was
her example of the windstorm that
caused massive amounts of damage to
the forestland her organization man-
ages. With this example, she explained
how everyone came together and rose
to the occasion for a positive outcome
that included selling the timber and
restoring lands post disaster.

The best part about the conference
was interacting and networking with
people in the industry. Everyone I met
gave me tremendous guidance that I
will take with me further into my career.
I want to thank SAF for putting on this
event and helping young professionals
build leadership skills not only through
presentations but from the community
of people that partook in this event. 

Next year’s leadership conference will
be hosted by Oregon SAF. Stay tuned for
more information on forestry.org. ◆

Justin Helgren is a student at Umpqua
Community College in Roseburg. He
can be reached at jhelgren@
student.umpqua.edu.
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Two Hagenstein Events Slated
he Hagenstein Lectures is an excit-
ing, high-profile public outreach

initiative led by the World Forestry
Center and the Society of American
Foresters to honor the legacy and memo-
ry of professional forester William D. Hagenstein, who died at age 99 in 2014.

You won’t want to miss two Hagenstein events scheduled for this year.
Featured on May 13 is “Promise and Peril of a Trillion Trees: Conversation

with Anthony Davis.” The evening event at the World Forestry Center in
Portland, Ore., is with Dave Miller, host of Oregon Public Broad-
casting’s daily talk show, “Think Out Loud.” Anthony Davis is the interim
dean for the College of Forestry at Oregon State University. This occasional
“pop up” Hagenstein event features special guests and lively discussions on
important issues of the day related to forests and forestry here and around
the world. Advance tickets are required. For more information, visit
www.hagenstein-lectures.org/special-events/.

Save the date of October 25 for the Hagenstein Lectures that will feature
Emerging Voices in Forestry. You won’t want to miss the opportunity to meet
influential forestry leaders under the age of 45. Check hagensteinlecutres.org
for more information. 

Leadership Conference Tremendous Experience
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Koshare Eagle (left) with Washington State
Department of Natural Resources discussing
the language of leadership. Participants work
through an exercise learning the language of
leadership (above right).

Society of American
Foresters President
Tammy Cushing inspiring
forestry leaders at the
Leadership Conference.

We loved our intergenerational panel discussion
about the role of SAF in the careers of profes-
sionals and students (left to right: Samantha
Chang, Katie Nichols, John Bailey, and Noel
Daugherty).
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