
BY LAKYN JACOBY

he beautiful Blue
Mountains of

Eastern Oregon are
my original home,
where fishing, gath-
ering berries, and
mushroom hunting
with my grandpar-
ents taught me a vital respect for the
land that nourishes our lives. In this

way, I have developed an informal yet
intimate relationship with the land—
including the forest, plants, water, soil
and animals—throughout my life. I
have always admired the bountiful
beauty of nature, been inspired by its
seemingly infinite capacity for renew-
al, and fascinated with its intricate
details. Forests are great teachers,
demonstrating the truth of the circle of
life, with dynamic growth and vitality
present at every stage of succession. I

have been delighted to learn that, like
trees, people in the field of forestry are
some of the greatest teachers that I
have ever had the privilege of meeting. 

I have continued to expand my per-
spective and land stewardship skills at
Mount Hood Community College
(MHCC) through their Society of
American Foresters accredited forestry
program. I will graduate this June with
an associates of applied science
degree, majoring in forest resources.  

I was inspired to seek out a formal
education in forestry after the Eagle
Creek Fire of 2017, which damaged
some of my most treasured natural
wonders. I was compelled to take
action, to help the forest recover, and
to help people understand how impor-
tant forested landscapes are.

The knowledge, skills, and experi-
ences I have gained through the
forestry program at MHCC have far
exceeded my wildest expectations. In
my first academic term, I was shocked
and awed to learn that fire is an
important feature of many healthy
forests! The more I learn, the more I
realize how complex forests are. I plan
to continue my learning journey at
OSU College of Forestry, where I will
earn a bachelor’s degree in ecological
restoration.

I am happily excelling in my aca-
demic endeavors, receiving recogni-
tion through honor roll and scholar-
ships. I was elected chair of the Mount
Hood Community College SAF
Chapter in April last year. I enjoy vol-
unteering for local environmental
stewardship events such as the 2019
Eco-Blitz at the Sandy River delta,
where I guided public volunteer
groups and documented 51 different
species of plants. I have also enjoyed
planting native trees and shrubs along
Beaver Creek at planting parties host-
ed by the Sandy River Watershed
Council. Other areas of special interest
for me are sustainable food forest gar-
dening, anthropology, hiking, camp-
ing, and identifying wild plants. These
are important to me because I strive to
honor humanity’s connection to
nature. 

When I’m not in school or garden-
ing, I intend to pursue a career in eco-
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logical restoration. I would like to
design and implement restoration
projects for sensitive and endangered
forest-dwelling species of all phyla. 

Although I have a special place in
my heart for plants (especially trees), I
am learning that the diversity of life on
Earth is what makes life resilient.
Especially in the face of challenges
such as climate change and continued
human expansion, preserving diversity
seems to be a worthy goal. I have
come to believe that sustainable tim-
ber production and harvesting is
essential to a sustainable future for
humanity. I also believe that we will
utilize ever-evolving technology and
science to become more skilled at bal-
ancing forested land use for multiple
objectives. I truly envision a future
where we have skyscrapers built of
sustainably produced wood, sur-
rounded by beautiful urban and wild
forests, with clean water, clean air,
abundant wildlife, scenic trails, and
everything we ever need.

The practice of forestry guides my
life into alignment with my highest
personal values of respect, honesty,
and wisdom. Forestry helps me grow
in every dimension: physically, men-
tally, and spiritually. Each moment
that I spend creating a healthy forest
ecosystem—of which people are an
integral part—is a step toward achiev-
ing my highest potential for positive
influence. I am inspired to help
humanity live in healthy harmony
with the rest of the natural world and
grateful for the opportunity to do so
through sustainable, ecological
forestry practices.  

As Aldo Leopold said in A Sand
County Almanac, “When we see land
as a community to which we belong,
we may begin to use it with love and
respect.” I am honored to belong to
this wonderful community of foresters
who work every day to use our land
with love and respect. ◆

Lakyn Jacoby is a student SAF member
and is active in the Mount Hood
Community College Student SAF
Chapter. She can be reached at
l.jacoby2@saints.mhcc.edu.

WESTERN FORESTER  ◆ JANUARY/FEBRUARY/MARCH 2020  11

PHOTO COURTESY OF RIO HYBERT ZACK, SRWC

Lakyn Jacoby observes the confluence of the Sandy and Salmon rivers during
an August 2019 visit to the Floodplain Restoration Project site. Led by the
Sandy River Watershed Council (SRWC), this multi-ownership project aims to
reconnect over 400 acres of historic side-channels and floodplains along the
Sandy River, restoring habitat for native species of salmonids while also
increasing the resiliency of surrounding community infrastructure. Lakyn con-
tributed to this project during her internship with SRWC by documenting pre-
project surveys of plant, fungi, and lichen species present in the area.


