
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

Thirteen timber and forest prod-
ucts companies and 13 environ-
mental organizations agree to
MOU. At the time of this writing, the
Oregon 2020 legislative session (Feb. 3-
March 8) is in full swing with a full slate of
bills including several fluid forestry relat-
ed items. A significant development was
the February 10 announcement from
Governor Kate Brown of an agreement
between 13 timber and forest products
companies and 13 environmental organi-
zations. The signed MOU is an agreement
to walk away from pending ballot meas-
ures in exchange for stand-alone legisla-
tion in the February 2020 session specific
to helicopter application of pesticides on
forestland. As of press time, legislation
has not been signed. The agreement also
includes a good-faith commitment to
work for the next 18 months in a mediat-
ed forum between parties about how best

to recommend changes to the Oregon
Forest Practices Act. The agreement sets
the framework to create a federally
approved habitat conservation plan for
private forestlands. The Oregon SAF poli-
cy committee is actively tracking the issue
and updates will appear in future publi-
cations and communications.

Oregon SAF Creates Policy
Booklet. With a handful of forestry
initiatives proposed for the ballot in
Oregon this year, voters and the news
media that serve them are seeking
information about forest management
and the state laws that regulate forest
practices. To help satisfy the need for
unbiased, science-based information
about forests and forestry, Oregon SAF
(OSAF) has produced a pamphlet enti-
tled “Important Forestry Issues in
Oregon.” 

The 16-page booklet has been dis-
tributed to the 90-member Oregon leg-
islature and
will be distrib-
uted at public
forestry-relat-
ed events.

OSAF Policy
Co-chair Mark
Buckbee and
four other
OSAF mem-
bers—Ed
Shepard, CF,
Lauren Grand,
Jeremy Sapp,

and Anna Yarbrough—produced the
pamphlet. They also sought input from
Meghan Tuttle, who was Oregon SAF
chair in 2019, and Danielle Watson, SAF’s
national director of policy and commu-
nications. Andrea Watts edited the pam-
phlet as a contractor.

The team winnowed their original
list of potential topics to five “hot but-
ton” issues likely to be of high interest: 

1. Healthy, Managed Forests Create
Clean Drinking Water;

2. Good Tax Policy Promotes Good
Forest Management;

3. Growing Trees Grows Living Wages
and Communities;

4. Working Forests and Forest
Products Mitigate Climate Change; and

5. Why Fire and Fuels Management
is Needed on the Landscape.

Each of the five team members
researched and wrote about one of the
topics. They used existing Oregon and
national SAF position statements as the
foundation for addressing each of the
topics.

One overriding goal was to produce
a booklet that avoided forestry terms
and jargon that nonforesters might not
be familiar with, said Buckbee. “We
didn’t want to make it too technical,” he
said. “We tried to make it readily under-
standable by legislators and members
of the general public.”

The team had 750 paper copies print-
ed, which will be mailed or handed out
to people at various SAF events and sent
to other natural-resources-related organ-
izations. They also have a PDF file that
can be distributed by email. The PDF
can be downloaded from the Northwest
SAF website at forestry.org/oregon.

The overall cost of the project was
about $2,500, of which $2,000 was pro-
vided by a Foresters’ Fund grant and the
remainder by OSAF.

Contact: Mark Buckbee, buck-
beefamily@msn.com. ◆
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Seedling Nursery Since 1974

“Serving Many of the Reforestation Needs of the World From This Location Since 1889”

We bring experience with owners that care about their product and customers.

Approximately 10 million seedlings in annual production
1 container site (plugs), 2 bareroot/transplant sites (p+1, 1+1)

Contract growing and spec seedlings for forestry and Christmas tree production

LET US GROW YOUR SEEDLINGS
David Gerdes          Mike Gerdes

inquiries@silvaseed.com
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SILVASEED COMPANY
P.O. Box 118 • Roy, WA 98580 • (253) 843-2246

Tom Hanson
Tom.Hanson@ArborInfo.com

206 300 9711
www.arborinfo.com

Providing information about trees and forests


