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BY JERRY ANDERSON, CF

s I con-
clude

my sixth
decade, I
find myself
pondering
about things
a bit differ-
ently. I
attempt to
stay on task,
but like
many soon-
to-be senior
citizens, my
mind wan-
ders some
and I feel unencumbered to pontifi-
cate about all sorts of matters, some
trivial, some not.    

I started with SAF in the 1980s
when I was at Oregon State University
and then-Dean George Brown asked
me to take some folks to PDX in a
school van. I had never been on a
commercial flight and didn’t know
how to get to the airport, but somehow
and without google maps I was able to
find it. One of the riders was the new
executive vice-president of SAF, Bill
Banzhaf. I was not an SAF member at
the time, but after visiting with Bill and

the other occupants I soon joined.  
I’ve had many experiences with SAF

and feel fortunate to have been
involved with this organization. My
first leadership position was as Marys
Peak Chapter chair. I encourage
foresters, particularly young foresters,
to volunteer for your local chapter. It’s
good experience.

My most memorable SAF venture
was in 2001 while I was the Oregon
SAF chair-elect and Leslie Batten was
the state chair. The national conven-
tion was in Denver with the House of
Society Delegates (HSD) meeting start-
ing on September 11 and the main
convention starting on September 13.
Of course, we flew into Denver on
September 10 for the HSD meeting. If
you’re tracking those dates and know a
little history, you know we flew into
Denver the day before 911 and the
tragedy of 911 was taking place on the
first day of the HSD meeting. Not
knowing exactly what to do, we
attempted to conduct the meeting
while stepping out often to watch the
television in the hotel lobby. The SAF
organizers did the best they could with
a shortened HSD and what was even-
tually decided—a partial national con-
vention—but it was a challenge.  

Since the airport was closed, those
of us that arrived early for HSD were
stranded while the other participants

were not able to get to Denver. It was a
small group for the convention.
Fortunately, toward the end of the
week, a few flights were allowed. Leslie
caught a flight home and I drove my
rental car and dropped it off at PDX.
The rental folks weren’t too happy, but
they allowed the exception.  

Interestingly enough, I’ve experi-
enced another event that was painful.
Not on the same scale as 911 but it still
felt like a tragedy. On Christmas day of
1999, our Boise Cascade office was
burned down by domestic terrorists. If
you’ve never had something like that
happen, here’s some advice: Be diligent
about your computer backups! The sus-
pects were eventually caught and spent
time in prison. And we all moved on.  

I feel like I’m rambling so let me refo-
cus and do some real pontificating.
There are similarities between the two
events I’ve just talked about. During
911, that was the first time I’ve seen true
national unity. It didn’t last long enough,
but for a time everybody was truly unit-
ed. When the office was burned down
by arsonists, the local staff put aside any
petty differences and were truly a single
team with a common focus. Tragedy
does that. It reminds us what is valuable
in life and what is not. 

I believe work is important and we
need to work hard and do the best job
we can. That’s the contract we have
with our employer. However, it should
not be what we value. Whenever I
retire, I won’t waste a single brain cell
remembering some decision I made at
work. Those things are in the moment
then done. I will, however, remember
the people I’ve worked with and rela-
tionships I’ve built, both personal and
professional. Those have lasting value
and I cherish those memories. I hope
you feel the same. I’ve been fortunate
to be in a profession with so many great
people. Not everybody can say that.  ◆

Jerry Anderson, CF, is the region man-
ager, Western Oregon, Hancock Forest
Management, located in Independence,
Ore. He is a former Oregon SAF chair
and Northwest Office Committee chair.
He can be reached at janderson@
hnrg.com.
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