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BY KATIE NICHOLS, PE

rowing up in
the small town

of Canby, Ore., as I
got ready to exit
high school I knew I
wanted to pursue a
challenging career
path. After a few
years living in Portland and going to
school, I decided to transfer to
Oregon State University. I chose to
major in forest engineering knowing
that it would provide the challenge I
was after; I also thought that a job in
the forest sounded like a good adven-
ture. 

As I learned more about forest
engineering and land surveying, I
knew I had found what I wanted to do
for the rest of my life. The puzzles of
laying out a road system for future
logging and piecing together old cor-
ner notes to find where property line
is promised to provide me with
thought-provoking activities day after
day. Along with the chance to see a
project from beginning to end, know-
ing that I am part of providing the
public with renewable and sustain-
ably harvested wood products drew
me in even more.  

Upon graduating from OSU, I
moved to Roseburg, Ore., to work for
Lone Rock Resources as a forest engi-
neering operation assistant. I found
myself in another small town that I
now love to call my home. Now with
five years of work experience in the
woods, I have learned countless new
things, developed invaluable skills,
and grown as a professional and an
engineer. With the support of my co-
workers at Lone Rock, I am now
proud to say that I am a licensed pro-
fessional Forest Engineer and on
track to become a licensed Land

Surveyor. 
In addition to my engineering

duties, I am also Lone Rock’s sustain-
ability coordinator. Our lands are
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI)
certified and abide by the 15 objec-
tives that are set forth by SFI. Being
the SFI program coordinator allows
me to be on the ground during all
types of active operations across our
land base. This allows me to enjoy
one of my favorite parts of being a
forester: getting to interact with our
operators and receiving their feed-
back on the roads I have designed. 

I truly believe that people are what
make this industry so great. Having
the opportunity to interact with peo-
ple from across the state in a variety
of jobs was one of the things that
drew me further into the Society of
American Foresters (SAF). When one
of my co-workers strongly suggested I
join SAF, I was initially unsure if being
involved was worth my time. After a
few meetings I was thankful I listened
to that co-worker. I found myself
looking forward to hearing what the
next meeting topic was as I was excit-
ed to expand my forestry knowledge.

Soon I became involved with the
Umpqua Chapter executive commit-

tee as education chair. In this role I
was coordinating volunteers for a
variety of community events and
meeting new people left and right.
Networking with local schools and
organizations expanded my knowl-
edge of the timber community in
Roseburg and Douglas County, all
through SAF. In 2019, I had the privi-
lege of being the Umpqua Chapter
chair, attending the PNW leadership
conference and state meeting. 

These events provided me with
skills and knowledge that improved
my leadership abilities. These skills
have helped me take steps up in my
career and allowed me to expand my
duties to include many tasks I greatly
enjoy. As I begin my OSAF delegate-at-
large role in 2020 I hope to continue
bettering myself and OSAF. Being able
to give back to an organization that
has helped me get to where I am is
something I greatly look forward to.  ◆

Katie Nichols, PE, is a forest engineer
and sustainability coordinator for Lone
Rock Resources in Roseburg, Ore. An
SAF member since 2012, she has served
in a variety of chapter leadership posi-
tions and is this year’s elected Oregon
SAF delegate-at-large. She can be
reached at knichols@lrtco.com.

SAF Skills Transfer to the Job

G

Watts Named New SAFNWO Manager
and Western Forester Editor

The SAF Northwest Office Committee has announced
that Andrea Watts will serve as the new manager of the
office and editor of the Western Forester, effective April 1.
She replaces Lori Rasor, who is moving to a full-time
position with the SAF National Office.

Andrea brings experience as a freelance science writer
specializing in forestry and natural resources, paired with an administrative
background that includes event planning, financial experience, and records
management. She currently serves as associate editor of The Forestry
Source, work she will continue to do as she adds to her SAF resume as an
independent contractor for the Northwest Office.

Says SAF Northwest Office Chair Jenny Knoth: “Andrea’s professional
experiences and skills, enthusiasm for forestry and SAF, and motivated
nature makes her a perfect fit for the Northwest Office.”

Andrea will work from an office in southwest Washington. Melinda Olson
will continue to serve the Northwest Office in an administrative capacity at
an office at the World Forestry Center. Andrea can be reached at wattsa@
forestry.org.


