
Amy Grotta
1970-2019

Amy Grotta, 49, died December 24,
2019, in Portland, Ore., after a four-year
battle with chondrosarcoma.

Amy was the wife of David Dreher,
mother of Anna (17) and Eben (13),
daughter of Emily Grotta and James
Grotta, step-daughter of John Boudreaux
and Kathy Dreyfus, and sister of Jacob,
Andrew and Ben Grotta.

Amy was born in Charlottesville,
Virginia, and moved around quite a bit
as a child, living in Israel, New York,
Mississippi, Colorado, and Massachusetts.
Eventually her family settled in Houston,
Texas, where she graduated from Bellaire
High School in 1988. Amy was an honor
student, a talented gymnast, editor of her
high school yearbook, and active in many
high school clubs and youth organiza-
tions.

Amy attended the University of
California, Berkeley and graduated in
1992 with a bachelor’s degree in conserva-
tion and resource studies. After gradua-
tion, she moved to Vermont where she
worked as a wilderness trail crew leader,
farm hand, gymnastics coach, and high
school teacher. In 1996, Amy left Vermont
for the Peace Corps and spent two years
working in rural Paraguay as an agro-
forestry technician and traveling with
friends and family to Chile, Bolivia,
Argentina, and Brazil.

After completing her Peace Corps serv-
ice, Amy returned to Vermont and mar-
ried David Dreher. Shortly thereafter, they
moved to Corvallis, Ore., and Amy began
graduate school at Oregon State University.
After receiving her master’s degree in
Forest Science in 2002, Amy was hired by
Washington State University Extension as

the forestry agent for King County. In
2008, Amy and her family returned to
Oregon when she joined the Oregon State
University Forestry and Natural Resources
Extension as an assistant professor in the
Department of Forest Ecosystems and
Society. She became a tenured associate
professor in 2015.

Amy was a passionate educator who
engaged effectively with the family forest
landowner community as the Forestry
and Natural Resources Extension agent
for Columbia, Washington, and Yamhill
counties. She actively supported a group
of Master Woodland Managers, members
of the Women Owning Woodlands
Network, three local chapters of the
Oregon Small Woodlands Association, and
the Oregon Woodlands Cooperative. Amy
succeeded as an educator largely because
she was not only knowledgeable, but also
very approachable. She embraced the
challenges of working in a very diverse
area and was equally at ease working with
rural forest landowners, discussing
rural/urban interface issues, or helping
Portland neighborhoods maintain a
healthy urban forest. These skills made
her an effective, well-respected, and wel-
come leader among her colleagues.

In her work Amy sought to include and
empower the people she worked on
behalf of through her involvement in a
number of citizen science initiatives. She
was the driving force for the Oregon
Forest Pest Detector program, a collabora-
tion with several state agencies that trains
volunteers to monitor for the arrival of
invasive insect species. She was given the
Vice Provost Award for Excellence, OSU
Outreach and Engagement for her work
on the program in May 2019. Her efforts
with the Oregon Season Tracker program,
which involves community members in
climate science research through observa-
tions of precipitation and phenology, were
recognized in September 2019 with the
OSU Extension Association Search for
Excellence award. Most recently she had
been very involved with the Oregon Bee
Atlas in their efforts to involve family for-

est owners in studying and understanding
the role of wild pollinators in Oregon.
Every project Amy was involved in bene-
fited greatly from her participation.

Amy’s neighbors and friends knew her
as an avid gardener, a strong parent, and a
lifelong lover of nature and wilderness
who was always looking forward to the
next adventure. She will be greatly missed
by friends, neighbors, family, and col-
leagues.

A celebration of Amy’s life will be held
Saturday, June 6, 2020, at McMenamins
Grand Lodge in Forest Grove, Ore. If you
would like additional details for the cele-
bration, please email rememberatg@
gmail.com. Details will also be shared on
Facebook through the In Memory of Amy
Grotta group. Cards can be sent to the
Dreher Family, 4706 NE 18th Ave,
Portland, OR 97211.

Donations in memory of Amy may be
made through the OSU Foundation. In
alignment with Amy’s values and life’s
work, all donations will be used to sup-
port the research, outreach, and educa-
tion activities of the OSU College of
Forestry. Please send donations to: OSU
Foundation, 4238 SW Research Way,
Corvallis, OR 97333-1068. Please include
this form (bit.ly/2tVrLTw) with your dona-
tion and state that it is “in memory of
Amy Grotta” and for the College of
Forestry. If you are including a check,
please write “College of Forestry, in mem-
ory of Amy Grotta” on the memo line.

Jim Denison
1927-2019

James (Jim) Denison passed away
November 9, 2019.

Born in Eugene, Ore., in 1927, he was
raised in nearby Lebanon, Salem, and
Klamath Falls. He was a World War II vet-
eran of US Naval Services, 1950 graduate
of Oregon State University School of
Forestry, longtime resident of the
Newport/Toledo/Elk City and Lebanon
areas of Oregon, and a lifetime advocate
for Oregon’s forests. He spent more than
60 years as a timber cruiser, land and
water rights surveyor, and forestry con-
sultant. He worked for Cascadia Lumber
Company and Publishers Paper Company
before co-founding two companies:
Denison Surveying with his brother Chuck
Denison, and Coastal Land Management
with his wife Betty.

He was an incredibly kind and gentle
man, and described as “good, solid, easy-
going, trustworthy”—a “mensch” to
forestry students, friends, and family.

Jim often spoke to legislators and oth-
ers in the timber industry of his frustra-
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We Remember

You won’t want to miss the 2020 SAF state annual meetings!
This year’s annual meetings will feature informative
presentations, field trips, and opportunities for
networking. Register today at www.forestry.org.

Alaska SAF—April 2-4 • Juneau, AK
Hosted by the Juneau Chapter

Washington State SAF—April 6-8 • Leavenworth, WA
Hosted by the Mid-Columbia Chapter

Oregon SAF—April 15-16 • Keizer, OR
Keizer Community Center • Hosted by the Capitol Chapter



tion with the changes in land acquisition
and logging practices, particularly various
clashes between logging interests and
environmentalists to which he was privy,
and the controversy created by legislation
to protect the northern spotted owl. He
was a trailblazer for the small woodlands
of this country. He did not hesitate to
share his perspectives and valued his
associations with Dean George Peavy, T.J.
Starker and the Starker Family, and Tony
Van Vliet. He was a mentor for foresters in
Oregon and his mentors and friends
included foresters Jim Bagley, Burt Udell,
and Mac McCollough.

He leaves behind a legacy that will be
difficult to follow, but one we can aspire
to follow.

His family includes wife Betty; daugh-
ters Sharon (Gary) DeHart, Diane (Tom)
Markiewicz, Steph (Chris) Moothart,
Marjean Denison, Kari (Scott) Lasswell,
Dianne (Eldon) Ribordy; and son Don
(Rhonda) Denison. He has 14 grandchil-
dren and 18 great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers the family asks that
you donate in his memory to either of the
following: Oregon Tree Farm Memorial
Fund, c/o Dick Courter, Standing Chair
and Founder, OTFS Memorial Fund, 1600
NW Skyline Blvd., Portland, OR 97229;
genetechs@aaahawk.com, or Society of
American Foresters, eforester.org/
donatenow.

Fred Hall
1927-2019

Frederick Columbus Hall (age 94) died
in his home on December 5, 2019. He was
born to Nelson Clarence and Carol Conlee
Hall on April 19, 1927, in Whitefish Bay,
Wisconsin. He is survived by his spouse of
35 years, Ginger Potter-Hall, his two chil-
dren Wayne F. Hall and Connie A. Hatley,
four stepchildren, 14 grandchildren, and
12 great-grandchildren.

Fred was a Marine’s Marine; he joined
the Marine Corps as soon as he turned 17
toward the end of WWII, was trained as a
Raider and continued to serve in the
USMC through Korea and Vietnam. He
was released from active duty in 1954, but
stayed active in the Reserves until his
retirement as Major in April 1987. Starting
as a lowly 17-year-old recruit at Camp
Pendleton, he served his country through
three wars. Between wars, he was a mem-
ber of the armed forces equestrian team
and trained horses for a number of years.
His WWII Raider training led to him
becoming the OIC (Officer In Charge) of
developing and implementing USMC hel-
icopter air assault processes and proce-
dures during the Korean War. His college

education positioned him to take an inte-
gral part in building the first golf course
on Quantico.

He didn’t stop there. His personal life
also reflected his dedication to the Marine
Corps Hymn “in the Air, on Land, and
Sea.” In the air Fred was an accomplished
pilot with commercial and instructor’s
licenses and he taught his son to fly.

On the land, Fred developed the first
ecology program for the U.S. Forest
Service, and was a prominent range ecol-
ogist in eastern Oregon. His pioneering
work on forest ecosystems, grazing/
browsing monitoring, photo monitoring,
and forest health have stood the test of
time and are still being used today. Fred
was a scientist and earned dual doctorates
in plant ecology and range management.
He was also a creative innovator, and
inventor with a passion for “getting it
done.” To fully document his theories, he
designed, tested, and perfected the photo
point monitoring system still in use today.
He also gathered extensive data for over
50 years throughout the Pacific Northwest
region to support his ecosystem classifica-
tion and succession model, as well as his
growth basal area calculations. Both are
still standards in the Forest Service. When
he needed a means of determining slope
angles back in the 1960s, he created his
own inclinometer. Notably, Fred contin-
ued his research and publications, unpaid
and unassisted, long after his retirement
from the Forest Service.

In establishing and developing the
Forest Service Ecology Program in the
Northwest, Fred hired and mentored
many excellent ecologists that have made
significant contributions for decades.
Many ecologists, on learning of his pass-
ing, have remarked on how important he
was in developing their careers. The
Ecology Program remains among the best
applied science efforts in the Forest
Service, in large part because of the legacy
Fred provided.

As a teacher and mentor, Fred was
unparalleled. He was a colorful and
dynamic presence in the lecture hall,
camp, or field. His talks were often illus-
trated with humorous drawings and sto-
ries. He taught his kids plant identifica-
tion, how to walk a trail in the dark with
no flashlight, how to do a 100-point plot,
and dig deep holes and test soil, along
with respect for, and fascination with the
high country. An evening around the
campfire with Fred was an event to
remember…not only for his insights into
ecological circumstances, but also for the
humor and robust enthusiasm he brought
to his subject.

On the sea Fred was a blue water sailor

and navigator, finding his way across the
open ocean with a sextant and celestial
navigation. He loved to cruise the San
Juan Islands and lived aboard his sailboat
for a number of years. He taught his chil-
dren, stepchildren, and grandchildren to
love sailing as much as he did.

Semper Fi Marine. Bravo Zulu.

James Short
1944-2019

James “Jim” Short, born in Spokane,
Wash., to Kenneth and Fern Short, died
peacefully on November 9, 2019, at the
Evergreen Hospice Center in Kirkland,
Wash. Jim had bravely battled pancreatic
cancer. 

Raised in Pullman, Wash., Jim attended
Washington State University, majoring in
forestry and wildlife management. He was
a member of Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity.
As an avid Cougar fan, he proudly wore
his hat and greeted other Cougs. He
served in the National Guard. 

Jim’s career was spent in forest man-
agement and the paper industry. With
over 40-plus years working at Scott Paper
and Kimberly-Clark, he performed many
roles. At the time of retirement, he was the
Fiber Procurement manager with a broad
network of contacts and forest products
resources. Jim was dedicated to the suc-
cess of the Everett Pulp Mill and Tissue
Plant. Colleagues say that Jim was an
excellent decision maker, highly respect-
ed, and fair in business. 

He was active in professional societies
and organizations including International
Order of Hoo-Hoo, Forestry Resource
Council, and the Society of American
Foresters, where he attained Golden
membership. To know Jim was to like Jim.
He had a big personality, sense of humor,
was gregarious, and cared for others,
including animals. He worked hard and
knew his field inside and out. Once
retired, he followed his dream of traveling
the world. He supported many causes and
organizations, especially for animals and
forestry. 

He was a great dad, wonderful hus-
band, and a true friend. He is survived by
his loving wife, Janis; daughters Gretchen
Short (Paul Lettieri) and Keri Jantz (Jay);
son Greg Short; stepsons Chase Parsley
(Reby) and Bart Parsley; sister, Ann Slack
(Jim); brother, Donald Short (Norma); and
many grandchildren, nieces, and
nephews, along with his faithful cat
“Lacie” of 16 years.

Jim’s guestbook can be signed at
Butterworthfuneralhome.com. To reach
family, email joplinparsley@hotmail.com. ◆
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