
Dear SAF Members,

As my time as the
SAF Northwest
Office manager and
editor of the Western
Forester draws to a
close, I thought it fit-
ting that my final
issue of the Western
Forester—number 196—should focus
on something that has been so
important to me throughout my time
with SAF: people.

Coming out of the Resource
Recreation Management program at
Oregon State University’s School of
Forestry in 1984, I was convinced my
option in park administration would
land me a job as the next park super-
intendent. After an internship with
state parks at Silver Falls, I moved into
a seasonal position at Milo McIver
State Park where I cut a lot of grass (it
was a golf course at one time).

Meanwhile, my mother was mak-
ing an important connection during a
Camp Fire board meeting. One of her
colleagues suggested that I talk about
job opportunities with a friend of his:
John Blackwell, the executive director
of the World Forestry Center. And so, I
did.

Six months later, Mike Barnes, the
Forestry Center’s assistant director,
called to say the Center was bringing
several like-minded forestry organiza-
tions under one roof, and if I was
interested, a job was available. As I
was still doing a lot of mowing, I
jumped at the opportunity to learn
more about forestry. Little did I know
that not only would I become pas-

sionate about SAF, but also about the
people and connections that have
kept me energized and engaged.

During those early days, I had the
good fortune of being mentored by
key SAF figures Bob Tokarczyk, Merle
Lowden, Bob Hostetter, Bob Alverts,
and others who taught me what SAF
was all about and what it meant to be
an SAF member.

As my role expanded into serving as
Northwest Office manager and editor
in the early 1990s, I developed rela-
tionships (and friendships) as I met
and worked with SAF members of all
stripes on various projects and com-
mittees throughout the Northwest. 

There were carpools to meetings at
Weyerhaeuser Headquarters with Eric
Wisch and Philo Gregg, and trips
down to Coos Bay with Dan Green
and Ray Craig that sparked ideas on
how to increase SAF’s influence in the
forestry community.

I observed leadership in action
from members like Brian Schlaefli,
Ann Forest Burns, Tim Keith, and Jim
Rombach as I tried to absorb the best
of the best as we worked to improve
service to SAF members in our region. 

More recently, always mindful of
fiduciary responsibilities, sleeves have
been rolled up with treasurers Chuck
Lorenz and Steve Cafferata to analyze
budgets and develop tax reporting
processes. Steve Pilkerton led the
Northwest Office Committee with
strength and determination during
key transition years.

Eric Kranzush’s industrious
approach to navigating and leading
our website efforts has been inspir-
ing. Taking advantage of new tech-
nologies through Zoom video confer-
encing, Alaska SAF member contribu-
tions and impact with the Northwest

Office contingency
continues to grow.

The esprit de
corps that defines
SAF as an organiza-
tion shines through
all these recollec-
tions. Perhaps this
explains why, 35 years after being
hired to work for SAF, I’ve never left. I
have been personally growing along-
side our outstanding members
throughout these experiences. 

Certainly, it’s never been dull or
boring. Now, it’s a joy and exciting to
support and watch the next cadre of
professionals—Meghan Tuttle, Jenny
Knoth, Jeremy Douse, Julie Woodward,
Brittany Church, and countless oth-
ers—grow into strong leaders as they
contribute time, energy, and opti-
mism to deliver on SAF’s mission. 

This people-focused issue of the
Western Forester includes stories from
a handful of leaders sharing their per-
spectives. I hope you enjoy the essays
as much as I have. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to
work closely together with so many of
you. As I move into a full-time posi-
tion with the SAF national office, I
look forward to continuing our con-
nections as we embark together on
new challenges.

Respectfully,

Lori Rasor
rasorl@safnet.org
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