
Oregon
In July, Oregon Governor Kate Brown

signed SB1602, one of a handful of bills
passed out of the 2020 Special Legislative
session. SB 1602 codifies changes to
aerial application rules for pesticide and
herbicide use in forestry. It is one of
several elements of the Memorandum
of Understanding signed by 13 industry
and 13 environmental groups earlier this
year. 

OSAF submitted comments to the
eastern Oregon US Forest Service super-
visors regarding the “Eastside Screens”
interim rule that limits harvest to trees
smaller than 21 inches. This interim rule
has been around for nearly three
decades, and OSAF called for more flexi-
bility to meet site specific desired future
conditions, and to better address climate
change and wildfire hazard. 

In July, Steve Fitzgerald, director of

the Department of Forest Engineering,
Resources & Management at Oregon
State University and SAF member, led a
field trip in central Oregon to discuss the
silvicultural strategies that are needed to
meet desired stand conditions in the
ponderosa pine and mixed conifer
forests. In attendance were over 15 par-
ticipants from the US Forest Service and
industry. 

OSAF worked with Danielle Watson,
the director of policy and public affairs,
to prepare comments on the US
Department of Interior Bureau of Land
Management proposed revisions to its
Forest Management Regulations
43CFR5000. These rules affect both O&C
(Oregon and California) and PD (public
domain) lands. Generally speaking, the
new rules streamline the Administrative
Remedies process (protest/appeal) and
give more flexibility to managers when
preparing and administering timber sale
contracts.

Contact: OSAF Policy Committee
Cochairs Mark Buckbee buckbeefamily@
msn.com or Ed Shepard sssstr1@
comcast.net

Washington 
The Washington State SAF Policy

Committee is soliciting assistance to
review, update, and develop new posi-
tion statements in CY2020 and 2021. If
you are interested in participating in
this process, contact WSSAF Policy
Committee Chair Darren Goodding at
dgoodding@nwnrm.com.

This update on the Working Forest License
Plate is provided by the Washington Forest
Protection Association.

The process to go from idea to an
official state license plate is a long and
complicated one, with the culminating
event the passage of a bill in the legisla-
ture. State law provides a roadmap to
the creation of a specialty plate. A leg-
islative proposal is best served by being
accompanied by the signature of 3,500
Washington motorists expressing an
interest in purchasing the plate.

The idea to create a specialty plate
that recognizes the importance of
Washington’s Working Forests and pro-
vides funding to the Washington Tree
Farm Program (https://watreefarm.org/)
was hatched in 2018. In 2019, HB 2166,
which was sponsored by Rep. Ed. Orcutt
(R-Kalama), Rep. John Lovick (D-Mill
Creek), Rep. Mike Chapman (D-Port
Angeles), Rep. Andy Barkis (R-Yelm),
Rep. Brian Blake (D-Aberdeen), and
Rep. Joel Kretz (R-Wauconda), made it
all the way to the Senate floor before
running out of time on a crowded floor
calendar.

In 2020, the Working Forest plate
went into session with around 2,500 sig-
natures. Although the Legislature can,
and does, allow plates without the full
signature list collected, proposals are
best served being able to show the com-
plete complement, because there’s great
competition for new license plates. The
2020 Legislature considered six serious
proposals for new specialty license
plates. Only two passed: one celebrating
Washington potatoes and one for the
yet-to-be-named Seattle professional
hockey team. [On July 23, the team
announced the hockey team is the
Seattle Kraken.] The others are left con-
tinuing to collect signatures and pursu-
ing passage in the 2021 Legislature that
will convene in January.

Although the effort fell short this year,
there are reasons to be optimistic mov-
ing forward. The House Transportation
Committee Chair, Rep. Jake Fey (D-
Tacoma), passed the bill from his com-
mittee with a unanimous vote. It was
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Policy Scoreboard
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in
the Western Forester. The intent is to
provide a brief explanation of the policy
activity. You are encouraged to follow up
with the listed contact person for detailed
information.

FORESTS
ARE THE ANSWER
At the Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SFI), 
we believe that well-managed and certified 
forests are the answer to helping address many 
of the local, national and global challenges we face.

Choose the SFI Standard for your working forest. The 
actions we take today determine the future of our forests.

Learn more at sfiprogram.org & wasfi.org.wasfi .orgwasfi .orgwasfi .org.



passed off of the House floor with an
impressive 95-3 vote, accompanied by
floor speeches praising the value of
working forests.

Rep. Orcutt said on the House floor,
“This is an industry that’s been very
prevalent in our state for many, many
years, but what a lot of people don’t real-
ly know is the first commercial tree farm
and the Tree Farm Program was actually
started right here in the state of
Washington. We’re coming up on eighty
years of the Tree Farm Program and the
benefit of this plate will go to encourage
people to keep forest lands in forest
land, rather than converting to other
uses. We think that’s the best use of those
lands. We think it’s in the best interest of
not only the landowners but the state to
keep as many of those working forest
lands to continue to work as forest lands
and providing fish and wildlife habitat,
cleaning the air, and sequestering car-
bon from the atmosphere.”

Rep. Fey followed with a floor speech
of his own. “Having grown up in the
Olympic Peninsula and having virtually
all of my family members work associ-
ated with the timber industry, I can
appreciate the value of making sure that
we protect whatever we can and contin-
ue to grow this industry.”

This proposal will return next legisla-
tive session and hopefully it can take
that final step into state law and onto
the state highways. It will again be a
crowded field and competition with
other proposed plates will be stiff. In
the meantime, it is critical to get as
many signatures on the petition as pos-
sible. The more names collected, the
greater the chance that working forests
message can appear on the roads and
the Washington Tree Farm program can
receive these needed funds.

You can add your name at
https://www.workingforests.org/forests
-and-fish-license-plate/. ◆
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Western Forester Updates
lthough the Western Forester is available as a PDF on the website, the
articles for the 2020 winter and spring issues are now posted online for

easier sharing. Another change, the online PDF is now in color! The 2020
issues and articles are available at http://www.nw-office.forestry.org/north-
westoffice/western-forester/2020.

The themes for 2021 are:
• tribal forestry;
• the business of consulting forestry [scheduled for the fall issue];
• women in forestry; and
• the history of forestry [scheduled for the winter issue].
If you have story ideas or articles you’d like to write, I’d love to hear about

them. Email me at wattsa@forestry.org. ◆

A

Updates from the National Office
Young Professionals: Join Our Board

Nominations are currently being accepted for the Young Professional (YP)
board seat on the SAF Board of Directors. This position, which begins
January 1, 2021, is a one-year, non-voting position appointed by the SAF
president from a pool of candidates nominated by the SAF Board district
directors. The role of the YP is to provide a young professional voice based on
your experiences and be a bridge between the membership and the SAF
Board. SAF members in good standing under the age of 40 are eligible. YPs
must be college graduates. The deadline to submit materials is October 1.
Candidates are asked to sign a consent form and provide biographical infor-
mation, a letter of interest, and a recent photograph. Self-nominations wel-
come.

Don’t miss this opportunity to provide your perspectives and connect
within the SAF community while learning about critical issues impacting
forestry and SAF.

Visit https://tinyurl.com/y5akoz7s for additional information to download
forms, or contact your district board representative (district map and contact
information provided on website).

Support the Foresters’ Fund and Kurt Gottschalk Science Fund

There’s still time to donate to the virtual SAF Auction this year at the 2020
national convention! Here’s how this will work in the new virtual environ-
ment:

Donate an item that is easy to ship: artwork, clothing, hand-crafted items,
specialty foods, gift baskets, gift cards—anything that will entice an online
bid is welcome and encouraged. No alcohol please, as we cannot guarantee
the age of the purchaser.

Fill out this donor form and return to Auction Chair Ron Lemin at
teiron@aol.com. Key items to include: High-quality photo(s): Since buyers
won’t be able to see your items in person, good pictures will say a thousand
words and provide a striking visual of the item. Description: Just like your
images, your description tells people a lot about your item. A detailed and
accurate description will help showcase your items. Estimated value: Include
the estimated value of the item(s). Include shipping cost, as well as your sug-
gested minimum bid. Volunteers will upload your items onto the virtual
online auction platform and prepare them for auction. After the auction, you
will be notified of who won your item, and you will be responsible for ship-
ping that item to them. For more information, visit
https://tinyurl.com/y3vr2nz8. ◆


