
The forestry and forest products
sectors have six basic strategies to
reduce GHG emissions. They can
increase sequestration by 1) increasing
forest area; 2) increasing carbon stocks
in existing forests; and 3) increasing
the carbon storage pool in wood prod-
ucts. They can also reduce emissions
(either biogenic or fossil) into the
atmosphere by 1) reducing emissions
from forest land conversion, fire, or
degradation; 2) reducing fossil fuel
emissions by using biomass for ener-
gy; and 3) substituting wood products
for more energy-intensive materials.

These strategies are broad general-
izations and do not apply to each for-
est equally. And in the PNW we still
have seemingly conflicting scientific
information on both the role of wood
products and harvesting and the
impact of fire emissions with varying
levels of forest management. After
wrestling between the science and pol-
icy world in forest carbon discussions,
I have learned that it is helpful first to
ask these three questions when dis-
cussing forests and carbon:

• What is the question? What
are you trying to solve and in
what context?

This approach seems straight-
forward, but it determines the sandbox
with which you are playing in when
having these discussions. Are you trying
to maximize carbon in the forest or
minimum carbon dioxide in the atmos-
phere? The conflicting information aris-
ing from scientific studies is due to the
formation of the question, which then
determines your scope and functional
unit (what you are comparing).  

• Do we have the same under-
standing of the words we are
using?

Words matter, and they mean dif-
ferent things to different people. For
example, there are at least four differ-
ent ways to define “carbon neutrality.”
A “removal” means what is taken off
the site (e.g. harvest) in FIA terms, or
what is taken out of the atmosphere in
carbon target setting and standards
terms. “Embodied carbon” is actually
the emissions that are released in
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In 2009, when I wrote my family’s first forest management plan, carbon
wasn’t mentioned; in the 2017 update, there is a section called “Climate
Change and Carbon Sequestration.” This addition represents the knowledge
that I gained during those eight years on carbon and why it is an ecosystem
service that I should manage for alongside wildlife, water, and habitat. I
wouldn’t be surprised if many of you also experienced a similar learning
curve during this time frame. 

And there is always more to learn about carbon as the authors who con-
tributed to this issue demonstrate, whether it’s how carbon cycles through the
natural landscape and society, or how natural processes are being altered
because of climate change that is resulting from the increased levels of atmos-
phere carbon dioxide. Fortunately, as many of these articles highlight, trees are
the answer because of their ability to sequester carbon and serve as long-term
carbon stores. As practitioners who work in the forestry and natural resources
fields, we are best positioned to explain the science to the public and policy
makers and manage our region’s forested landscapes. 

As the year comes to a close, I’d like to express my appreciation for every-
one who has welcomed me into the role of manager of the Northwest Office.
And a grateful thank you all of the authors who volunteered to share their
expertise, the advertisers whose financial
support makes producing the Western
Forester possible, and SAF members who
continue to support this organization.
Right now, everyone is making hard
choices of where to channel their energy
and financial support. That you have
given some of it to the Western Forester
and the Society of American Foresters is
seen and appreciated. 
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On the family property, carbon is locked up in the stand of mature
western redcedar, but come this winter, the carbon sequestered in this
firewood will be released into the atmosphere.


