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Editor’s note: Beginning with the
October/November/December 2020 issue,
obituaries are now available online.

George Chesley
1941-2020

George Chesley died July 11, 2020 at
age 79. He was born on January 21, 1941,
in New Britain, Connecticut. After gradu-
ating from Michigan State University,
George was commissioned an officer in
the US Army Corps of Engineers and
served in the Republic of Korea with a
heavy equipment unit. Upon completion
of active duty, George worked as assistant
director of parks and recreation for the
city of Eau Claire, Wisconsin, where he
met Joy Krische. They later married on
April 20, 1968. 

After earning a degree in forestry at
Colorado State University, George joined
the US Forest Service and served on the
Lowell and Sweet Home Ranger Districts
of the Willamette National Forest and the
Republic Ranger District of the Colville
National Forest. In 1978, he became the
district ranger on Deschutes National
Forest’s Fort Rock Ranger District. Under
his tenure, Congress established the
Forest Service-administered Newberry
National Volcanic Monument, a transition
George was directly and successfully
involved with.

In 1995, the Fort Rock Ranger District
combined with the Bend Ranger District

to form the current Bend-Fort Rock
Ranger District; George succeeded
OldSmokey Stan Kunzman as Deschutes
National Forest fire staff officer. In this
position, he was instrumental in promot-
ing the cooperation of federal fire and
fuels management agencies in Central
Oregon, and consolidating Deschutes and
Ochoco national forest and the Bureau of
Land Management’s (BLM) Prineville
District fire assets into the Central Oregon
Fire Management Service (COFMS),
which he led for several years. “In my
opinion, this was one of his most signifi-
cant accomplishments,” said OldSmokey
Don Pederson. “Fire organizations are
notoriously territorial. Getting everyone
on one forest to work together is an
accomplishment, but getting two national
forests and a different agency, the
Prineville BLM, to all work together took
exceptional leadership skills.”

George applied those leadership skills
beyond the federal arena with his work on
Project Wildfire. “After two disastrous
wildfires that burned numerous homes in
Bend in 1990 and 1996, George worked
with county leaders, various firefighting
organizations, and other interested par-
ties to form what was, at the time, the
only group formed by county ordinance
to specifically address the risk of wildfire
in a community,” Don Pederson recalled.
“The group was able to raise a tremen-
dous amount of money for fuels reduction
and education on defensible space.
George was one of the original board of
directors members, and was still on the
board when he died.”

George was active in church and civic
affairs. He was a long-time member of the
board of trustees and treasurer of the First
United Methodist Church in Bend. “At one
time or another, George held just about
every volunteer position at the church.”
Don Pederson said. “He was a very active
member of Kiwanis in Bend, and also
served eight years as treasurer of the orga-
nization’s state-level fundraising program
for Oregon Health Sciences University’s
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital in
Portland. An Eagle Scout, George was
active in Scouting in Bend while his son
Shawn worked toward his own Eagle
Scout rank.” 

Always a forester, George was honored
with the Oregon Society of American
Foresters (OSAF) Lifetime Achievement

Award presented at the OSAF annual
meeting in Bend, Oregon, on April 19,
2018, in recognition of his lifetime com-
mitment to the Society of American
Foresters and the forestry profession. He
served as OSAF treasurer from 2002 to
2012, and for years was on the executive
committee of his local OSAF chapter.

George was one of the original four
OldSmokey volunteer interpreters of the
Pacific Northwest Forest Service
Association-sponsored High Desert
Ranger Station exhibit at the High Desert
Museum south of Bend and continued
this summer service as long as his health
permitted.

George is survived by his wife Joy, their
son Shawn who lives with his wife and
two daughters in Alfalfa, Oregon, and
their daughter Megan of Atlanta, Georgia.

OldSmokeys Dennis Dietrich and Don
Pederson provided essential information
for this remembrance.

William Truax
1931-2020

On Tuesday, September 29, 2020,
William “Bill” Truax went to Heaven at the
age of 89. He passed away at Mt. Rainier
while having a picnic with the love of his
life, his wife Kathy. Bill was born
September 3, 1931 in Minot, North
Dakota to Theodore and Florence
(Lutgen) Truax. His family moved to
Edmonds, Washington, where he graduat-
ed from Edmonds High School. He
attended University of Washington and
received a degree in forestry before serv-
ing two years in the Army.

Bill started his career in forestry in
Steilacoom, Washington, at West Tacoma
Newsprint. After his first year there, he
married Kathleen “Kathy” Kinzner of
Tacoma, Washington, and they spent the
next 62 years together raising a family,
exploring the Pacific Northwest, and gen-
erously opening their home to family and
friends. His 37-year career took the family
to Montesano, Washington, and Corvallis,
Oregon. After retirement from Boise
Cascade, he and Kathy returned to
Washington State and had the opportuni-
ty to take several cruises and trips all over
the world.

Family was everything to Bill. He
enjoyed hosting gatherings and preserved
these memories through pictures and
home videos. He instilled a love for the
outdoors in his children and grandchil-
dren and was proud that many of them
carried on his forestry legacy. He also
enjoyed researching family genealogy,
loved the hunt of finding treasures at
garage sales, and always liked learning
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new things. Above all, he loved to pass on
his strong Catholic faith.

Bill was full of life and energy until his
last breath. Even in his later years, he
remained physically fit and could fre-
quently be found walking, gardening, and
helping his children with projects. He was
an active member in the Knights of
Columbus, a volunteer for the Saint
Vincent DePaul Clothing Bank, a leading
supporter of the Thurston and Mason
County Republican Party chapters, and a
recipient of the Golden Membership
Award from the Society of American
Foresters.

He will be remembered as a loving
husband, a wonderful father, a close
friend, an ardent Republican and a devot-
ed Catholic.

He is survived by his wife Kathy and
seven children: Kathy Hall (David), Steve
Truax, Doug (Julie) Truax, Paul (Teri)
Truax, Laurie Kinney, John (Wendy) Truax,
and Tim (Teresa) Truax. He is also sur-
vived by two brothers, David and Mike
(Barbara) Truax, Jeanice Bly, and Elizabeth
(Ted) Templeton, as well as 15 grandchil-
dren, four great grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. ◆

Basic Statistics for Environmental
Professionals, Dec. 8-10, Live Remote
Attendance. Contact: NWETC.

CESCL: Certified Erosion and
Sediment Control Lead Training,
Dec. 15-16, Live Remote Attendance.
Contact: NWETC.

PNW Leadership Conference,
Feb. 12-13, 2021, Keizer, OR. In person
and virtual.

83rd Annual Oregon Logging
Conference, Feb. 25-27, 2021,
Eugene, OR. Contact: oregonloggingcon-
ference.com.

International Mass Timber
Conference, Mar. 30-Apr. 1, Portland,
OR. Contact: masstimberconference.com.

Washington State SAF Annual
Meeting, April 19-21, 2021 in
Leavenworth, WA. Contact: Andy
Perleberg, andyp@wsu.edu,
http://www.washington.forestry.org/cont
ent/2020-wssaf-annual-meeting. 

Washington Farm Forestry
Association Annual Meeting,
April 26-28, Vancouver, WA.
https://www.wafarmforestry.com/node/2
76. 

Calendar of Events

Contact Information

NWETC: Northwest Environmental
Training Center, 1445 NW Mall St., Suite
4, Issaquah, WA 98027, 425-270-3274,
nwetc.org.

Send calendar items to the editor at
wattsa@forestry.org.

SAVE THE DATEWSSAF Annual Meeting
April 19-21, 2021 • Leavenworth, WA

Washington Forestry Captured in 2021 Calendar

The Washington State SAF (WSSAF) and the Washington Tree
Farm Program (WTFP) are proud to announce a 2021 forestry-
themed calendar that may be purchased for a suggested donation
of $20. 

This summer, the WSSAF and WTFP agreed to collaborate on a
calendar project that would be both a fundraiser and outreach tool.
The project was inspired by a similar calendar project undertaken by
the Maryland Tree Farm Program and Adopt-A-Pet, a nonprofit located
in Shelton, Washington. 

The calendar features photographs taken by WSSAF members and
tree farmers. Each photograph features an example of the pillars of the
American Tree Farm System: water, wildfire, recreation, and wood. A
number of WSSAF and WTFP members volunteered their time assist
with judging and reviewing the layout, including
Bob Obedzinski, Elizabeth Ide,
John Walkowiak, Norah Young,
Marisa Bass, Don Hanley, Kurt
Jahn, Sara Shaw, Peter Heide, Jon
Matson, Tammie Perreault,
Richard Pine, and Gordon Bradley.
Andrea Watts, who is the commu-
nications chair for the WTFP, served
as project manager, and Jenny
Knoth and Jenn Watts provided
assistance in developing the judging
matrix and laying out the calendar,
respectively. 

To learn more about the calendar, visit https://www.watreefarm.org/calendar/.
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