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s we prepare to
celebrate our

25th anniversary,
these are exciting
times for the Forest
Stewardship Council
(FSC) in the western
United States and
around the country. Market demand
for FSC-certified products continues
to grow, with a notable increase driven
by interest in mass timber generally
and cross-laminated timber (CLT) in
particular. Leading architects, owners,
developers, and contractors are look-
ing to mass timber as a climate solu-
tion, since it can have a lower embod-
ied carbon than alternatives such as
concrete and steel. 

Recent peer-reviewed research by
the University of Washington and
Ecotrust (https://bit.ly/2KDtDEJ)
demonstrates that not all wood is
equal when it comes to embodied car-
bon. The study of sites in Oregon and
Washington found that FSC-certified
forestry always stored more carbon,
averaging 30% more than convention-
al forest practices. This key finding is
driving increased commitment to
using FSC-certified products as a good
proxy for climate-smart wood. 

In partnership with groups such as
Sustainable Northwest, Northwest
Natural Resource Group, and Ecotrust,
FSC is supporting the design-build sec-
tor through the Climate-Smart Wood
Group (www.buildwithfsc.com). With
iconic projects—including the
Microsoft Silicon Valley campus
(https://bit.ly/2YTLWi5) and The Nature
Conservancy of Oregon’s new head-
quarters (https://bit.ly/2YZNAum)—
using FSC-certified mass timber, sup-
ply chain companies and landowners
have opportunities for increased value
from FSC certification. 

To ensure that FSC maintains its
position as the world’s most trusted
forest certification system, we are
leading a multi-year process to revise
our US Forest Management Standard,
including requirements for the Pacific
Coast and Rocky Mountain regions.

During the revision, there will be an
effort to re-assess regional require-
ments to ensure they represent com-
parable levels of rigor and to reflect
differences within regions (e.g.,
between the west and east sides of the
Cascade Mountains). Other priorities
include: 

• Formally adopting a methodology
for Representative Sample Areas and a
national High Conservation Value
Framework to improve clarity of guid-
ance around relevant indicators and to
incorporate new requirements related
to Conservation Area Networks;

• Assessing a need for updates to
family forest indicators as a tool to
reflect scale, intensity, and risk in the
standard to increase accessibility of
FSC certification for family woodlands;

• Evaluating how climate change
adaptation strategies can be support-
ed by the existing framework of the
Forest Management Standard; and

• Adding a requirement for Free,
Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC)
related to the legal and customary
rights held by tribes and local commu-
nities on certified lands. 

In addition, with recently issued
supplementary requirements for lands
managed by the USDA Forest Service,
(https://us.fsc.org/preview.fsc-std-
usa-v1-1-2018.a-716.pdf) FSC certifi-
cation is now an option for national
forests. The Forest Management
Standard revision process will also
include a review of these new require-
ments.

For stakeholders interested in
learning more about the Forest
Management Standard revision
process, or to opt into the consultative
forum, visit the FSC US website at
us.fsc.org. 

Another new development is the
FSC Ecosystem Services Procedure
(https://bit.ly/2GYUOZq), which can
be added to any Forest Management
Standard certification audit to quantify
the benefits of FSC certification in
terms of carbon storage, biodiversity,
water, soil or recreation. While this
new opportunity has not been tested
in the United States yet, the FSC US
team is working to get pilot projects
into the field. Of particular interest is

WESTERN FORESTER  ◆ JULY/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2019  15

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOREST STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL

Drone photography of an FSC-certified forest after harvest in northwestern
Oregon, shot January 2018.
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the potential benefit the approach
offers to landowners looking for addi-
tional value from certification and for
companies interested in communicat-
ing the impact of their commitments
to FSC certification.

To advance these and many other
initiatives, FSC recently hired Aubrey
McCormick as regional manager for
the US West. With a background in
professional sports and sustainability,
Aubrey leads FSC’s engagement with
companies, landowners, mills, social
and environmental groups, and other
key partners in the region. She can be
reached at a.mccormick@us.fsc.org.

Outside the region, FSC continues
to represent the leading edge of
responsible forest management and
trade. Globally, nearly 500 million
acres of forest is FSC certified. Yet on
non-certified lands, illegal trade in for-
est products remains a big challenge,
which is why FSC is partnering with
Kew Gardens on cutting edge research
(https://bit.ly/2Hkz9ft) that uses DNA
technology to determine the species
and origin of timber using only a small
sample of wood. Ultimately, the objec-
tive is to reduce illegal trade, leveling
the playing field for responsible forest
managers—as well as reducing the

environmental and social harm that
frequently comes along with illegal
practices.

This is just the tip of the iceberg for
FSC. If you are interested to learn
more, visit our website (us.fsc.org) to
sign up for our e-newsletter, or follow
us on Twitter or Facebook. ◆

Brad Kahn is communications director
for FSC US. He is a graduate of the Yale
School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies, lives in Seattle, and enjoys
wandering through Doug-fir forests in
the Cascade Mountains. He can be
reached at b.kahn@us.fsc.org.

16 WESTERN FORESTER  ◆ JULY/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2019

PHOTO COURTESY OF BULLITT CENTER

The Bullitt Center, under construction in Seattle, is an FSC-certified mass
timber building.

Searching for a SAFSquatch Sighting?

Look no further. Come join the fun and run with SAFSquatch, students, colleagues,
and the local running community at the second annual SAFSquatch Scurry on October 4
in Corvallis. The event seeks to engage the community in forestry awareness and educa-
tion in a fun, active environment. Organizers anticipate a modest growth from 80 running
participants last year up to 125 this year. 

Sponsored by Oregon SAF, the professionally timed race includes a 5K and 10K
option, both of which start and end at Peavy Arboretum. The cost is $40 for the 10K
and $30 for the 5K, plus a $3 sign-up fee. The event starts at 4:30 p.m. and
includes race t-shirts, on-course water stations, and prizes to top category
finishers. You won’t want to miss the after party and awards ceremony
immediately following the race at 4 Spirits Distillery. For additional details,
visit the race sign-up page at runsignup.com/Race/OR/Corvallis/SAF
squatchScurry.

Can’t outrun the Squatch? Don’t worry, volunteers are needed to help with
course management, registration set up, checking in participants, and more. 

Oregon SAF is also seeking additional event sponsors in the form of cash
and/or materials, and also has outdoor booth space available.

The SAFSquatch Scurry is a wonderful opportunity to partner with Oregon
SAF to promote the excellence of Oregon forestry practices and show your
commitment to community engagement and professionalism. 

For additional information, or to volunteer or be a sponsor, contact Melinda
Olson at the SAF Northwest Office at melinda@forestry.org or 503-224-8046.
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Can you beat SAFSquatch’s course
record? Sign up today and join the
scurry on October 4.


