
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

Oregon sees busy legislative
session. The docket of forestry-
related legislation introduced into the
2019 session of the Oregon Legislature
was large, consisting of over two dozen
laws ranging from forest taxation to
cap-and-trade.

The great majority would qualify as
“unfriendly” to active forest manage-
ment, and input from the forestry pro-
fession, landowners, industry, local gov-
ernment, and environmental groups
was substantial.

When all was said and done, only
several bills were passed into law
including:

• HB 3427—a Gross Receipts Tax on
businesses including most medium/
large forest landowners and manufac-
turers;

• HB 2953—a Good Neighbor
Authority bill that created a reporting
requirement regarding the environmental
and employment impacts of completed
GNA projects;

• HB 2084—which extends the sun-
set date of the Oregon Water Resources
Department grant program for place-
based planning; and

• HB 2067—which removes the sunset
dates from the Oregon Landowner
Damage and Access and Habitat pro-
grams.

HB 2020, the Cap-and-Trade bill, had
been expected to pass, but ultimately
failed as a result of the boycott by
Senate Republicans.

Multiple active management support
groups deserve credit for educating leg-
islators and the public about the impor-
tance of the “Forestry Sector” in Oregon
and the implications of proposed legis-
lation. Thanks to all SAFers who con-
tributed in any way to this effort.

Contact: Mark Buckbee, OSAF Co-
Policy chair, buckbeefamily@msn.com. ◆

ouisville is known for bourbon,
bluegrass, the Kentucky Derby,

baseball bats, and now, as the destina-
tion for this year’s SAF National
Convention. You won’t want to miss this
exciting event, to be held October 30-
November 3 at the Louisville
Convention Center, featuring over 200
speakers, 80 exhibitors, 20 CFE credit
hours, and endless networking oppor-
tunities. Approximately 1,300 foresters
attend from around the country, and
among those in attendance are many
under-30 young professionals repre-
senting the future of our profession.

What can you expect at this year’s
convention?
Under the theme
of “Goods from
the Woods” there
will be education-
al sessions span-
ning the full range
of topics in natu-
ral resource man-
agement from sil-
viculture, eco-
nomics, urban
forestry, biomet-
rics, and more.
Wednesday kicks
off with a great
slate of tours to
showcase forestry
in Kentucky, as
well as more than
a dozen work-
shops teaching
the latest in forest
technology and
more. On
Halloween, be
sure to join the
night hike in
Jefferson
Memorial Forest
(we’ll provide the
flashlights, you
provide the cos-
tumes!) and on
Sunday visit the
renowned

Mammoth Cave.
Plenary ses-

sions will feature
top-notch speak-
ers on contempo-
rary topics like
new products from cellulose and a
deeper consideration of right-doing
than codes of conduct and rules of
behavior can provide. And don’t miss
the parade of SAF national award win-
ners during Plenary 2 as we recognize
our worthy colleagues. New this year
are three “Advancing Our Profession”
sessions that explore oak forests to
meet current needs and demands;
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Be sure to visit the exhibit hall floor to talk with
exhibitors and learn about new innovations.
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Quiz bowl is an exciting battle of forestry knowledge
where forestry programs from around the country
square off.

Kentucky Convention to
Feature Interactivity and
Contemporary Topics
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