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he Sustainable
Forestry

Initiative® (SFI) Inc.
is a collaborative
community commit-
ted to high standards,
conservation of our
forests, sustainable
communities, and an understanding
that environmental education can
empower a world that values and bene-
fits from sustainably managed forests.
We partner with a diverse network,
including the forest sector, brand own-
ers, conservation groups, resource pro-
fessionals, landowners, educators, local
communities, Indigenous Peoples, gov-
ernments, and universities to provide
solutions to local and global sustain-
ability challenges. SFI is governed by a
three-chamber Board of Directors with
equal representation from the social,
environmental, and economic sectors. 

SFI has evolved since its founding to
become a solutions-oriented sustain-
ability leader that demonstrates a com-
mitment to forests through our work in
standards, conservation, education, and

community. This article offers a snap-
shot of our current and future work—
for more information, visit www.sfipro-
gram.org. 

Standards:
SFI’s forest certification standards

are based on core principles that pro-
mote sustainable forest management,
including measures to protect water
quality, biodiversity, fish and wildlife
habitat, species at risk, and forests with
exceptional conservation value. There
are over 366 million acres certified to
the SFI Forest Management Standard
across the US and Canada, and tens of
millions more are positively influenced
by the SFI Fiber Sourcing Standard. 

SFI on-product labels help con-
sumers make responsible purchasing
decisions—and are increasingly being
used by major brands, including 25% of
Fortune 100 companies. Architects and
builders are asking for wood products
from responsible sources, with numer-
ous green building rating programs,
including LEED and Green Globes,
offering credits for products certified to
SFI.

specialty markets requiring certified
material (e.g., cross-laminated timber),
or locations where landowners can
offer verifiable units of conservation to
those in a position to purchase them.
Of course, ATFS remains open to any
family forest owner outside of these
areas that simply wishes to join a com-
munity of like-minded people commit-
ted to sustainable management recog-
nized independently and international-
ly, and an organization that offers
resources to help them reach their
management goals. 

None of this would be possible with-
out Tree Farm inspectors. The ATFS
inspector corps is made up of industry
foresters, consultants, state agency
foresters, and conservation organiza-
tion employees with professional back-
grounds in forestry who have received
training in the Standards and internal
monitoring processes. Inspections are
voluntary but are invaluable in building
relationships between foresters and
landowners (who often become clients)
and providing landowners with profes-
sional advice. Inspections are also a
rewarding way to stay “in the woods”
after retirement. If you are interested in
becoming a Tree Farm inspector, please
contact me for more information.  ◆

Angela Wells is Western Region Tree
Farm manager for the American
Forest Foundation. She can be
reached at 406-830-8619 or
awells@forestfoundation.org.
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Inspectors are critical to the
success of the American Tree Farm
System certification process. The
relationships between landowners
and Tree Farm inspectors are often
built over the course of many years,
and inspectors serve as a key
source of reliable technical advice.
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SFI will launch a standard revision
process this fall with numerous public
consultations and regional workshops
to gather input on how we can further
improve the standards—information
will be available on our website this fall.

Conservation:
SFI is the only forest certification

standard to require an investment in
research. In 2018, $59 million was
invested in research by organizations
certified to the SFI Standards, across
more than 405 conservation-based
projects with hundreds of partner
organizations. Since 1995, the total
investment is $1.6 billion.

Building on this investment, SFI is
working to quantify the conservation
benefits of SFI-managed forests and
forests affected positively by SFI Fiber
Sourcing. Our goal is to help make the
link between well-managed forests and
the public benefits that affect us all. We
are using grant projects to build under-
standing of the conservation attributes
relative to biodiversity maintained/
recovered, water purified, and carbon
stored.

One such project is led by the
American Bird Conservancy (ABC) in
collaboration with SFI-certified
landowners in the Klamath Mountains
Region of Oregon. ABC is working with
forestry and technical partners to
assess the current management prac-

tices for birds resulting
from the application of
SFI Standards and will
then identify additional
recommendations for
management practices
that benefit birds.
ABC’s work is already
rendering specific esti-
mates of populations
for several at-risk bird
species and will corre-
late those populations
with habitat conditions
resulting from sustain-
able management.

Community:
Working with local

communities is an
opportunity to
improve lives and
build mutual under-
standing about the benefits of sustain-
ably managed forests.

SFI’s unique network of 34
regional, state, and provincial SFI
Implementation Committees (SICs)
represents 43 states and provinces
across North America. These local com-
mittees perform critical work for the
SFI Program in landowner and logger
education, monitoring and resolving
reports of inconsistent practices, pro-
viding outreach to landowners and
communities, and much more. In 2018,
SICs provided training to over 10,000
resource and logging professionals,
bringing the total trained since 1995 to
over 203,000.

In 2018, SFI provided 18 grants that
supported community projects. This
included support for the Pacific
Education Institute in Washington state
to deepen the integration of forestry
education for existing and in-training
K-12 teachers. The project focused on
how to use Project Learning Tree (PLT)
in tandem with a field experience host-
ed by Green Diamond Resource
Company, an SFI-certified landowner.
The goal was to give teachers new tools
to provide students with locally rele-
vant, field-based, career-connected
education on working forests. 

Education:
In 2017, SFI became the new home

of Project Learning Tree (PLT), a
decades-old award-winning environ-
mental education program that

inspires educators and youth leaders to
take action for a sustainable planet and
to introduce young people to green
careers. 

One recent PLT project was the
launch of Teaching with i-Tree to sup-
port educators in using the online
i-Tree software created by the U.S.
Forest Service and partners. Hands-on
activities help middle and high school
students analyze the environmental
benefits and calculate the dollar value
of trees. 

PLT recently collaborated with the
Boy Scouts of America (BSA) to corre-
late PLT activities to eight Cub Scout
Adventures and six Scouts BSA merit
badges. These correlations provide
Scout leaders with ideas and hands-on,
outdoor activities to help support chil-
dren, ages 5 to 17, with youth develop-
ment goals. They also help introduce
youth to careers in the outdoors,
including jobs in forestry and natural
resources conservation.  ◆

Nadine Block is the senior vice
president of Government and Network
Relations for the Sustainable Forestry
Initiative (SFI), where she manages
their government engagement and
community strategy in the US. She is
a 22-year member of SAF and a new
resident of Portland, Ore. She can
be reached at nadine.block@
sfiprogram.org.
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A Green Diamond forester brings career-connected
learning to life by demonstrating tree measurement
techniques to a teacher at a PLT workshop and
forest tour.
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The Rufous hummingbird is found in
the Klamath Mountains in Oregon.


