
wood products of the future; and an
open conversation on creating inclu-
sive cultures. 

The real hub of activity at conven-
tion is the exhibit hall. Exhibitors from
equipment companies and tech com-
panies, as well as universities and
organizations, are anxious to share the
latest technology and new products
and develop new business relation-
ships. 

A new feature this year are innova-

tion zones where live presentations,
product demonstrations, and other
activities will be held in an informal
setting. Also in the exhibit hall is the
SAF raffle and silent auction, featuring
excellent items such as wood bowls,
beautiful photos, trips, tools, jewelry,
and hard-to-find books. And your dol-
lars support the Foresters’ Fund and
Kurt Gottschalk Science Fund.  

Many have come to enjoy the hour-
long Popcorn, Policy, and People (P3)
sessions sprinkled throughout conven-
tion. Structured to encourage dynamic
discussions, P3s will cover a range of
topics connecting forests to human
health, understanding the Farm Bill,
and what’s next for forest products and
how SAF can play a role. US Forest
Service Chief Vicki Christiansen will
also offer insights and reflect on her
experiences as chief.

We hope you take advantage of
everything convention has to offer and
meet new friends, reconnect with col-
leagues, and learn about the issues fac-
ing foresters and natural resource man-
agers, all while enjoying the hospitality
and atmosphere of Kentucky.

Convention details can be found at
eforester.org/convention. ◆
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The Steamboat Belle of Louisville
is the nation’s oldest operating
river steamboat and one of many
attractions in Louisville, Kentucky,
the site of the 2019 SAF National
Convention.

he Washington State Society of
American Foresters (WSSAF)

Foundation continues to award
scholarships to community college
and university students excited about
pursuing careers in forestry. Since
2011, the Foundation has awarded
scholarships totaling $25,000 to 21
bright and worthy students.

Scholarships for the academic year
of 2019-2020 were awarded to Colleen
Purefoy ($2,000) and Gustavo Segura
($1,000). Both are active SAF Student
members.

Colleen Purefoy has completed the
Associate of Applied Science–Forest
Technician program at Grays Harbor
College and was accepted into the
Bachelor of Applied Science program
this spring. After graduating, Colleen
plans to pursue a career in forest
management with the Department of
Natural Resources or in the conserva-
tion sector with the NRCS.

Gustavo Segura is enrolled in the
Associate of Applied Science (AAS) in
Natural Resource–Forest Technician
program at Grays Harbor College. He
plans to enter the workforce after
completing his AAS degree and save
enough money to return to school to
obtain a Bachelor of Science degree.
One of Gustavo’s goals is to eventual-
ly own and actively manage his own
small tree farm.

Thanks to the generosity of WSSAF
members and timberland and forest
products companies, the Foundation’s
2018 year-end fund balance has grown
to $58,300.

To help additional students offset
the rising cost of their forestry educa-
tion, the Foundation is seeking the
continued support of WSSAF mem-
bers. ◆

WSSAF Continues
to Support
Students

T

Donations can be made to
WSSAF, c/o Chuck Lorenz,

Treasurer, PO Box 4031,
Tumwater, WA 98501.

Items Sought for National Convention
Raffle and Silent Auction

All SAF chapters and
state societies are encour-
aged to donate items for
the raffle and silent auction
for this year’s national con-
vention in Louisville. 

This year’s convention
raffle and silent auction will
support both the Foresters’
Fund and Kurt Gottschalk
Science Fund (KGSF). All
dollars raised will be split 50/50 between the two funds. 

While the Foresters’ Fund assists local SAF units in achieving the goals of the
Society, the KGSF supports the development and dissemination of scientific find-
ings and new technology for natural resource professionals to facilitate science-
informed management.

Items such as artwork, forestry tools, books, hand-crafted items, specialty
foods, gift cards or baskets, and more will help support these important pro-
grams. 

Contact Raffle and Auction Chair Ed Gee (540-850-2406, egforestresources@
gmail.com) with your plans to donate items.

Items can also be shipped in advance to: Bob Bauer, KY Forest Products
Industry, 106 Progress Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601. 


