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regon is one of
only several

states in the country
that offers forestry as
a part of their high
school curricula. For
a time, there were
about 20 schools in
Oregon with a strong forestry program
that operated under the umbrella of
the former Associated Oregon Forestry
Clubs (AOFC). However, these pro-
grams dwindled to only three or four
as schools faced serious funding chal-
lenges, and believing all students
would attend college, focused on mak-
ing students college-ready. Schools
and communities have come to realize
that many students do not go on to
college and many of those who do go
to college never graduate.  

Many of these high school forestry
students typically spend part of their
school day in the woods, which helps
them stay in school, and upon gradua-
tion, gives them marketable skills.
Consequently, a renewed interest in
career and technical programs and
forestry is coming back into Oregon’s
schools.

High school forestry programs have
grown to 20 schools (including some
in Oregon’s largest cities including
Portland and Eugene) that are certified
by the Oregon Department of
Education as a “program of study;”
another 16 schools are working toward
a forestry program that will meet
Oregon’s program of study standards.
Additionally, there are another 26
schools that offer some forestry class-
es. The teachers of these programs reg-
ularly attend the professional develop-
ment opportunities offered by the
Oregon Forest Resources Institute.
Eleven schools have joined the Future
Natural Resources Leaders (similar to
FFA and the replacement for AOFC) to
coordinate local skills competitions, as
well as the state championship contest
and to provide statewide leadership
opportunities for students.

The Oregon Natural Resources
Education Fund (ONREF) was estab-

lished in 2001 to support high school
forestry programs in Oregon. Under its
charter, the fund can have sub-funds
to support specific areas of interest.
ONREF consists of the Main fund (to
support forestry education throughout
Oregon); Pleasant Hill Sub-fund (to
support forestry education at Pleasant
Hill High School); and the Terry Selby
Memorial Sub-fund (to support
forestry education in Benton County
high schools). A third sub-fund, the
Oregon Society of American Foresters
(OSAF) Sub-fund, was started in 2008
because foresters are interested in
high school forestry education
throughout the state.  

ONREF is a “field of interest” fund
administered by the Oregon Communi-
ty Foundation (OCF). The Oregon
Natural Resources Education Fund
Association (ONREFA) manages the
growth and direction of the fund, evalu-
ates grant requests, and provides advice
to OCF on distributions. ONREFA
membership includes a Board of
Directors and two sub-fund advisors for
each of the three sub-funds. Of the 12
directors and sub-fund advisors, nine
are OSAF members. Of the remaining
three advisors, one represents the
Oregon Department of Education;
another is a school superintendent; and
the third is a former science teacher.
This group evaluates each grant request
against criteria including teacher quali-
fications and training, advisory com-
mittees, and program accreditation.
Grants are awarded to those that pass
this review process.

When ONREFA board met in March
to consider the grant requests from six
schools, we had $11,598 in requests for
things including common forestry
tools; ventilating a greenhouse for
growing native plants; starting a new
forestry program; wildlife cameras;

and refurbishing a tractor and chipper.
After review, the $10,902 available for
distribution was approved for grant
requests for high schools from Amity,
Brookings Harbor Christian, Butte
Falls Charter School, Neah-Kah-Nie,
and Philomath.

Since its inception, ONREF has
contributed over $100,000 toward high
school forestry programs and benefit-
ed over 8,000 students. The grants
have helped fund the purchase of aeri-
al drones, small sawmills, chain saws,
chippers, forestry tools and instru-
ments, greenhouses, and a whole host
of other equipment and supplies.

The last few years, an OSAF mem-
ber has gone to each community to
award the recipients of ONREF grants
in a public setting. This outreach is to
let school superintendents, school
principals, school boards, and com-
munity members know that forestry is
alive and well in Oregon—we support
forestry education and we are willing
to put our money where our mouth is!

ONREF has received significant
financial contributions from many
within the forest community interest-
ed in promoting forestry education in
Oregon. Each year, the OSAF Executive
Committee puts out a year-end fund-
raising letter that, among other things,
suggests contributing to ONREF. A
recent $10,000 contribution to ONREF
came from the estate of a small wood-
land owner.

For more information on how to
contribute to ONREF, please contact
Sara Brandt, Senior Philanthropic
advisor, at the Oregon Community
Foundation, 541-431-7099, or any
ONREF board members: Pete Sikora
(petes@giustina.com), Julie Woodward
(woodward@ofri.org), Jim Rombach
(jrombach@aol.com), Steve Cafferata
(cafferat@msn.com), Jennifer Beathe
(jennifer@starkerforests.com), Jim
James (jimjamesoswa@yahoo.com),
Tim Keith (tim.keith@oregon.gov), or
Dick Powell. ◆

Dick Powell serves as co-chair of
Oregon’s ONREF Sub-Fund, along with
Tim Keith. Dick can be reached at
rlpowell@peak.org.
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ONREF Main Fund $43,650

Pleasant Hill Sub-fund $83,675

Terry Selby Memorial Sub-fund $37,273

Oregon SAF Sub-fund $80,384

Total $244,982

ONREF Funding Levels as of
March 14, 2018


