
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

Oregon Uplists Marbled Murrelet.
The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion met on February 9, 2018, in
Portland to decide whether to “uplist”
the marbled murrelet (MAMU). The
murrelet had been listed as Threatened
under Oregon’s Endangered Species Act
since 1995. Multiple entities presented
written and/or oral testimony on the
proposal to the commission. Oregon
SAF submitted written testimony pre-
pared by Chair Fran Cafferata Coe and
OSAF Wildlife Society Liaison Jenniffer
Bakke. In brief, the OSAF testimony
asked the commission to make their
decision on the best current scientific
evidence, including a finding of stable
populations along most of the Oregon
coast, and the presence of substantial
suitable, but unoccupied, habitat for
MAMU. The commission decided on a
4-2 vote to uplist MAMU to Endangered
status. While the full effect of the listing
on forest management is yet to be
determined, some forest managers
express concern that there will likely be
further restrictions on harvesting on
State of Oregon forestlands throughout
the Oregon Coast Range and ultimately

some trickledown effects on private
landowners. As a next step, by June,
ODFW scientists must complete sur-
vival guidelines, which identify critical
habitat sites and determine if current
suitable habitat management protocols
are sufficient. The full OSAF testimony
can be found at www.oregon.forestry.
org/oregon/policy/general. Contact:
Mark Buckbee, OSAF Policy co-chair,
buckbeefamily@msn.com.

Oregon Legislators Create
Wildfire Caucus. After the damaging
2017 wildfire season in Oregon burned
700,000 acres with a suppression cost of
$340 million, a new bipartisan, bicam-
eral Wildfire Caucus was formed by
Oregon state legislators. The caucus is
led by Senators Betsy Johnson (D-
Scappoose) and Herman Baertschiger
(R-Grants Pass). A letter from Oregon
SAF was sent to the caucus leaders, vol-
unteering its considerable expertise in
the fields of fuel and fire management.
OSAF member Dan Shults, retired ODF
Southern Area director, was invited to
speak to the caucus. In his testimony,
Shults outlined SAFs national position
statement on Wildland Fire Management.
From there he presented a list of recom-
mendations including: 1) encourage
federal legislators to reform the existing
federal wildfire and hazardous fuel
budgeting approach; 2) support ODF
efforts to work cooperatively with the
Forest Service to accomplish land man-
agement objectives under the Good
Neighbor Authority Master Agreement;
3) encourage federal line officers to be
more aggressive in initial attack; 4) use
wildfire to accomplish habitat objec-
tives only when and where risks to state
and locally protected lands is minimal;

and 5) support protection funding
requests from ODF. The full testimony
can be found at www.oregon.forestry.
org/oregon/policy/general. Contact:
Mark Buckbee, OSAF Policy co-chair,
buckbeefamily@msn.com.

Lane County Spray Ban Initiative
Voided by Court; Herbicide Issue
Persists. Following the success of a
2017 ballot initiative that bans aerial
spraying in nearby Lincoln County, anti-
spray activists in Lane County collected
thousands of signatures for a similar
local measure, enough to secure a place
on the May 2018 county ballot. However,
in early March a Lane County Circuit
Court Judge ruled that the measure can’t
be put to a vote because it covers multi-
ple issues and thus violates Oregon’s
“separate vote requirement.” At the time
of this writing, although the court deci-
sion gives little or no chance for the
measure to appear on the May ballot,
supporters plan to file an appeal, and if
that fails, they could pursue a modified
version for the November ballot.

Because herbicide use on forestlands
is an ongoing, serious public issue in
Oregon, the recent update and revision
of OSAF’s position statement “Using
Herbicides on Forestlands in Oregon”
provides an important resource as
questions and concerns arise from
interested citizens and public leaders.
For example, prior to the Lane court
decision, OSAF leaders used the new
position statement to help draft
responses that would provide local citi-
zens with a professional perspective on
herbicide use in forestry, based on cur-
rent science and experience. All OSAF
members are invited to review the
expanded discussion and environmen-
tal references in the revised position
(www.oregon.forestry.org/oregon/poli-
cy/general), and similarly use this
material when communicating with
policy makers and the interested public
about this unique and important issue.
Contact: Mark Buckbee, OSAF Policy
co-chair, buckbeefamily@msn.com.

Forest Restoration Collaboratives
Meeting Draws Crowd. Nearly 200
agency professionals, industry and con-
servationists representatives, and com-
munity volunteers from Montana, Idaho,
and Washington gathered in Coeur
d’Alene on March 20-21 to discuss how
to bring together different perspectives
to enhance forest health and resiliency.
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From NEPA reform to sustaining collab-
orative efforts, participants shared ideas
and brainstormed ways to keep the
momentum going. This meeting was
supported by a Foresters’ Fund grant.
Visit https://bit.ly/2jg1EO7 for more
information. Contact: Dennis Becker,
drbecker@uidaho.edu.

Good Neighbor Authority (GNA)
gains speed. The Idaho Department
of Lands plans to increase the pace of
Good Neighbor Authority projects in
2018. Agreements are in place on four
national forests in Idaho with 11 active
GNA projects. Timber harvesting has
begun on two timber sales in the Nez
Perce-Clearwater National Forests, the
proceeds of which are being used to
plan 10 additional projects. The Idaho
State Legislature recently approved
funding for eight new forester positions
to expedite GNA planning and imple-
mentation. Contact: Dennis Becker,
drbecker@uidaho.edu.

Family Forestry Study in Idaho.
About eight percent of forestland in
Idaho is family owned spread across
approximately 1.7 million acres (or 56
percent of all privately-owned forest
land). Up to one third of that land may
change hands in the next five years
according to a recent study of family
forest owners in Idaho. The study
(www.uidaho.edu/cnr/policy-analysis-
group) conducted by the University of
Idaho Policy Analysis Group in conjunc-
tion with the Idaho Department of
Lands and University of Idaho
Extension, surveyed Idaho’s family for-
est owners to understand management
trends and behaviors. The study found
that of the nearly 36,000 Idaho family
forest owners, 60 percent or more have
engaged in active management, includ-
ing improving wildlife habitat, reducing
wildfire risks, harvesting trees, and
other actions. Based on the findings,
study recommendations are provided
for local government and agencies,
including building on networks among
landowners, families, and neighbors in
helping to manage family forests;
designing extension programs that
focus on improving forest health; and
targeting programs to new owners that
may have less experience managing
forests. Contact: Dennis Becker,
drbecker@uidaho.edu. ◆

5. Invest in Data Mapping, Risk
Assessment, and Applied Research That
Directly Supports Cross-Boundary
Management and Suppression. Panels
identified the need for significant
investment in applied research and
information tools targeted to directly
support pre-fire response planning,
wildland fire management, and sup-
pression efforts. Consensus existed
across panels, speakers, and in remarks
by audience members that the level of
current investment to better inform and
support our collective efforts on public
and private lands is inadequate and
illogical considering the breadth and
magnitude of the economic, social, and
ecological impacts of the current fire
reality. This is not another simple call for
more research; we need to establish a
structure to link, coordinate, and incent
cross-disciplinary research efforts of dif-
ferent public and private entities across
western states to provide credible, rele-
vant, and timely information in support
of planning, management, and sup-
pression efforts. Given the magnitude of
the challenges faced, information silos
must end, and proposals for coordinat-
ing and leveraging institutional knowl-
edge and expertise merit immediate
attention and resources.

The Challenges

The Summit event and subsequent
report was neither the start nor the end
of stakeholder engagement that is criti-
cal to the future of the fire-prone west-
ern landscape. Intending to build on
2012 and 2017 initiatives of the Western

Governors Association, the Summit
itself was designed to develop action-
able findings for consideration by elect-
ed officials and policy makers. That goal
was largely, but not entirely, accom-
plished by the complete set of recom-
mendations contained in the report—
this article is a heavily abridged version.
The next step will be to present the
panel’s work in multiple forums so that
it can be folded into the work of a stag-
gering number of different initiatives
occurring around the West. The OSU
College of Forestry has committed to
work with our partners from each of the
states to ensure that individuals from
the science panels can be available for
follow-up presentations if requested.
Contact the author if you are interested.

Change is never easy for individuals,
societies, or professions. I feel that this
time and this issue, however, is ripe for
our profession going forward. Foresters
are uniquely prepared to critically think
and solve land management problems
over large spatial areas and lengthy
time spans—it is what we do. The solu-
tions to our wildfire problem, rooted in
unprecedented fuel conditions and
overcharged fire seasons, are in our
view. Active land management that sees
and treats our forested landscapes as
fuels (in addition to all the other things
that are our forests) will be our path
forward. Let’s get to work.  ◆

John D. Bailey is Maybelle Clarke
MacDonald Professor of Teaching
Excellence, Silviculture and Fire
Management, OSU College of Forestry,
Corvallis, Ore. He can be reached at
541-737-1497 or john.bailey@oregon-
state.edu. John is an active SAF member.
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