
Ralph Duddles
1940-2018

Ralph Edward Duddles passed away
Feb. 23, 2018, in Coos Bay. Ralph and
Carolyn Louis Steinmetz were married
December 1958 in their home state of
Michigan, and in 2008, they were proud to
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary
in Coos Bay. Ralph started his forestry
studies at Michigan Technical University
where his son Jeffrey John was born in
1962. The family moved to Seattle, Wash.,
to continue his studies at the University of
Washington where his second son Donald
Edward was born.

Ralph’s career as a forest practices
forester led to assignments up and down
the west coast, with stops in California,
Washington, and Oregon. The family
moved in 1985 to Coos Bay, where Ralph

was the extension forester for Oregon State
University where he helped local landown-
ers in the management of their properties.
He also participated in the school’s forestry
program; Ralph retired in 2002.

The Duddles family has roots in
Oregon’s history dating from the 1800s.
Ralph’s grandfather, Thomas Duddles, trav-
eled from Michigan along the Oregon Trail
to a land grant homestead on the coastal
range near Seaside. They labored several
years clearing land and raising a family.
The family documents and letters from this
period will be donated to the Oregon State
University historical archives.

Ralph and Carolyn fulfilled their life-
long dreams of traveling to Europe and
Australia. His passions at home included
camping, fishing, and hunting. As a father,
grandfather, and friend, he invited all to
join in learning, and enjoying the beauty
and bounty of nature.

Ralph’s life was not a poem, but a seg-
ment of the movie, “A River Runs Through
It.” Ralph would want us all to find our
role and join the cast; pun intended.

Ralph is survived by wife, Carolyn;
sons, Jeffrey and Donald; daughter-in-law

Janis; grandchildren Melissa, Tony,
Christine and John; great-grandchildren,
Jaida and Avery; brother, Allen; and many
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his father,
Willard; his mother, Esther; and his broth-
ers, Ronald and Glenn.

Charitable contributions can be made
to the scholarship fund at his Alma Mater
Michigan Technical University at
www.mtu.edu/giving. If possible, please
specify scholarships for forestry students. ◆

WSSAF Foundation
Names 2018

Scholarship Students

The Washington State Society of
American Foresters (WSSAF)
Foundation continues to award
scholarships to community college
and university students excited
about pursuing careers in forestry.
Since 2011, the Foundation has
awarded scholarships totaling
$22,000 to 19 bright and worthy
students.

Scholarships for the upcoming
academic year of 2018-2019 are
being awarded to Sarah Bukhart
($1,000), Chad Horky ($1,500), and
Mari Knutson ($1,500). Sarah is in
her first year at Grays Harbor
College. Her goal is to pursue a
career in silviculture research.
Chad, an Army vet, is a fourth-year
student enrolled in the Bachelor of
Applied Science degree program at
Green River College. Mari has a BS
degree in Botany. She is now pur-
suing a BS degree in Natural
Resources and Land Management.
All scholarship recipients are
active SAF student members.

Thanks to the generosity of
WSSAF members and timberland
and forest products companies,
the Foundation’s year-end fund
balance has grown to $54,000.

To help additional students off-
set the rising cost of their forestry
education, the Foundation is seek-
ing the continued support of
WSSAF members. Donations can
be made to WSSAF, c/o Chuck
Lorenz, Treasurer, PO Box 4031,
Tumwater, WA 98501. ◆
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We Remember

Seedling Nursery Since 1974

“Serving Many of the Reforestation Needs of the World From This Location Since 1889”

We bring experience with owners that care about their product and customers.

Approximately 10 million seedlings in annual production
1 container site (plugs), 2 bareroot/transplant sites (p+1, 1+1)

Contract growing and spec seedlings for forestry and Christmas tree production

LET US GROW YOUR SEEDLINGS
David Gerdes          Mike Gerdes

inquiries@silvaseed.com

FORESTERS  •  NURSERYMAN  •  SEEDSMAN

SILVASEED COMPANY
P.O. Box 118 • Roy, WA 98580 • (253) 843-2246

Connecting Forest Landowners with
Seedlings, Services and Contractors

DISCOVER Our Interactive Website
www.forestseedlingnetwork.com

BUY/SELL SEEDLINGS • FIND VENDOR SERVICES & CONTRACTORS • VALUABLE RESOURCES


