
BY MIKE CLOUGHESY

he SAF Board started 2018 with
new officers and a few new dis-

trict representatives. Dave Lewis of 
Southern Forestry Consultants is 
president; John McNulty of Seven 
Islands Land Company is vice presi-
dent; and Fred Cubbage of North 
Carolina State University is immedi-
ate past president. Clark Seely, for-
merly of Oregon Department of 
Forestry, rotates off.

New Board members include Tom 
Hanson, District 1 (Washington State, 
Inland Empire, and Alaska) and Bev 
Yelczyn, District 4 (Montana, Colorado/
Wyoming, Intermountain, Southwestern, 
and Dakotas). Keith Blatner rotates off 
District 1, but has become the editor in 
chief of the Journal of Forestry. Jim 
Thinnes rotates off District 4, but is 
chairing our CEO Search Committee. I 
continue to serve as District 2 represen-
tative through 2019. Many thanks to 
retiring board members and officers. 
Welcome to the newbies.

The big news of 2017 is that the 
Society of American Foresters (SAF) 
and Matt Menashes did not renew 
our employment agreement for his 
services as chief executive officer
(CEO). Matt is pursuing other oppor-
tunities in the not-for-profit sector. 
We wish him the best.

Louise Murgia and John Barnwell 
have been appointed to serve as co-
directors and interim CEOs of SAF 
until further notice. Louise has been 
our chief operating officer (COO) 
since 2014, and John has been the 
director of Government and External 
Affairs.

A CEO search committee has been 
appointed by the Board and a job 
announcement has been posted on the 
SAF websites (eforester.org and 
forestry.org). Applications will be 
accepted until May 18, 2018. Jim 
Thinnes is chairing the search commit-
tee and Ed Shepard, former District 2 
board representative, is a member. The 
Board’s top priority for 2018 is to fill the 
CEO position with a great candidate.

The SAF president and Board have 
identified five emphasis areas for 2018:

1. Increase tangible value to mem-
bers;

2. Grow membership in three
dimensions: numbers, diversity and
generational;

3. Secure a sound financial picture
for SAF;

4. Elevate the professional status of
forestry; and

5. Promote sound forest science
and policy.

There are many actions planned
under these five emphasis areas. For
more information, see the conversa-
tion with President Dave Lewis in the
January 2018 issue of the Forestry
Source.

Two big accomplishments for 2017
include the signing of a publications
agreement with Oxford University
Press and the continuation of the
analysis regarding the SAF Head-
quarters Building.

After a very competitive process,
Oxford University Press and SAF signed
an agreement whereby OUP will pub-
lish the Journal of Forestry and Forest
Science for SAF. This arrangement has
several advantages for SAF including
reduced costs and enhanced revenues
from journals; expanded reach of our
journals as they are marketed to
libraries, universities, and research
centers as part of the Oxford fleet of
journals; and improved services to SAF
members, authors, editors, and review-
ers. Thanks to Jennifer Kuhn, SAF
director of Publications, for leading
this RFP and negotiation process.

The SAF Building Committee has
completed a review of our Gifford
Pinchot headquarters building in
Bethesda. The review included docu-

menting restoration costs and priori-
ties to bring the building into accept-
able condition, comparing costs of
office locations for six regions in the
east and Midwest, and estimating the
value of the building. The Board, in
December, made the decision that the
SAF headquarters will remain in the
Washington, DC metro area. The board
also directed staff to conduct a search
of available office rental space in the
Bethesda/Rockville area and to deter-
mine what space is needed for SAF to
operate. The fate of the Gifford Pinchot
building will be decided in the near
future.

Finally, I am leading a team
appointed by the Audit Committee to
conduct a program review of the SAF
National Convention. This will
involve surveys of attendees, presen-
ters, exhibitors, sponsors, and job fair
employers; a survey of non-attendees;
interviews with other professional
societies; examination of convention
costs and revenues; and analysis of
convention attendee demographics
for the past three conventions. Please
respond to a survey if you receive one
from Survey Monkey on behalf of SAF.
We plan on making recommenda-
tions to improve convention. Some
results will be available for Portland
2018, but our target is beyond that.

If you have any questions about the
SAF Board, please contact your SAF
Board Representative: Tom Hanson,
District 1: tom.hanson@arborinfo.com;
Mike Cloughesy, District 2: cloughesy@
ofri.org; or Bev Yelczyn, District 4:
grizbirddog@gmail.com.  ◆

Mike Cloughesy serves as District 2
representative on the SAF Board. He
can be reached at 503-329-1014 or
cloughesy@ofri.org.

WESTERN FORESTER  ◆ JANUARY/FEBRUARY/MARCH 2018  17

Board Update

SAF Board members Tom Hanson,
Mike Cloughesy, and Bev Yelczyn.
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