
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

OSAF Adopts Updated Herbicides
Position Statement. OSAF’s position
statement “Using Pesticides on Forest
Lands” expired in December 2017 and
thus has been reviewed for possible
changes and updated discussion
points and supporting references.
Pesticide use on forestlands remains a
serious issue that continues to stir
public controversy and concern, par-
ticularly aerial spraying. For example,
although its legality has been formally
challenged, a ballot initiative that bans
aerial spraying was narrowly approved
last spring by voters in Lincoln County,
Ore. A similar initiative campaign has
been conducted in Lane County,
although it also has run into some
legal issues.

Among the notable changes in the
OSAF position is a new title (Using
Herbicides on…) and specific focus on
herbicides, as well as more discussion
and references on environmental
effects. All OSAF members are invited to
review and use the revised position
statement (www.oregon.forestry.org/
oregon) when communicating with pol-
icy makers and the interested public
about this important issue. Contact:

Mark Buckbee, OSAF Policy co-chair,
buckbeefamily@ msn.com.  

Western Oregon Tribal Fairness
Act becomes law. In early January,
President Trump signed the Western
Oregon Tribal Fairness Act. The act
(HR 1306) was introduced last March in
the House by Reps. Peter DeFazio and
Greg Walden, along with a very similar
bill (S 508) in the Senate by Sens. Ron
Wyden and Jeff Merkley. The act will
transfer a total of about 32,000 acres of
forestlands from the Bureau of Land
Management to several western Oregon
tribes. To abide with “No net loss”
requirements for O&C Lands, the BLM
will designate an equivalent acreage of
current public domain lands in western
Oregon into O&C classification.

The new law will transfer 17,519 acres
into trust for the Cow Creek Band of
Umpqua Tribe of Indians, and 14,742
acres for the Confederated Tribes of Coos,
Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians. It
also amends the Coquille Restoration Act
to allow the Coquille Tribe to manage the
5,400 acres of forestlands they were grant-
ed in 1996 in the same way as the other
tribes, rather than with the previously
required conformance with adjacent BLM
management plans. The act had passed
in the House of Representatives several
times in past years but failed to pass the
Senate until this year. Contact: Mark
Buckbee, OSAF Policy co-chair, buck-
beefamily@msn.com.

Tom Schultz Leaving Idaho
Department of Lands (IDL).
Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter announced
that IDL Director Tom Schultz stepped
down in January to become vice presi-
dent of Government Affairs and
Community Outreach for Idaho Forest
Group.

“Under Tom Schultz’s leadership,
Idaho has seen strong financial returns
from the use of endowment trust lands,
the creation of multiple rangeland fire
protection associations to keep fires
small across southern Idaho, major
improvements to Idaho’s oil and gas
regulatory program, and expansion of
the Good Neighbor Authority program
to increase active management on
Idaho’s federally managed public
lands,” Governor Otter said. “Idaho’s
endowment trust lands and other natu-
ral resources are better off today
because of Tom’s service.”

Governor Otter is chairman of the
five-member State Board of Land
Commissioners (Land Board), which
also includes the Attorney General,
Secretary of State, State Controller, and
Superintendent of Public Instruction. It
provides direction to IDL in managing
millions of acres of endowment trust
lands in Idaho to provide financial sup-
port for Idaho’s public school system
and other state institutions. The IDL
also manages the lands beneath Idaho’s
navigable waterways and administers
regulatory and assistance programs
related to mining, oil and gas, forestry,
and fire.

At the time of this writing, the Land
Board was scheduled to discuss the
position of IDL director at its January
meeting.

Economic Contribution of
Idaho’s Forest Products Industry.
Key forest products industry statistics for
Idaho include (http://bit.ly/2DEm5xy):
$2.0 billion gross state product; 29,098
total direct and support jobs; $3.77 bil-
lion gross sales (direct); and $1.14 bil-
lion labor income (direct and support)

Each million board feet harvested
creates 22 jobs (12 direct plus 10 sup-
port). Annual harvest is down 18% in
2017 to 1.11 billion board feet. Harvest
volume from federal lands increased
8%, while harvest volume from private
and state lands decreased 23% and 11%,
respectively. Lumber production is
down 1.2% from 1.78 billion board feet
(lumber tally) in 2016 to 1.60 billion
board feet in 2017.

Contact: Dennis Becker, drbecker@
uidaho.edu, 208-885-5776, www.uida-
ho.edu/cnr/policy-analysis-group.

Sale of Residential Cottage Sites
and Commercial Properties. The
Idaho Land Board voted in 2016 to auc-
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tion most Idaho Department of Lands
commercial properties and residential
cottage sites. The decision was based on
a business plan prepared by the Land
Board’s commercial real estate advisor,
which pointed to current market condi-
tions and the challenges IDL faces in
efficiently owning and operating these
properties. The recommendation was to
use the revenue generated from the sale
of properties to acquire timberlands to
improve long-term returns for the
endowed beneficiaries. In 2017, com-
mercial property sales generated $17.3
million and residential cottage sites
generated $33.5 million. Contact:
www.idl.idaho.gov/sell-land.html.

Legislators miss reception, but
make vote. On January 18, the sixth
Forest Products Legislative Reception
hosted by Washington State SAF was
held in Olympia at the Children’s
Museum, which earned LEED GOLD for
its sustainable building in 2014. The
annual reception is a meet- and greet-
style event with the goal to offer net-
working opportunities between
Washington State legislators and our
counterparts in private industry,
forestry related nonprofits, and natural
resources agencies. The event facilitates
foresters and policy makers to get better
acquainted and help educate elected
officials on forestry related issues, or
anything we feel like talking about
while enjoying some local food and
beverages!  

The reception was a great success even
though none of the legislators could
attend! What you ask? Yes, you see the leg-
islators had very important business to
attend to “on the hill” in which they
worked late and passed the Hirst fix
(exempt well water issue), the capital
budget, and the bond bill to fund the cap-
ital budget. In 2017, Senate Republicans
stated they would not support passage of
a capital budget until the legislature
agreed on a Hirst fix. Last year (2017) is
the first time in Washington state history
that the state did not pass a capital budg-
et. This year they passed all three initia-
tives, but missed out on the popular
event.

Although having legislators there is
the main reason this reception is held,
it did not stop foresters from engaging
in lively debate, networking, and just
catching up. Contact: Karen Temen,
karen.temen@weyerhaeuser.com. ◆

he Society of
American

Foresters announced
Dr. Keith A. Blatner,
CF, as editor in chief
of the Journal of
Forestry. The three-
year term to the
Journal officially began on January 1.
Keith follows the Journal’s most
recent editor, Dr. Don C. Bragg, and
Dr. Richard Guldin, who served as
interim editor in chief during SAF’s
search and interview process for this
position.

Dr. Blatner is currently professor
and program leader for Forestry and
director of the Grizzly Bear Research,
Education and Conservation Center
in the School of the Environment at
Washington State University. He has
served SAF’s journals for many years,
most recently as an Applied Research
editor for Forest Science, and previ-
ously as editor in chief of the Western
Journal of Applied Forestry, and has
also served on SAF’s Board of
Directors. An SAF Fellow, he is a
member of the Inland Empire Society.

“I am honored to have been select-
ed as the editor in chief for the
Journal of Forestry,” Blatner said. “The

current stature of the Journal of
Forestry is due to the hard work of the
previous editors, associate editors,
authors, reviewers, and editorial staff,
without whose efforts the Journal
would not have risen to its current
level of prominence among the over
60 journals devoted to the publica-
tion of forestry-related research.” His
vision for the Journal includes
improving the use of available tech-
nologies such as online-ahead-of-
print publication and better use of
online-only supplementary materials
like videos, data sets, and podcasts.
He envisions continuing to publish
timely special issues and sections
such as 2017’s special section on for-
est inventory and analysis. ◆
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