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Alvin Sorseth
1919-2017

Alvin “Tyke” Sorseth passed away
November 7, 2017, at Peter Moore
Hospice House. He was 98. Tyke was
number three in a line of six children,
born March 14, 1919, to Anton and Hazel
Sorseth in Hettinger, North Dakota. When
Tyke was 15, the Great Depression and
Dust Bowl forced the family west where
they settled near Sweet Home, Ore. It was
there that Tyke finished high school and
met hometown girl Arlene Sportsman.
They graduated in 1939 and became
engaged to marry when Tyke enlisted in
1942 to become a US Navy aviator. 

They married Christmas Eve, 1942, in a
little church in Jacksonville, Florida,
where Tyke was based. Tyke was attached
to the Atlantic Fleet, and ultimately
became a patrol bomber commander,
searching for submarines and escorting
ship convoys from Nova Scotia to Brazil. 

At war’s end, Tyke joined many other
veterans as a student at Oregon State
College, majoring in forestry. By the time
he graduated in 1948, he and Arlene had
two sons, Steve and Craig. 

Tyke started his 35-year career with the
US Forest Service on the Willamette
National Forest, where he ultimately
became district ranger on three ranger
districts. His first district ranger assign-
ment, however, was on the Malheur
National Forest, headquartered in Burns,
Ore. 

Tyke retired in 1977 as a staff officer in
the Willamette National Forest Supervisor’s
Office. Tyke and Arlene were in the Forest
Service at a time when all members of the
organization were “family,” and lifelong
relationships were forged. 

Tyke’s passion for forestry really blos-
somed after retirement when he commit-
ted himself to converting Arlene’s parents’
farm near Sweet Home from pasture to
timber production. He began planting
trees in the early 1990s, and joined by his
sons, planted seedlings and pruned trees
until he was well into his 80s. The 35-acre
farm was Arlene’s birthplace and is now
well stocked with Douglas-fir and pon-
derosa pine. Tyke and Arlene were honored
as Tree Farmers of the Year by the Linn
County Small Woodlands Association. 

Tyke was a member of several profes-
sional and fraternal organizations, includ-

ing the Society of American Foresters and
Oregon Small Woodlands Association. He
was a Freemason and Scottish Rite. 

Tyke is survived by Arlene, his wife of
nearly 75 years, and his sister, Carlyne
Fredericks, 90, in Seattle. He also leaves
behind his sons, Steve (Amelia) and Craig
(Renee). He is blessed with three grand-
children: Sarah, Nathan, and Noah, and
three great grandsons: Samuel, Josiah,
and Seth.

Willard Berry
1925-2017

Willard was born September 25, 1925,
in Salem, Ore., to Marvin and Freda
(Garrison) Berry and passed away June 7,
2017, in Tillamook, Ore., at the age of 91.
Willard was a graduate of Lebanon High
School and Oregon State University, get-
ting his degree in forestry. Willard served
in the Air Force during WWII and was
honorably discharged in 1946, but contin-
ued with the Army Air Corp until he was
60 years old. 

Willard worked for the Oregon
Department of Forestry for many years.
He was also very active in the community
including the Tillamook Elk’s Lodge,
Kiwanis Club, Tillamook County
Historical Society, Son’s and Daughter’s
Pioneers Genealogy Group, Tillamook JC’s
Club, Tillamook Planning Committee,
Tillamook City and Tillamook School
District Budget Committee, and 4-H
Advisory Committee. He served on several
United Methodist Church committees,
Army Reserve Officers Association, and
the Oregon State Alumni. 

Willard is survived by his wife Dorothy
of Tillamook and three children, Alan
(Diane) of Astoria, Ore., Timothy (Paula)
of Tillamook, and Rosan Hallstrom
(Steve), also of Tillamook, grandchildren
Braden (Karla), Ryan, Kevin (Courtney)
and Stephanie Leger, and great grandchil-
dren Braylen and Allison. He also had
many nieces and nephews. Memorial
contributions may be made to the United
Methodist Church Maintenance Fund. 

Kenneth Wienke
1952-2017

Ken Wienke graduated from Crook
County High School in Prineville, Ore.,
and served in the US Army for two years
during the Vietnam War era, after which
he received a BS degree in forest engi-
neering from Oregon State University. He
was a Licensed Oregon Professional
Forest Engineer.

Ken started his career with Boise
Cascade 38 years ago working in Oregon

and Idaho. While with Boise he served as
Western Oregon Wood Procurement man-
ager.

Ken joined the Oregon Logging
Conference board in 2002 and served as its
president in 2012. He was also a member
of the Southern Oregon Timber Industries
Association and served two years as presi-
dent. Ken was actively involved with the
board of OFIC, and was a member of the
Siskiyou Chapter of SAF. He served as an
advisory board member for the Southern
Oregon Forest Restoration Collaborative,
and worked with the Applegate Partnership
and Public Advocates for Sustainable
Solutions, a grassroots effort dealing with
primarily smoke management involving
community leaders outside the timber
industry. 

Ken was an active individual, enjoyed
spending time outdoors playing golf, bik-
ing, competing in the Bend Pole, Peddle,
and Paddle event, and other outdoor
events.

Wayne Gaskins
1924-2017

Wayne Gaskins was born March 11,
1924, in Indianapolis, Indiana, to Ralph
and Fleeta (Mabbit) Gaskins. He graduat-
ed from Ben Davis High School, and
attended Michigan State College for
undergraduate and graduate studies,
receiving a Master of Science in forestry.

In 1956, he accepted a two-year posi-
tion in Medellin, Colombia, to assist in re-
establishing the College of Forestry at
their university. Working closely with his
Columbian counterpart, Dr. Ruiz Landa,
they revised the school’s programs, active-
ly recruited students, developed scholar-
ship assistance, and hired a new teaching
staff. Having successfully completed this
significant project, Wayne settled in
Oregon permanently in 1959, where he
accepted a temporary position at Western
Forest Industries Association. He
remained there until his retirement in
1992, stepping down as vice-president.

A year after moving to the Pacific
Northwest, he married Beverly
Withycombe Cuffel and became step-
father to her two young children, Curtis
and Stephen. The couple lived in south-
west Portland for more than 30 years, and
after retirement they moved to central
Oregon.

He is survived by his wife, Beverly
Withycombe Cuffel Gaskins; stepsons
Curtis (Barbara) and Stephen (Maraed
Walsh); grandchildren Allison Cuffel
(Wyatt Norris), Christopher Cuffel
(Amber), Catherine Cuffel; and great-
grandchildren, Tegan and Adric.

We Remember



Memorial contributions may be made
to the Wayne and Beverly Gaskins Leading
Edge Scholarship, Oregon State
University-Cascades, 1500 SW Chandler,
Bend, OR 97701.

Stanley Blinks
1927-2018

Stanley E. Blinks, 90, formerly of
Chehalis, Wash., died peacefully in his
sleep Jan. 19, 2018, in Kirkland, Wash.
Stan was born on Dec. 15, 1927, in New
York City, N.Y., to Albion and Ruetta (Day)
Blinks. 

A 1945 graduate of Paschal High
School in Fort Worth, Texas, Stan attended
school in Iowa, New Mexico, Texas,
Tennessee, Oklahoma, and Texas again,
before attending then Iowa State College
his first two years of college. He graduated
from the University of Minnesota in 1951
with a bachelor of science degree in forest
management.

He worked several summers in Glacier
National Park and landed a full-time job
with the Weyerhaeuser Timber Company
in 1951, in Longview, Wash. He worked as
an inventory forester and was transferred
to the Skokomish Tree Farm in Snohomish,
Wash.

On April 18, 1959, Stan married Ann
Trout in Stillwater, Okla., her hometown.
Upon marriage, the couple moved to
Monroe, Wash. Diann Eddy Blinks, their
first child, was born in 1961.

In the spring of 1963, the couple moved
to Chehalis, where Stan was transferred
with one other Weyerhaeuser employee to
set up a new Chehalis Weyerhaeuser office.
Stan and Ann found their dream home in
Chehalis and spent the next 30 years serv-
ing the community.

Son Scott Edward Blinks was born in
1964. Ann went to work for The Daily
Chronicle in 1968 and became the lifestyle
editor. 

Stan retired from Weyerhaeuser in
1982 after 31 years. He spent his retire-
ment years serving the Society of
American Foresters in many different
capacities. He joined SAF in 1951 as a stu-
dent and held chapter, state, and national
offices in the Longview, North Puget
Sound, and Southwest Washington chap-
ters from 1952 to 1993. In 1974, Stan was
named the Forester of the Year and was
elected a Fellow in 1979.

Stan was a 50-year member of the
Lions Club and had a passion for collect-
ing Lion’s pins from all over the world. He
was also active in the Elks Club and
served as treasurer in the Twin Cities Elks.

Stan bowled every Monday night with
the Twin Cities Bowling League until he

had to give it up when his knees gave out.
He started his own business, Stanserve
Forest Advisory Service, soon after retire-
ment.

Stan and Ann were longtime members
of the Chehalis United Methodist Church
and were well known in the congregation
for their “Mr. and Mrs. Fellowship
Spaghetti Night” held annually at their
home.

Stan’s wife, Ann Trout, preceded Stan
in death. Several years after Ann died in
2004, Stan found companionship with
Margie Dukes, whom he lived with in
Tacoma until 2013, when she became ill
and passed away in 2014.

He moved back to Chehalis and lived
at Woodland Estates until he moved to
Brookdale, Kirkland, to be close to his
daughter, Diann.

He is survived by his son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Scott and Therese Blinks of
Chehalis and their daughter, Reese; and
daughter and son-in-law, Diann Blinks
Mangan and Simon Hedworth of Seattle,
and Diann’s two children, Claire and Joe.

Barte Starker
1950-2017

Barte was
born in Corvallis,
Ore., to Bruce
and Betty Bond
Starker. He grad-
uated from
Corvallis High
School in 1968
and from Oregon
State University
in 1972 with a
degree in
forestry. At age
22, he entered the family business, Starker
Forests, and worked there until his retire-
ment. In 1978, he married Patricia Lemon.
They raised two daughters and hosted
several exchange students from around
the world.

Barte served on many forestry boards
and committees throughout the state
including the Oregon Board of Forestry,
Oregon Natural Resources Education
Fund, and Oregon Forest Resources
Institute. He was also involved with the
Oregon Coast Aquarium, Good Samaritan
Hospital Foundation, Rotary, and Boys
and Girls Club of Corvallis. Barte joined
SAF in 1972 and was elected SAF Fellow in
1999.

He is survived by his wife, Pat, his
daughters Sally Starker (Zach) and Wendy
Little (Matt), three grandsons, and his
brother, Bond Starker.

Memorial contributions may be made

to: Corvallis Boys and Girls Club Teen
Center, 1112 NW Circle Blvd., Corvallis,
OR 97330; or the Oregon Community
Foundation (specify the Oregon Natural
Resources Education Fund or ONREF) at
The Oregon Community Foundation, 440
East Broadway, Suite 160, Eugene, OR
97401.

The Corvallis Gazette-Times published
two articles about Barte and the legacy he
left (see bit.ly/2CuRtAD) and the Starker
legacy he helped sustain and build (see
bit.ly/2EPwBlK). ◆
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Barte-isms

Barte Starker served on the Boys
& Girls Club Board of Directors from
1984-2017. He led the capital cam-
paign to build the Clubhouse in the
1990s and led the creation of a per-
manent space for teens that will
open in September of 2018.

Helen Higgins, CEO of the Boys
& Girls Club of Corvallis, gave a
heartwarming tribute to Barte
Starker at his memorial service.
Below are the 10 “Barte-isms,” or,
what Helen refers to as the guiding
principles for the Boys & Girls club
of Corvallis. Barte continues to be
an inspiration to get involved in the
community.

1. Be thankful and show appreci-
ation.

2. Walk through every room in
the building—take care of the nitty,
gritty details.

3. Plant for the future. If you
don’t take care of the seedlings, you
won’t have a forest.

4. Sometimes you cut down the
wrong tree and that’s okay. Plant
another one.

5. Don’t ruin the architectural
integrity. Some things fit and some
things don’t. If it doesn’t fit, don’t
force it. Let it go.

6. Always jump in—don’t wait for
others, take the lead.

7. If you can do it on your own,
you aren’t thinking big enough.
Expand your vision.

8. Really care about what people
have to say and know that they have
something valuable to contribute
(and don’t forget to listen).

9. Share your connections. When
you help people connect, everyone
benefits—including you.

10. Love, love, love.


