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WSSAF depends on 
generous sponsors to 
make the Annual Meeting 
a success. Join us in 
thanking our sponsors 
for their support.

Welcome to the 2022 WSSAF Annual Meeting!

Each year, our annual meeting provides an opportunity to learn and further our education, 
acknowledge our peers for their accomplishments, and to come together as a society for a short 
time. Our theme this year, Exploring Forest Connections - Present & Future, eschews the traditional 
singular focus of prior meetings and instead spotlights the expanding diversity of ideas, disciplines, 
and stakeholders involved in forest management and how they relate to each other. As has been the 
case for a few years now, this year’s meeting is virtual in order to protect the health of our members. 
To ease our video conferencing fatigue, we’ve chosen to break the meeting into easily digestible two-
hour segments across five days, each with their own topic.

THANK YOU TO OUR PLATINUM SPONSOR

WELCOME

We have brought together a talented and experienced group of speakers that form a true 
cross-section of the forestry profession to speak about a wide variety of topics that we 
hope you find interesting, informative, and inspirational for the year to come. We hope 
you enjoy the meeting this year and to see you in person at the next!

-The South Puget Sound Chapter
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Internet connectivity is required in order to access 
the 2022 WSSAF Annual Meeting. The sessions will 
take place in Zoom Webinar or Meetings.

Attendees are solely responsible for the integrity of 
their internet connection and electronic equipment 
function. We recommend downloading the Zoom 
application in advance from www.zoom.com.

Each registrant will receive a Zoom link via email. 
Registrants are discouraged from sharing their 
individual login information.

Registration, attendance at, or participation in the 
2022 Washington State Society of American Foresters 
Annual Meeting constitutes an agreement by the 
registrant to the use and distribution (both now and in 
the future) of the registrant or attendee’s image, voice, 
and/or virtual meeting chat messages in photographs 
and audio/video recordings for SAF’s educational 
outreach and promotion of event and SAF as an 
organization.

SAF reserves the right to record entire presentations. 
SAF’s use and distribution of recordings is contingent 
upon presenter approval and not attendee approval.

Virtual Participation Consent Clause

Accessing the Annual Meeting

This meeting will be 
hosted on Zoom.

Click the link to join 
the meeting. 

Annual Meeting 
Webinar
April 11-15
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Alternate Access Information: 

1. Go to zoom.us/join
Webinar ID: 860 0866 5776
Passcode: 455153

2. For audio only, dial (253) 215-8782

Didn't receive the email with the meeting links? 

Be sure to check your spam folder! 

Zoom troubleshooting and questions
Having trouble joining the Zoom meeting?
For Zoom tech support contact Melinda Olson at
melinda@forestry.org or (503) 224-8046 

Zoom etiquette:  
How to ask a question during a presentation

WEBINAR: Use the Questions and Answer (Q&A) 
button in Zoom to ask a question! Look for the 
toolbar at the top or bottom of your screen.

MEETING: Need general help or need to send a 
message to organizers? Use the chat button and 
type your message.

Thank you for joining us at the 2022 Virtual WSSAF Annual Meeting! 

2022 WSSAF 
Business Meeting
April 13
10:30 am - 11:30 am
Alternate Access Information: 

1. Go to zoom.us/join
Webinar ID: 889 9171 3566
Passcode: 923384

2. For audio only, dial (253) 215-8782
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Continuing Education Credits Protocol

WSSAF depends on 
generous sponsors to 
make the Annual Meeting 
a success. Join us in 
thanking our sponsors 
for their support.

THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD SPONSOR

Earn continuing education credits at the Annual Meeting!

The 2022 WSSAF Annual Meeting will be presented in a virtual format, but 
CFEs will still be available! 

The 2022 WSSAF Annual Meeting has been approved for 8 Cat 1 CFEs. 

We understand the importance of providing continuing education credits 
for SAF members. The following is the continuing education credits 
protocol agreed upon by Washington State CFE Coordinator, Ralph 
Johnson and the Organizing Committee. 

 If you have any questions, please contact Ralph Johnson, Ralph.Johnson@dnr.wa.gov

Watching and participating in the online meeting is a 
requirement to earn CFE credits. 

At the end of each day, a link to an online survey will be 
shared. You must fill out the survey to confirm your 
attendance. Please have your SAF number on hand. 

Protocol to receive CFE credits
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Monday

12:00 p.m. - Welcome with opening speaker Terry Baker, SAF CEO
Elijah Allensworth, General Chair, and Marisa Bass, WSSAF Chair

12:25 p.m. - Kathryn Morse, NCX 
/ NCX Forest Carbon Program: A Carbon Program for all Forest Landowners

1:00 p.m. - Csenka Favorini-Csorba, Washington State Department of Natural Resources 
/ WA DNR's Plan for Climate Resilience

1:35 p.m. - Green River College Student Presentation 
/ Difference in Water Quality between Spring-Fed and Runoff-Fed Urban Streams Immediately Following 
a Flooding Event

1:55 p.m. - Wrap up and end of meeting

April 11

Climate and Carbon

Terry Baker is the CEO of the Society of American Foresters. He oversees all 
of SAF’s programs and collaborates with his Board of Directors to establish a 
strategic vision committed to the scientific sustainable management of America’s 
forests. He strives to build strong relationships with partners that leverage our 
unified voice as a profession. 
Prior to his selection as SAF CEO in September 2018, Terry served in various 
roles within the USDA Forest Service. His almost 20-year federal career started 
in his home state of Florida on the Apalachicola National Forest. From there, he 
held positions on several other national forests in the western and southeastern 
US. He has been a wildland fire fighter, forester, and administrator of over 1 
million acres. 
Baker earned a master’s degree in forest management and policy from Yale 
University in 2007, a bachelor’s degree in forest resources and conservation 
at the University of Florida in 2004 and was honored by UF as one of their 
40 under 40 alumni in 2019. He also holds a bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
sciences from Florida A&M University. 

TERRY BAKER

Presenters
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Monday
April 11

Climate and Carbon

Kathryn Morse is a Landowner Success Manager for the Natural Capital 
Exchange, a carbon marketplace that connects net-zero pioneers with forest 
landowners. She works to educate forest landowners on the NCX program 
through events, presentations, and direct outreach while managing relationships 
with the thousands of landowners who have already enrolled in an NCX cycle. 
She earned her BA in ecology and evolutionary biology from the University of 
Colorado and currently lives in New York state.

KATHRYN MORSE

Presenters continued

Csenka Favorini-Csorba (she/her) is a senior policy advisor at the Washington 
State Department of Natural Resources where she’s leading agency-wide climate 
resilience and carbon sequestration efforts. Prior to working in state government, 
she worked for six years at the international nonprofit organization Earthworm 
Foundation, providing strategic guidance to Chief Sustainability Officers and 
other company leaders as they developed and implemented responsible sourcing 
policies. Her work has touched pulp and paper, wood pellet, and palm oil supply 
chains in the US and Canada, parts of South America, Europe, and Southeast 
Asia, where she leveraged brand name buying power to improve forest and social 
management practices on the ground.

CSENKA FAVORINI-CSORBA
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Tuesday

12:00 p.m. - Welcome 

12:05 p.m. - Brooks Mendell, Forisk 
/ Forest Economic Trends and PNW Timber Market Changes

12:40 p.m. - Rob Janicki, The RJ Group and Dan Rankin, City of Darrington
/ (Tree) Farm to (Wood) Table, An Optimal Approach To Absorbing Carbon

1:15 p.m. - Green River College Student Presentation 
/ Comparison of Benthic Macro Invertebrate Diversity Between Created and Natural Wetlands

1:35 p.m. - Green River College Student Presentation 
/ Diversity of Benthic Macro Invertebrates in a Low Order Stream Before and After an Atmospheric River 
Weather Event

1:55pm - Wrap up and end of meeting

April 12

Economics and Markets

Dr. Brooks Mendell, President and CEO of Forisk Consulting, has three decades 
of consulting, operating, and research experience in the forest products and 
timber industries. His experience includes roles in harvest operations and 
procurement with Weyerhaeuser, in management consulting with Accenture, 
and as a faculty member in forestry and finance at the University of Georgia. 
A Fulbright Scholar in Uruguay, Dr. Mendell founded Forisk in 2004. He has 
broad domestic and international experience supporting small businesses, 
Fortune 500 corporations and public organizations.  An inductee in the Georgia 
Foresters Hall of Fame, he earned BS and MS degrees at MIT, an MBA at the 
University of California at Berkeley, and a PhD in Forest Finance at UGA.

BROOKS MENDELL 

Presenters
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Tuesday
April 12

Economics and Markets

Rob Janicki comes from a family of Skagit and Whatcom County entrepreneurs. 
He began his career at EDS in San Francisco and Dallas, before returning to 
Skagit County in 1993 to join his family’s company, Janicki Logging. He began 
investing in and developing local properties shortly after, before forming his 
company, The RJ Group, in 2010. Since then, his company has earned a 
well-deserved reputation for smart urban development. Rob has a bachelor 
of science in physics and mathematics from Gonzaga University, graduating 
magna cum laude.

ROB JANICKI

Born in Darrington, Dan Rankin grew up exploring the Cascade Mountains 
by fishing, hunting, hiking, and trapping. Rankin served on the Darrington 
Town Council for eight years before being elected mayor. Since taking office in 
2012, Mayor Rankin has continuously worked to bring diversity into the local 
job market in hopes of creating long-term resilience throughout the entire 
Stillaguamish Valley. Partnering with local, private, state and federal partners, 
Rankin has been committed to stabilizing the community and economy post SR 
530 landslide by utilizing the North Stillaguamish Redevelopment Plan.

DAN RANKIN  

Presenters continued

82022 WSSAF Annual Meeting



Wednesday

10:30 - 11:30 a.m. - Business Meeting

12:00 p.m. - Welcome 

12:05 p.m. - Mark Kimsey, Intermountain Forestry Cooperative
/ The Intermountain Forestry Cooperative: Operational research for the 
enhancement of forest health and productivity across the dry, forested interior 

12:40 p.m. - David Diaz, Ecotrust
/ Landmapper: A simple open-source web app to facilitate forest stewardship 
planning 

1:15 p.m. - Green River College Student Presentation
/ Beaver Dam Impact on Benthic Macroinvertebrate Diversity and Population

1:35 p.m. - Green River College Student Presentation                                   
/ The Effect of Naturally /Occurring Super-saturation of Dissolved Oxygen on 
Benthic Macroinvertebrate Diversity

1:55 p.m. - Wrap up and end of meeting

April 13

Inventory and Technology

WSSAF depends on 
generous sponsors to 
make the Annual Meeting 
a success. Join us in 
thanking our sponsors 
for their support.

THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD SPONSOR
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Wednesday
April 13

Inventory and Technology

Mark Kimsey is the director of the Intermountain Forestry Cooperative and 
codirector of the National Science Foundation IUCRC Center for Advanced 
Forestry Systems at the University of Idaho. His professional career is centered 
on integrating forest science and ecology into operational forest management 
through applied research; collaborating regionally and nationally with forest 
industry to achieve practical, real-world solutions. Currently, Mark’s work 
focuses on modeling and mapping tree and stand growth dynamics across 
multiple scales and regions of the United States. Kimsey enjoys teaching and 
mentoring the next generation of foresters through his forest sampling and 
measurement courses in the College of Natural Resources. Mark gives back to 
the forestry profession by serving as the western region representative to the 
Society of American Foresters Forest Science and Technology Board and as the 
forestry representative to the Idaho Geological Mapping Advisory Committee. 

MARK KIMSEY 

David Diaz has reported on international climate negotiations, developed 
how-to-guides for forest carbon projects, designed carbon market accounting 
standards, and negotiated contracts for carbon offsets. Since 2013, he has 
worked with the nonprofit Ecotrust where he serves as Director of Forestry 
Technology & Analytics. David leads work to integrate open-source data 
science, geospatial analysis, and forest ecology and management to produce 
actionable science, user-friendly technologies, and data-driven insights that 
engage forest owners and enable improved forest management. He holds a BA 
in Environmental History from Harvard University, an MS in Soil Science from 
Oregon State University, and is a PhD candidate in the University of Washington 
School of Environmental and Forest Sciences. Though David is a native Texan, 
he has been living in Seattle since 2016 where he and his wife Abby are learning 
along with their dog Melvin to take more deep breaths and to hunt truffles.

DAVID DIAZ

Presenters
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Thursday

12:00 p.m. - Welcome 

12:05 p.m. - Tom Hanson, ArborInfo LLC
/ Foresters as Arborists 

12:40 p.m. - Deb McGarry, City of Seattle
/ Arborist reports from a reviewer’s perspective 

1:15 p.m. - Green River College Student Presentation
/ Water Quality Metrics Comparison: Flood Plains and the Mainstem Yakima 
River

1:35 p.m. - Green River College Student Presentation
/ The Effects of Storm Discharge on McSorley Creek

1:55 p.m. - Wrap up and end of meeting

April 14

Forestry in the Urban Environment

WSSAF depends on generous sponsors to make the Annual Meeting a success. 
Join us in thanking our sponsors for their support.

THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD SPONSOR

112022 WSSAF Annual Meeting



Thursday
April 14

Forestry in the Urban Environment

Deb McGarry has worked in urban forestry for almost 20 years and for 
the City of Seattle since 2007. For the past three years, she has worked 
for the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections reviewing 
development applications and applying tree regulations. Originally 
from New York, Deb moved to Seattle to attend graduate school at the 
University of Washington.  She likes gardening, hiking, reading, cooking, 
and finding adventures with her husband and two young children.

DEB MCGARRY

Tom Hanson is a certified forester and certified arborist. He joined International 
Forestry Consultants after graduation from the University of Washington with 
a BS in forest resources. His career took him to forest inventory and appraisal 
projects throughout the western states. He managed and still oversees forest 
lands for non-resident landowners with holdings in western Washington. 
Along the way he became interested in urban tree management and developed 
his arboriculture consulting business. He sold his forest consulting business 
to American Forest Management and operates as ArborInfo LLC, providing 
arboriculture consulting services to home builders, developers, attorneys and 
insurance companies.
Tom grew up on the banks of the North Fork of the Nooksack River and lives in 
Brier with his wife and near their grandkids.

TOM HANSON

Presenters
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Friday

12:00 p.m. - Welcome 

12:05 p.m. - Ray Davis, USDA Forest Service
/ A quarter century of monitoring late-successional and old-growth forests 
for the Northwest Forest Plan

12:40 p.m. - Melia Devivo, Washington State Department of Fish and 
Wildlife / Chronic Wasting Disease and Hemorrhagic Diseases of Cervids

1:15 p.m. - Green River College Student Presentation
/ Comparing Amphibian Biodiversity: Cover Trap Survey of an Undisturbed 
Forested Wetland and an Urban-Impacted Wetland

1:35 p.m. - Green River College Student Presentation
/ Difference In Amphibian Diversity Of 'Type A' Wetlands - With A Focus On 
Natural And Man-Made Wetlands Within The Puget Sound

1:55 p.m. - Wrap up and formal end of 2022 WSSAF Annual Meeting

April 15

Wildlife and Ecology

SILVER SPONSOR

WSSAF depends on 
generous sponsors to 
make the Annual Meeting 
a success. Join us in 
thanking our sponsors 
for their support.
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Friday
April 15

Wildlife and Ecology

Raymond Davis is the monitoring lead for old forests and northern 
spotted owls for the Northwest Forest Plan (NFWP) Interagency 
Monitoring Program. He began his career with the USDA Forest 
Service in 1989, prior to the listing of the northern spotted owl 
and what followed and eventually led to the development and 
implementation of the Northwest Forest Plan. Prior to his monitoring 
role, he spent much of his career on-the-ground implementing the 
NWFP on both the Siuslaw and Umpqua National Forests.

RAY DAVIS  

Dr. Melia DeVivo is the ungulate research scientist for Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and for the last five years has worked on projects 
specific to eastern Washington deer and elk populations focused on predator-
prey interactions. Prior to her appointment with WDFW, Dr. DeVivo received 
her doctorate in Animal and Veterinary Sciences at the University of Wyoming 
where she studied the impacts of chronic wasting disease (CWD) on a free-
ranging mule deer population in southeast Wyoming where CWD is endemic. 
Dr. DeVivo’s research on CWD allowed her to collaborate on and coauthor 
the recently adopted WDFW CWD Management Plan. Along with WDFW’s 
wildlife veterinarian and wildlife health staff, Dr. DeVivo coordinates efforts 
on statewide surveillance of CWD and monitoring outbreaks of Epizootic 
Hemorrhagic Disease/Bluetongue in cervids.

MELIA DEVIVO

Presenters
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Difference in Water Quality between 
Spring-Fed and Runoff-Fed Urban Streams 
Immediately Following a Flooding Event

Our study focuses on the water quality of two urban streams located within Covington, Washington. 
This study addresses if there is a difference in nitrogen, percent saturation of dissolved oxygen, and 
turbidity between a runoff-fed stream compared to a spring-fed stream, immediately after a flooding 
event. We explore the idea that a stream's water quality could be affected by its source. In conclusion, 
our results indicated a significant difference between water quality between the two stream types.

Authors and Presenters: 
Connor Johnson (Forestry 
AAS, Park Management 
AAS, GIS AAS degrees in 
progress), Henry Meyer 
(Forestry AAS, Park 
Management AAS, GIS 
AAS, Water Quality AAS 
and Wildland Fire AAS 
degrees in progress), Garrick 
Sageman (Forestry AAS, 
Park Management AAS, GIS 
AAS, and Water Quality AAS 
degrees in progress), and 
Blake Rose (Forestry AAS, 
Park Management AAS, GIS 
AAS degrees in progress)

GREEN RIVER COLLEGE
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

Comparing Amphibian Biodiversity:  
Cover Trap Survey of an Undisturbed Forested 
Wetland and an Urban-Impacted Wetland 

This project sought to answer the question of will there be more amphibian species found in an 
undisturbed forest wetland than in a wetland experiencing urban impacts? The results surprisingly 
showed more species in the urban-disturbed wetland. We think this could be attributed to the 
temperatures and changing seasons, as well as the Fish wildfire of 2020. We ended up concluding 
that more research is needed on this topic, and we made some recommendations for future studies. 

Authors and Presenters: Noah Barth (Bachelors in Forest Resource 
Management), Adrian James (Bachelors in Forest Resource Management)
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Diversity of Benthic Macro Invertebrates 
in a Low Order Stream Before and After an 
Atmospheric River Weather Event

This experiment studied the difference in benthic invertebrate diversity before and after an 
atmospheric river occurred. Data was collected in Fox Creek, located in Flaming Geyser State Park 
in Auburn, Washington. The findings show reduced benthic invertebrate richness and evenness 
following the atmospheric river taking place. 

Authors and Presenters: Melissa Brunette (Forestry AAS degree in progress), Jesse Rogers (BA Environmental 
Science with minor in Cultural Anthropology, Certified Arborist, Forestry AAS, Park Management AAS, GIS 
AAS and Water Quality AAS degrees in progress), and Kyra Seale (Forestry AAS, Park Management AAS, GIS 
AAS, Water Quality AAS and Wildland Fire AAS degrees in progress)

GREEN RIVER COLLEGE
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

SILVER SPONSORS

WSSAF depends on 
generous sponsors to 
make the Annual Meeting 
a success. Join us in 
thanking our sponsors 
for their support.
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Water Quality Metrics Comparison: 
Flood Plains and the Mainstem Yakima River

Our study consisted of testing nitrogen, phosphorus, pH, turbidity, and percent saturation of 
dissolved oxygen at a flood plain and the main stem of the Yakima River located in the Lower 
Yakima Basin in Benton County, Washington to discover if there were any notable contrasts in water 
quality between the two and if the flood plains may affect the main stem water quality. 

Authors and Presenters: Daniel Davis (Forestry AAS and Water Quality AAS 
degrees in progress), Cecilia Hanley (Forestry AAS, Park Management AAS, 
GIS AAS and, Water Quality AAS degrees in progress), Michael Hays (Forestry 
AAS degree in progress), and Malynn Wold (Forestry AAS, degree in progress)

GREEN RIVER COLLEGE
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

WSSAF depends on 
generous sponsors to 
make the Annual Meeting 
a success. Join us in 
thanking our sponsors 
for their support.

BRONZE SPONSOR STUDENT SPONSOR
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Comparison of Benthic Macro Invertebrate 
Diversity Between Created and Natural Wetlands 

In our study, we hypothesized that the health of a wetland is deeper than what is seen on the 
surface. We sampled the benthic macroinvertebrates in two forested, freshwater wetlands; a natural, 
perennial, stream-fed wetland, and a 10-year-old human-built, ephemeral wetland. Our results 
indicate that natural wetlands host a wider diversity of invertebrates than constructed wetlands and, 
therefore, boast higher water quality.

Authors: Parker Antone, Sierra Bleakley, Shelley Pasco, and Roslyn Ashley 

Presented by: Parker Antone (Forestry AAS and Wildland Fire AAS degrees in progress), Sierra Bleakley (Forestry AAS, Park 
Management AAS, GIS AAS and, Water Quality AAS degrees in progress), Shelley Pasco (Forestry AAS, Park Management 
AAS and Water Quality AAS degrees in progress)

GREEN RIVER COLLEGE
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

The Effects of Storm Discharge on McSorley Creek

The McSorley Creek was tested for 
storm water’s effect on water quality. 
Due to a recent rainfall event, we 
tested if there was contamination 
from a large storm discharge pipe 
into the creek, and whether this 
could impact salmon habitat.

Authors: Rowan Bass, 
Justin Johnson and 
Michael Striefel

Presented by: Michael 
Striefel (Forestry AAS, 
Wildland Fire AAS, 
Wildland Recreation, 
AAS GIS AAS and, Water 
Quality AAS degrees in 
progress)
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The Effect of Naturally Occurring Super-saturation of 
Dissolved Oxygen on Benthic Macroinvertebrate Diversity

We tested the difference in benthic macroinvertebrate diversity between the top and bottom 
of Little Mashel Falls. Our results indicate that benthic macroinvertebrates have a preference 
toward areas super-saturated with dissolved oxygen. Below the falls where the water was 
super saturated, we found an increase in both richness and evenness of species. 

Authors: Sean Eckman, Macy 
Mackey, Ian Paulson, and 
Becca Wassom 

Presented by: Sean Eckman 
(Forestr y  AAS,  Park 
Management AAS, GIS 
AAS, Wildland Fire AAS 
and, Water Quality AAS 
degrees in progress) and 
Ian Paulson (Forestry AAS, 
Park Management AAS and 
Water Quality AAS degrees in 
progress)

GREEN RIVER COLLEGE
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS

Beaver Dam Impact on Benthic 
Macroinvertebrate Diversity and Population

Our experiment studied 
the relationship of diversity 
and population of benthic 
macroinverebrates to their proximity 
from an upstream beaver dam. 
Samples were taken approximately 
20 feet apart to record the gradient 
of change down a 140-foot length of 
stream in south King County. Our 
findings showed a stronger impact 
on insect counts than diversity, with 
certain orders of insects impacted 
more heavily than others.

Authors : Alex Chester, 
Samantha Hazard, Lara 
Highberg, and Nick Planert 

Presented by: Alex Chester 
( F o re s t r y  A A S ,  Pa rk 
Management AAS, GIS AAS, 
Wildland Fire AAS and, Water 
Quality AAS degrees in 
progress)
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Di�erence In Amphibian Diversity Of 'Type A' Wetlands - With A 
Focus On Natural And Man-Made Wetlands Within The Puget 
Sound

Authors: Tanner Larson and
Raina Stokes 
 

Presented by: Tanner Larson 
(Forestry AAS,  BAS 
Forest  Resources in  progress)   
and Raina Stokes (Forestry AAS
 BAS Forest  Resources in  
progress)

 

GREEN RIVER COLLEGE
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS
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See you at next 
year's WSSAF 

annual meeting! 
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