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Welcome to the 2022 AKSAF Annual Meeting

The 2022 AKSAF Annual Meeting features both an in-person and virtual op-
tion.

• Those joining us in person, the meeting is being held at the Wedgewood
Resort in its Taiga Center.

Easy walk around Wander Lake - 35 minutes / 1.5 miles
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RESORT MAP

Enjoy 30 beautifually 
landscaped acres and the 
walking paths in the 75-acre 
Wedgewood Wildlife 
Sanctuary.

1 - Wedgwood Visitors Center, Front 
Desk, Event Spaces

2 - Bear Lodge, Bear’s Tale Restaurant & 
Bar, Cafe (Summer Only - See front desk for 
hours)

3 - Fitness Center

4 - Activity Island: Bush Plane, Trapper’s 
Cabin, Pipeline info

5 - Wildlife Sanctuary Trailhead

6 - Fountainhead Antique Auto Museum

7 - Taiga Center

8 - Cabbage Patch Garden

9 - Gazebos & Gazebo Gardens

10 - Taiga Trail Loop

11 - Wander Lake

12 - Observation Decks

13 - Nesting Island

14 - Photo Blind

RESORT LODGES

Program
Adam Davis
Jeremy Douse
Ed Morgan
Dan Rees
Tom St. Clair

Logistics
Tom St. Clair

Budget
Ken Winterberger

CFE
Jeremy Douse

Registration/Northwest Office
Melinda Olson
Andrea Watts

Planning Committee

Logistics
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• Those joining us virtually, the meeting will be held in Zoom. 

Click to join - 2022 AKSAF Annual Meeting 

Logistics cont.

Virtual Participation
Internet connectivity is required in 
order to access the 2022 Alaska 
Society of American Foresters 
Annual Meeting. The sessions will 
take place in Zoom Webinar, and 
the virtual coffee chat will take 
place in Zoom meetings. 

Attendees are solely responsible 
for the integrity of their internet 
connection and electronic equip-
ment function. We recommend 
downloading the Zoom application 
in advance from www.zoom.com.

Each registrant will receive a 
Zoom link via email and are 
discouraged from sharing their 
individual login information. 

Please note: A webcam is re-
quired for presenters but not for 
attendees. 

Questions about the Presenta-
tion?

Use the Questions and Answer 
(Q&A) button in Zoom to ask a 
question! Look for the toolbar at 
the top or bottom of your screen. 
Need general help or need to 
send a message to organizers? 
Use the chat button and type your 
message. 

Consent Clause

Registration, attendance at, or
participation in the 2022 Alaska 
Society of American Foresters 
Annual Meeting constitutes an 

agreement by the registrant to the 
use and distribution (both now 
and in the future) of the registrant 
or attendee’s image, voice, and/
or virtual meeting chat messages 
in photographs and audio/video 
recordings for SAF’s educational 
outreach and promotion of event 
and SAF as an organization. 

SAF reserves the right to record 
entire presentations. SAF’s use 
and distribution of recordings is 
contingent upon presenter ap-
proval and not attendee approval.

Zoom etiquette 
Need general help or need to send a 
message to organizers during the annula 
meeting? 
• Use the chat button and type your

message.

Having trouble joining the 
Zoom meeting?
For Zoom tech support contact 
Melinda Olson at melinda@
forestry.org or (503) 224-8046.  

Didn’t receive the email with 
the meeting links? Be sure to 
check your spam folder!
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Agenda (all times are in AKDT)

• Monday, May 16 - AKSAF-Hosted Icebreaker

5:30 p.m. at Black Spruce, https://www.blacksprucebeer.com/

• Tuesday, May 17 - Annual Meeting

7:30 a.m. - Continental Breakfast 

8:00 - Opening Comments
 Ed Morgan, AKSAF State Chair and Terry Baker, CEO SAF  

8:15 - What are Fuel Treatments and what is their purpose?
Tom St. Clair, Bureau of Indian Affairs

8:30 - Landowner Objectives Roundtable  
Jeremy Douse, Alaska Department of Natural Resources; Willie Bran-
son, Bureau of Land Management; Brian Haugen, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service;  Tim Mowry, Alaska Department of Natural Resources; 
Dan Rees, Department of Defense; Jennifer Barnes, National Park 
Service; and Tom St. Clair, Bureau of Indian Affairs

10:00 - Break

10:15 - Fire and Fuel Management With the Forest Vegetation Simulator
Dan Rees, Fort Wainwright, and Mark Castle, USDA Forest Service   

11:00 - Socio-ecological Considerations for Sustainable Fuel treatments to 
Reduce Wildfire Risk (SAFRR)

Jennifer Schmidt, University of Alaska-Anchorage, and 
Melissa Boyd, Northern Arizona University

11:45 - On-site catered lunch

1:00 p.m. - Roundtable Discussion Ecology of a Community Fuelbreak and 
Operational Use of Fuelbreaks
Graham Worley-Hood, Alaska Fire Service; Tom St. Clair, Bureau 
of Indian Affairs; Jennifer Barnes, National Park Service; Eric Miller, 
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Agenda

Alaska Fire Service; and Gordon Amundson, Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources; and Branden Petersen, Alaska Fire Service. 

2:30 - Break

2:45 - Alaska Wildfire Coordinating Group (AWFCG) Fuels Committee 
Function
Casey Boespflug, Fuels Committee Chair

3:30 AKSAF Business Meeting and Executive Committee Meeting

6:00 p.m. - Banquet featuring a keynote by Chris Maisch, SAF President,
and awards ceremony

• Wednesday, May 18 - Tanana Chiefs Conference Tribal Tour
 Tour is from 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the Wedgewood 
Visitors Center Lobby 

Continuing Forestry Education Credits Protocol
The 2022 AKSAF Annual Meeting will be presented in an in-person and virtual format, and 
CFEs are available from SAF. 

6.0 CFEs for Annual Meeting
4.0 CFEs for ITC-sponsored field trip

The following is the protocol agreed upon by the National Office.

• Those attending in person will fill out the CFE attendance sheet at the conclusion of the
annual meeting or field trip to confirm their attendance.

• Those attending virtually will fill out an online survey at the conclusion of the annual
meeting to confirm their attendance.
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Speakers

TOM ST. CLAIR is the Bureau of Indian Affairs Regional Fire Man-
agement Officer. From 1996-2020, he worked in many capacities for 
the Bureau of Land Management including crew Member, engine 
boss, smokejumper, fuels specialist, zone fire management officer, 
and district fire management specialist. He holds a BS in forest 
resources from the University of Idaho and a MS in natural resource 
management from the University of Alaska-Fairbanks where his the-
sis analyzed fuels conversion treatments in interior Alaska. Tom is a 
Fire Behavior Analyst (FBAN).

TERRY BAKER is the CEO of the Society of American Foresters. 
He oversees all of SAF’s programs and collaborates with his Board 
of Directors to establish a strategic vision committed to the scientif-
ic sustainable management of America’s forests. He strives to build 
strong relationships with partners that leverage our unified voice 
as a profession. Prior to his selection as SAF CEO in September 
2018, Terry served in various roles within the USDA Forest Ser-
vice. His almost 20-year federal career started in his home state 
of Florida on the Apalachicola National Forest. From there, he 
held positions on several other national forests in the western and 

southeastern US. He has been a wildland firefighter, forester, and administrator of over 1 
million acres. Baker earned a master’s degree in forest management and policy from Yale 
University in 2007, a bachelor’s degree in forest resources and conservation at the Univer-
sity of Florida in 2004 and was honored by UF as one of their 40 under 40 alumni in 2019. 
He also holds a bachelor’s degree in agricultural sciences from Florida A&M University.

ED MORGAN is Chair of Alaska SAF.  He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in forest management from Colorado State University and 
a master’s degree in forest biometrics from the University of Mon-
tana.  He most recently served as regional forester for the BIA’s 
Alaska Region and retired in 2020 after 40 years of forestry work.

WILLIE BRANSON is a Fire Management Officer with the Bureau of Land Management. 

BRIAN HAUGEN is the Fire Management Officer with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
He manages a fire program serving Yukon Flats, Arctic, Kanuti, and Tetlin National Wildlife 
Refuges.
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JEREMY DOUSE is the 
Northern Region Forester 
for the Alaska Division of 
Forestry. Since 2002, he 
has worked as a forest-
er in interior Alaska for 
the Army, Tanana Chiefs 
Conference and the State 

of Alaska. Jeremy has experience planning and 
implementing fuels projects on a variety of juris-
dictions to meet various objectives. He received 
his undergraduate degree in natural resource 
management from Lyndon State College in north-
ern Vermont and his master’s degree in forestry 
from Colorado State University. Jeremy’s master’s 
thesis revolved around fuels mapping and fire risk 
assessment.

Speakers
TIM MOWRY is a Public Information Office for 
the Alaska Department of Natural Resources. 

DAN REES is a Forester 
at Fort Wainwright, Alas-
ka, a position he has held 
for the past 20 years. He 
received an undergradu-
ate degree from Michigan 
Technological University 

in biology and a MS in natural resource manage-
ment from University of Alaska Fairbanks. Dan 
is the owner and operator of a small farm in the 
Fairbanks area.

About SAF

The mission of the Society of 
American Foresters is to advance 
sustainable management of for-
est resources through science, 
education, and technology; to 
enhance the competency of its 
members; to establish profes-
sional excellence; and to use our 
knowledge, skills, and conserva-
tion ethic to ensure the continued 
health, integrity, and use of forests 
to benefit society in perpetuity.

All forestry and natural resource 
management students and grad-
uates are eligible for membership 
with SAF. Our members repre-
sent the entire spectrum of the 
forestry profession— nonprofit 
organizations, forest products in-
dustry, public lands, universities, 
and independent contractors. 
SAF is the collective voice and 
community for consultants, re-
searchers, managers, field for-
esters, business owners, spe-
cialists, technicians,and more. 
Join our community today! 
Visit eforester.org.

MARK CASTLE is a Forest Biometrician with the 
USDA Forest Management Service Center. 

http://eforester.org
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MELISSA BOYD is a Research Scientist in the Center for Ecosys-
tem Science and Society at Northern Arizona University. Her re-
search focuses on tree radial growth response to climate and insect 
disturbance and the impacts of fuel breaks on ecosystem structure 
and successional trajectories in Alaska. She is also interested in 
linking field data to remote sensing measurements to monitor eco-
system change across large spatial and temporal scales.

JENNIFER SCHMIDT is a researcher at the University of Alaska 
Anchorage, Institute of Social and Economic Research. Her research 
topics focus on issues that involve the environment and people, such 
as land use, hunting and fishing, ecosystem services, and wildfire. She 
also enjoys using geographic information systems (GIS) to explore 
environmental issues.  

Speakers

JENNIFER BARNES started as the Regional Fire Ecologist for the 
National Park Service (NPS) Alaska Region in 2002. The program 
combines monitoring, research, and technology to provide effec-
tive feedback for the fire and fuels management program. Specific 
areas of studies: fire effects (vegetation, fuels, permafrost), fire 
history, repeat fires, fire behavior, burn severity, and fuels treatment 
effectiveness. Strong interest in climate change planning. Work 
includes studies across the state of Alaska – boreal and tundra 
ecosystems.

GRAHAM WORLEY-HOOD is a Fuels Specialist with the Alaska Fire Service.

ERIC MILLER has been a Fire Ecologist for the BLM Alaska Fire Ser-
vice since 2008 with an interest in wildland fire effects monitoring in 
forested and tundra ecosystems, fire danger rating, fuel moisture model-
ling, and fire behavior prediction.
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Speakers

BRANDEN PETERSEN began his career in fire in 1995. After working 18 years as a 
Hotshot and Smokejumper, he took a job as an Assistant Fire Management Officer with 
the Alaska Fire Service.  He is currently the Fire Manager for the Tanana Zone, Alaska 
Fire Service. When not managing fire business at the home unit, Petersen participates in 
Complex Incident Management with the Alaska Interagency Management Team, specializ-
ing in fire operations.

CASEY BOESPFLUG is the Bureau of Land Management Alaska 
State Fuels Program Lead. He started his career on a BLM mon-
itoring/fuels crew in Idaho in 1998. He has worked for the BLM 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in varies capacities including 
Crewmember, Engine Captain, Fuels Specialist, Fire Operations 
Specialist, Fire Management Officer and Program Analysts. He 
has performed several details as Zone, District and Regional Fire 
Management Officers and California BLM State Fuels program 
lead. He has worked in Idaho, Wyoming, Oregon, California, Ne-

vada, Colorado. Casey moved to Alaska in 2016 and was drawn here by the use of fire on 
the landscape as an ecological resilience tool and plans to stay here for a while. He has 
always had an interest in prescribed fire and fuels projects and has executed prescribed 
fires in 25 states, Canada and Mexico. He is excited to work with all the partners in Alaska 
to advance the fuels program. He participates on Incident Management Teams manag-
ing fires and all risk incidents. He is currently chair of the AWFFG Fuels Committee and 
NWCG Fire Use Committee.  

GORDON AMUNDSON has been involved with forest resource management and wild-
land fire suppression in Alaska since 1993. He is currently the Fire Management Officer for 
the Alaska Division of Forestry, Fairbanks Area office with fire suppression responsibilities 
on 8.5 million acres of federal, state, municipal, ANCSA, and private land. Much of his wild-
land firefighting experience has been on hotshot, helitack, and engine crews. This experi-
ence provided opportunities to fight fires in different fuel types across the nation for various 
state and federal agencies. Beginning in 2004, Gordon assisted with the development of 
Fairbanks North Star Borough Community Wildfire Protection Plan and “Zones of Concern” 
(risk assessment), and the planning/construction of several thousand acres of fuel breaks 
adjacent to high-risk communities. He continues to work with interagency partners to plan 
and implement fuels reduction projects in the Denali and Fairbanks North Star boroughs.



See you at next year’s 
AKSAF Annual Meeting


