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related to our forests. 
When asked to identify the most im-

portant changes in the fields of forestry 
or education in the past five years, the 
stakeholder group came up with a list 
that included the intensity and impact 
of wildfire, carbon sequestration and 
climate change, and increased awareness 
of the role of Indigenous people and 
traditional ecological knowledge in for-
estry. The core concepts in the plan were 
updated to integrate these new topics. 

In addition to the input made by the 
stakeholder group, the updated plan 
is also currently undergoing a public 
review process, a step that is new with 
this revision. Public review is an import-
ant component of OFRI’s commitment 
to transparency and accountability. As a 
state agency, OFRI values the input of all 
Oregonians.

Forest literacy plans clarify important 
concepts in forestry so they can be taught 
in an organized sequence to make more 
sense to students. Here in Oregon, we’re 
proud to have developed a comprehen-
sive plan that not only reflects the array 
of perspectives on our forests and how 
to educate students about them, but also 
evolves with our understanding of how to 
be responsible stewards of this important 
natural resource.  WF

Norie Dimeo-Ediger is the director 
of K-12 Education Programs with the 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute. She can 
be reached at (971) 673-2956 or dimeo-
ediger@ofri.org.
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Editor’s Note
By Andrea Watts

Prior to editing this issue, I didn’t see myself having a role in educating youth 
about forestry since I seldom interact with children and young adults. Read-
ing these articles though prompted me to reflect upon recent experience and 

reconsider this opinion. 
As a forest steward for the city of Seattle’s Green Lake Park, I lead monthly 

work parties of volunteers who remove non-native plants from the shoreline and 
replant with native plants. At April’s work party, seven high school seniors were in 
attendance within the larger group of six adult volunteers. I ended up overseeing 
the teenagers. 

Since they were required to write a brief report of the work they were doing, 
they asked the usual questions of why we were weeding the morning glory and 
blackberry, and mulching the recently planted native plants. One young woman 
showed particular interest in identifying the native plants and asked thoughtful 
follow-up questions about restoration. At the end of the work party while signing 
out the group, I shared that if they enjoyed this type of work there are careers in 
restoration ecology. That federal, state, and local governments, even the city of 
Seattle, hire people to do this type of work. And that working in natural resources 
can make a difference. After they left, one of the retiree volunteers commented 
that that was a good message to share. Will these teenagers decide upon a career in 
natural resources? I’ll probably never know, but I now realize that even these single 
encounters are an educational opportunity. 

While I muddled my way through being an educator in this instance, thanks 
to the articles in this issue, I am better equipped with how to interact with 
youth, especially younger children, at future work parties. Hopefully, you all will 
come away with more confidence being educator if asked or take advantage of 
unprompted opportunities to talk about forestry and natural resources with youth 
and their parents. 

As always, thank you to the authors who contributed to this issue, and the SAF 
members and advertisers who make producing this issue possible. Even as you’re 
reading this issue, work is already underway to prep for the next issue, which will 
focus on advances in wood manufacturing. If you have any topics to suggest, please 
email them to me at wattsa@forestry.org. Also upcoming in June, the SAF North-
west Office committee will vote on the Western Forester themes for 2023. If there is 
a theme you’d like featured, please pass along your suggestion.  WF
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