
and skills to teach and at what grade level 
can be a daunting task.

Fortunately, forest literacy plans can 
help educators prioritize the way they 
teach important forestry concepts by 
offering a framework for educating K-12 
students about forests in a way that’s age 
appropriate and grade level-specific. 

Forest literacy plans
Literacy can be defined as competence 

or knowledge in a specified area—in 
this case, forests. A forest literacy plan 
outlines what students should know 
about forests by the time they graduate 
from high school. The overall goal is to 
help students become forest literate, so 
that they:

• appreciate the importance of forests;
• understand concepts related to for-

ests and can communicate about forests 
in a meaningful way; and

• can make informed and responsi-
ble decisions about forests and forest 

resources.
Forest literacy plans are most often 

created by a diverse group of experts. 
Washington, Texas, and Wisconsin, have 
their own state forest literacy plans, as 
does the Australian state of Tasmania. To 
create Oregon’s plan, the Oregon Forest 
Resources Institute (OFRI) brought 
together a group of stakeholders that in-
cluded K-12 classroom and forestry pro-
gram educators, community college and 
university faculty, and private and public 
forest sector representatives. Many other 
states use Oregon’s plan as a model for 
developing their own plans. 

In addition to state plans, the Sustain-
able Forestry Initiative (SFI) offers an in-
ternational forest literacy plan. It was also 
developed by stakeholders and includes 
concepts related to forest certification. 
SFI’s plan includes pages devoted to “hot 
topics,” such as climate change and fire, 

By Norie Dimeo-Ediger

As a forester, you 
know that forests are 
amazing for a myriad 
of reasons, ranging 
from filtering our air 
and water to providing 
wildlife habitat and 
the raw materials to 
make renewable wood products. Because 
forests are important in so many ways, 
it’s critical that K-12 students under-
stand how they work and how we are 
all connected to them environmentally, 
economically, and socially. 

Because forests are so complex, it’s not 
always clear what to teach students: The 
environmental, economic, and social 
aspects of forests are just the big topics. 
When you break the big topics down, the 
subtopics may include tree biology, for-
est ecology, forest types, forest manage-
ment, forest issues, forest ownership, and 
forest history (to name just a few!). For 
educators, determining what information 
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Forest literacy plans are tools that educators can use to incorporate forestry and natural 
resources topics into their classroom instruction.
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which give educators a one-page 
synopsis of the issue. 

In Oregon, the Oregon Forest 
Literacy Plan is used as a blueprint 
for forest education program devel-
opment, such as to identify priority 
topics for K-12 publications, work-
shops, and field programs. It can be 
an organizer for teachers developing 
lesson plans on forests or forestry 
and as an outline for Career Techni-
cal Education curriculum. 

 Washington refers to its forest 
literacy document as the Forest 
Education K-12 Learning Framework. 
Denise Buck, Washington Project 
Learning Tree Coordinator, appre-
ciates how the framework can help 
integrate forest education throughout 
a student’s K-12 journey. According 
to Buck, the framework is used as a 
guide to build students’ knowledge, 
so they graduate with a strong un-
derstanding of the role forests play in 
their state. 

Forest literacy always evolves
Time changes both what we know 

about forests and what’s important 
for students to understand about 
them. It’s not enough to write a plan 
for forest literacy; it has to be updat-
ed regularly to be kept current and 
relevant. 

OFRI wrote the Oregon Forest 
Literacy Plan in 2011, updated it in 
2016, and is now in the process of 
updating it again. In November 2021, 
OFRI convened a group of educators 
and natural resource professionals 
to review and revise the concepts 
presented in the plan so that it 
can appropriately address current 
approaches, issues and challenges 
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IMAGES TAKEN FROM OREGON FOREST LITERACY PLAN

The Oregon Forest Literacy Plan breaks down 
the forest literacy concepts by grade level and 
provides sample activities that teachers can 
incorporate into their classroom instruction.
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related to our forests. 
When asked to identify the most im-

portant changes in the fields of forestry 
or education in the past five years, the 
stakeholder group came up with a list 
that included the intensity and impact 
of wildfire, carbon sequestration and 
climate change, and increased awareness 
of the role of Indigenous people and 
traditional ecological knowledge in for-
estry. The core concepts in the plan were 
updated to integrate these new topics. 

In addition to the input made by the 
stakeholder group, the updated plan 
is also currently undergoing a public 
review process, a step that is new with 
this revision. Public review is an import-
ant component of OFRI’s commitment 
to transparency and accountability. As a 
state agency, OFRI values the input of all 
Oregonians.

Forest literacy plans clarify important 
concepts in forestry so they can be taught 
in an organized sequence to make more 
sense to students. Here in Oregon, we’re 
proud to have developed a comprehen-
sive plan that not only reflects the array 
of perspectives on our forests and how 
to educate students about them, but also 
evolves with our understanding of how to 
be responsible stewards of this important 
natural resource.  WF

Norie Dimeo-Ediger is the director 
of K-12 Education Programs with the 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute. She can 
be reached at (971) 673-2956 or dimeo-
ediger@ofri.org.
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Editor’s Note
By Andrea Watts

Prior to editing this issue, I didn’t see myself having a role in educating youth 
about forestry since I seldom interact with children and young adults. Read-
ing these articles though prompted me to reflect upon recent experience and 

reconsider this opinion. 
As a forest steward for the city of Seattle’s Green Lake Park, I lead monthly 

work parties of volunteers who remove non-native plants from the shoreline and 
replant with native plants. At April’s work party, seven high school seniors were in 
attendance within the larger group of six adult volunteers. I ended up overseeing 
the teenagers. 

Since they were required to write a brief report of the work they were doing, 
they asked the usual questions of why we were weeding the morning glory and 
blackberry, and mulching the recently planted native plants. One young woman 
showed particular interest in identifying the native plants and asked thoughtful 
follow-up questions about restoration. At the end of the work party while signing 
out the group, I shared that if they enjoyed this type of work there are careers in 
restoration ecology. That federal, state, and local governments, even the city of 
Seattle, hire people to do this type of work. And that working in natural resources 
can make a difference. After they left, one of the retiree volunteers commented 
that that was a good message to share. Will these teenagers decide upon a career in 
natural resources? I’ll probably never know, but I now realize that even these single 
encounters are an educational opportunity. 

While I muddled my way through being an educator in this instance, thanks 
to the articles in this issue, I am better equipped with how to interact with 
youth, especially younger children, at future work parties. Hopefully, you all will 
come away with more confidence being educator if asked or take advantage of 
unprompted opportunities to talk about forestry and natural resources with youth 
and their parents. 

As always, thank you to the authors who contributed to this issue, and the SAF 
members and advertisers who make producing this issue possible. Even as you’re 
reading this issue, work is already underway to prep for the next issue, which will 
focus on advances in wood manufacturing. If you have any topics to suggest, please 
email them to me at wattsa@forestry.org. Also upcoming in June, the SAF North-
west Office committee will vote on the Western Forester themes for 2023. If there is 
a theme you’d like featured, please pass along your suggestion.  WF
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