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Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in
the Western Forester. The intent is to
provide a brief explanation of the policy
activity. You are encouraged to follow up
with the listed contact person for detailed
information.

OSAF Policy Committee Comments 
on State Legislation

The 2022 Oregon Legislative Session 
may have been the “Short Session,” but 
there were multiple bills of interest to 
the forest sector. SB1501 and 1502 were 
legislation necessary to implement the 
Private Forest Accord (PFA), and the 
legislature passed both bills. The PFA was 
an agreement crafted by a large group of 
forestland owners and an equally large 
group of environmental groups. In ex-
change for an agreement by the environ-
mental groups to cease the proliferation 
of referendum measures and legislation, 
the landowners agreed to expanded 
riparian buffers, stricter steep slope pro-
tection measures, and road maintenance 
measures. 

Among the next steps is securing a 
federal Habitat Conservation Plan for 
listed fish species and creation of new 
forest practice rules in the Forest Practic-
es Act. OSAF did not present testimony 
on SB 1501/1502 since multiple SAF 
members were involved in the nego-
tiated settlement. The legislature also 
passed SB1546, which creates the Elliott 
State Research Forest. The final bill did 
not adopt our recommendations that the 
composition of the Advisory Committee 
must include a professional forester, 
a representative of local community 
interests, and the Advisory Committee be 
approved by the Senate. We also asked 
that the forest director be a creden-
tialed professional and not be limited 
to a four-year term. Hopefully the State 
land Board, which selects the Advisory 
Committee, will voluntarily adopt our 

recommendations. 
The legislature failed to pass SB-1534, 

the Natural and Working Lands Carbon 
Capture bill. The final bill did address our 
concern that any assessment of carbon 
capture must address net capture rather 
than gross capture. This bill principal-
ly directed state entities to study the 
potential of natural and working lands 
for carbon capture. These lands includ-
ed private and public farms, forest and 
rangelands. Full OSAF testimony can be 
found on the OSAF policy page. https://
forestry.org/oregon-position-statements/

OSAF Executive Committee
Renews PS

At the February 2022 Executive Com-
mittee Meeting, the ExCom approved 
the updated Managing Mature and Old 
Growth Forests Position Statement. Some 
of our key points are: 

• “The Oregon Society of American For-
esters (OSAF) recognizes the unique char-
acteristics and values that mature and 
old-growth forests provide for society.” 

• “OSAF supports policies that effective-
ly reflect the diverse and dynamic nature 
of forest ecosystems, such as a targeted 
mix (e.g., percentages) of younger and 
older forests across the landscape rather 
than artificially fixed in specific loca-
tions.” 

• “Even where non-timber values are 
primary drivers of management decisions, 
OSAF believes that active management 
of mature and old-growth forests may be 
needed to promote and sustain ecological 
values over time.” 

• “OSAF supports appropriate man-
agement practices, planned by experi-
enced forestry professionals for specific 
forest sites with consideration of the 
broader landscape, to help achieve and 
maintain desired conditions and values of 
mature and old-growth forests for current 
and future generations of Oregonians.” 

The full statement can be found on 
the OSAF Policy and Legislation web-
page https://forestry.org/oregon-posi-
tion-statements/.  WF

binoculars for research projects and field 
trips

• Yoncalla High School—purchase sup-
plies and equipment to facilitate aquatic 
research and remediation projects

Oregon has seen a strong resurgence 
in Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
programs following an increase in state 
and federal funding for CTE programs. 
Ten years ago, natural resource edu-
cation had dwindled to just a few high 
schools. In the last several years, there 
has been a dramatic increase in natural 
resource education all over the state. At 
latest count, there are 39 high schools 
with an official CTE program with 
another eight schools developing their 
program. Another 29 high schools offer 
some forestry education through their 
agriculture or science programs.

About a fifth of the 355 high schools 
and nearly half of the 197 school districts 
offer some sort of natural resource edu-
cation. In fact, some of the programs are 
successful enough that they are adding a 
second or a third teacher! There is broad 
agreement CTE programs offer students 
real-world, hands-on skills that they can 
carry into their futures. ONREF helps 
support those programs.

In addition to the high schools, there 
are six community colleges offering for-
estry education. Oregon State University 
is the only university offering a four-year 
forestry degree.

Across the state, 29 high schools 
belong to the Future Natural Resource 
Leaders (FNRL). A successor of the 
Associated Oregon Forestry Clubs, FNRL 
offers opportunities for youth leader-
ship development, personal growth and 
career success through natural resources 
education. FNRL is known for its forestry 
skills contests and fire school events 
that teach many valuable skills to the 
students. There are several small, local 
skills contests throughout the school year 
while a state conference occurs at the 
end of April. Events of the skills contests 
includes map reading, tree identification, 
and timber cruising. 

Significantly, the Oregon Department 
of Education reports that across all 
demographics students who participate 
in career technical education programs 
(e.g., natural resources) have a 13-20 
percent higher graduation rate than the 
state average.  WF
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