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By Joanie Mason Ruud

Since its inception 
in 1991, Oregon 
Talk About Trees 

has visited with more 
than 3,516,000 children 
and adults. We offer 
free classroom pro-
grams to children in 
grades preschool to middle school and 
also attend many local and statewide 
events to educate the general public. 

We currently have 10 facilitators con-
tracted to teach forest education in many 
Oregon counties. Most of our facilitators 
are former classroom teachers, and we 
adapt our teaching techniques to be visit-
ing educators. In the event you find your-
self invited to speak to a classroom or 
lead a field trip, and are unsure whether 
you should accept or be successful, here 
are some helpful tips to make the experi-
ence less intimidating and more fun. 

When in the classroom
One benefit of being a visiting teacher 

is the kids are excited and motivated 
to interact with you. One of the chal-
lenges is managing that enthusiasm. 
Fortunately, there are simple classroom 
management techniques are necessary 
to maintain control of a group. 

First, it is important, in a friendly way, 

to let the students know your expecta-
tions within a few minutes of introducing 
yourself. For example, one might say. 
“When I visit schools, I have three rules, 
you need to sit ‘criss-crossed applesauce,’ 
keep your hands in your lap and when 
my voice is on, your voice is off.” Have the 
children repeat these rules or even state 
the rule and have the children guess the 
last word of the rule. Right off the bat, the 
kids are working with you.

If your presentation will include activ-

ities, consult with the classroom teacher 
to make sure that the activities are age 
appropriate. Young children need to have 
some items that they can touch. Passing 
items while teaching in a classroom is 
not productive. Instead, after teaching 
set up several different “touch tables” 
where children can interact with the 
materials. Keep groups small of five to six 
children and rotate groups after about 
five minutes.

When outdoors
When leading a classroom on a field 

trip, one simple technique is using a 
walking stick as you walk along and have 
one of your rules be that kids never pass 
the stick; this keeps them focused and 
safe. Another technique that works well 
to get their attention outdoors is to say, 
“If you can hear me, put your finger on 
your chin (or elbow, forehead, etc.).” Al-
ways ask the teacher if the class has a sig-
nal for quiet. This could be a hand clap, a 
hand gesture of some other method that 
tells the children it is time to be quiet and 
at attention.

While working with young children, it 
is important to keep them engaged. For 
young children, movement and songs 
work well, something as simple as: “Let’s 
pretend to be a tree with roots (feet), a 
trunk (body) and branches (arms).” 
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When teaching forestry 
topics to young children, 
incorporating movement 
activities into your 
presentation are a good way 
to keep them engaged. And 
always remember to keep
it fun!
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By Dick Powell

The ONREF board of directors and 
subfund advisors met the end 
of March to consider the 2022 

grant requests submitted by four high 
schools. There are usually around a 
dozen requests each year, but COVID-19 
has reduced the requests. The ONREF 
board and subfund advisors approved all 

four 2022 applications for an amount of 
$9,986. 

• Falls City—programming support for 
macroinvertebrate and salmonid surveys

• Philomath High School—supplies 
and equipment to support their wood 
products and forestry skills units

• Tillamook High School—purchase 

Oregon Natural Resources Education 
Fund Issues 2022 Grants

The Oregon Natural Resources Education fund (ONREF) of the Oregon 
Community Foundation, established in 2001, makes grants for sustaining 
natural resource education programs in Oregon high schools. The grants are 
intended to establish, expand, improve, and maintain forest-related natural 
resources education opportunities in Oregon high schools. The Oregon Society 
of American Foresters sub-fund is one of five funds included in ONREF.

ONREF general fund  $123,626

Pleasant Hill sub-fund  110,468

Terry Selby sub-fund  48,563

OR Small Woodlands Assoc. sub-fund  52,061

OR Society of American Foresters sub-fund 139,341

 Total: $421,998

In 22 years, ONREF has made 79 grants that has impacted nearly 7,000 stu-
dents. These grants averaged $1674 each and have totaled $132,216.

The OSAF sub-fund is the largest of the ONREF sub-funds thanks to dona-
tions over the years from OSAF members. The OSAF Subfund advisors, Tim 
Keith and Dick Powell, always have the best interest of SAF members in mind 
when advising about grant applications. OSAF member support is directly 
helping high school students learn more about what it takes to work in forestry 
and natural resources.

Anyone wishing to donate to ONREF can donate through OSAF’s Treasurer, 
Steve Cafferata, or can contact John Moriarty at the Oregon Community Foun-
dation (541) 431-7099. Just be sure to note which sub-fund you want.

Familiar songs, such as “The Hokey Pok-
ey” or “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star,” can 
be adapted to become tree themed.

For children under the age of seven, 
asking if the children have questions is 
problematic. Children will frequently 
tell an unrelated story instead of ask-
ing a question. One way of guiding the 
children is to define a question, i.e., 
“Questions begin with words like, ‘what,’ 
‘where,’ ‘why,’ or ‘how’.” Or avoid a ques-
tioning session altogether!

When working with young children, 
incorporate the opportunity for them 
to collect items. Provide a small bag for 
collecting and provide guidelines, i.e., 
“We are only going to collect what I tell 
you to collect, but the bag is yours to 
keep, and you and your family can collect 
more later.”

Older children also need to be pro-
vided with hands-on activities. From 
about 4th grade up, children should 
be working on problem-solving skills. 
This is a good age for kids to work in 
cooperative groups to complete a task. 
Another hands-on activity is a task, such 
as a scavenger hunt or an interactive 
game. However, be prepared with clear 
guidelines and expectations, as well with 
clipboards, pencils, and other neces-
sary tools. Make sure that an outcome 
is required and that expectations of that 
outcome are clear.

Now you’re ready for the classroom
Hopefully, these tips will make you 

feel more confident in accepting an offer 
to share your forestry knowledge to a 
classroom. In our experience, all children 
respond positively to learning about for-
estry and welcome any opportunity
to take a walk in the woods. And as you
gain more experience giving presenta-
tions, you will become more comfortable 
(I promise) and enjoy the title of
educator.  WF

Joanie Mason Ruud is the Oregon 
State director for Talk About Trees 
(https://www.talkabouttrees.us/). She 
can be reached at joan.masonruud@
talkabouttrees.us. 


