
By Jacob Putney

It would be trivial to say that the
decision to hold the 2021 Oregon
Society of American Foresters

(OSAF) Annual Meeting in a virtual
format, for the second year, was a dif-
ficult one. However, out of difficulty
came opportunity. While the Blue
Mountain Chapter was excited to host
OSAF members on the dry side of
Oregon, we were fortunate to have
tremendous amount of support for a
virtual meeting. 

Following the lead of the Capitol
Chapter, who pioneered the virtual
Annual Meeting in October 2020, we
put together two days of educational
and engaging content that featured a
diverse group of speakers from north-
east Oregon and across the Pacific
Northwest. In total, the meeting had
128 registrants, including 38 students,
18 speakers, and was supported by 24
generous sponsors.

Held on May 13-14, the theme for
the 2021 OSAF Annual Meeting was
Landscape Restoration: Perspectives,
Partnerships, Opportunities, which
brought together researchers,
landowners and managers, and natu-
ral resource partners to share knowl-
edge and experience on how we got
here and how we can move forward
with restoring natural processes with-
in the complex ecosystems of eastern
Oregon at a meaningful scale. 

Among the program highlights were:
• a three-part opening plenary ses-

sion covering climate change, wildfire
regimes and landscape resiliency, and
Indigenous restoration approaches; 

• a perspectives session that
brought together federal, private, and
tribal land managers to discuss their
own unique perspectives on land-
scape restoration; 

• a research session that covered
the latest research related to restoring
different eastern Oregon forest types,
as well as the implications of restora-
tion on wildlife; 

• a partnership session included
presentations and a panel discussion
from members of hardworking part-
nerships from across the Blue
Mountain Region, showcasing their
accomplishments and discussing
how we can continue moving for-
ward successfully; and 

• a breakout session that fea-
tured breakout rooms to engage
participants in discussion on
landscape restoration opportu-
nities on three different topics. 

The meeting also included
the OSAF Awards Ceremony to
celebrate the accomplish-
ments of OSAF members, a
virtual silent auction for outbid-
ding fellow SAFers, and a happy hour
for catching up with colleagues and
old friends. 

The Blue Mountain Chapter would
like to thank everyone who attended
the 2021 Annual Meeting, the speak-
ers, sponsors, and everyone who
helped make the event run smoothly.
If you couldn’t make the meeting, the
recordings are posted on the OSAF
YouTube Channel—
https://tinyurl.com/du382m5w.  

Looking ahead, the OSAF Executive

Committee
is developing the 2022
OSAF Annual Meeting planning com-
mittee with more details to come. WF
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Perspectives, Partnerships, Opportunities, and (hopefully)
the last all-virtual OSAF Annual Meeting
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