
By Dick Powell

Like the rest of the world, the
Oregon Natural Resources
Education Foundation (ONREF)

had an interesting year!
ONREF was established in 2001

and is administered by the Oregon
Community Foundation (OCF).
ONREF gives grants to establish,
expand, improve, and maintain for-
est-related natural resources educa-
tion opportunities in Oregon high
schools. More specifically, ONREF
assists public and private high
schools that commit to provide
opportunities in forestry that inte-
grate wood products, silviculture, har-
vesting, fisheries, wildlife, water, soils,
recreation, and the management of
other forest-related natural resources.
ONREF also promotes careers and
student leadership.

[To see a great video that captures
the essence of a high school program,
watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f
5L9A-zlF8s, which was made by a stu-
dent at Philomath High School.]

These education opportunities do
produce tangible results. In its Oregon
Statewide Report Card 2019-2020, the
Oregon Department of Education
determined that across all demo-
graphics, the graduation rates of
Oregon high school students who par-

ticipate in career technical programs is
13-20 percent higher than the state
average. ONREF’s grants are helping
students who participate in natural
resource-related programs graduate!
(For the complete report, visit
https://tinyurl.com/dykt6f4p.)

Foundation updates
There are two great pieces of news

to report. One is that the Oregon
Small Woodlands Association became
a sub-fund of ONREF so that there are
now five funds. The other is that
Pleasant Hill has brought back their
natural resources program, and their
teacher is a product of Philomath
High School’s forestry program!

At the end of 2020, the fund bal-
ances were:

ONREF Main Fund $110,423
Oregon SAF Sub-fund 109,820
Pleasant Hill Sub-fund 94,466
Terry Selby Memorial Sub-fund

41,387
OSWA Sub-fund 30,121

Total: $386,217

Although most schools closed for
in-person learning in spring 2020,
most schools receiving an ONREF
grant purchased what they’d request-
ed. Given the hands-on nature of
most items, the items were probably
not used last year but can be used
now that schools are back to in-

person learning. One school was pro-
hibited by their district’s administra-
tion from spending any money, so
OCF extended their grant for another
year.

When the ONREF Board and Sub-
fund advisors met in March to consid-
er this year’s grant requests, we only
had two requests submitted by
Pleasant Hill High School and
Philomath High School. As a rule,
there are a dozen or so requests but, in
these times of Covid-19, things are dif-
ferent. ONREF funded both requests. 

Pleasant Hill High School received
$4,570 to create a district-wide
arboretum to support natural sci-
ences laboratory coursework. The
Pleasant Hill sub-fund provided
$4,000, and the remaining $570 came
from the OSWA sub-fund.

Philomath High School received
$1,556 to purchase safety equipment
(gloves and safety glasses) and log
scaling manuals to enhance their log
scaling unit. Since the Selby Sub-fund
is specific to Benton County, the PHS
request was funded entirely by the
Selby Sub-fund.

Thank you to all the OSAF mem-
bers who donated to the fund last
year. Anyone wishing to donate to
ONREF this year can donate through
OSAF’s Treasurer, Steve Cafferata or
contact John Moriarty at the Oregon
Community Foundation, 541-431-
7099. Be sure to note which sub-fund
you want to contribute to. WF

Dick Powell is a longtime SAF mem-
ber and Fellow, and employee of
Starker Forests. He is a member of the
Marys Peak chapter and has served in
a number of leadership positions
including chair of OSAF.
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In Oregon Statewide Report Card 2019-2020, the Oregon Department of Education
reported that the graduation rates of students participating in career and technical edu-
cation (CTE) programs had higher graduation rates across all
demographics. 
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