
Prior to publication, we learned of the
passing of William (Bill) Stein. His obitu-
ary will be included in the fall issue.

Gary Thad Springer
1948-2021

Heaven got a little goofier on May 25
when Gary Thad Springer died peacefully
with his daughters by his side. The son of
Thad and Beverly Springer, Gary entered
this world on October 4, 1948, in Corvallis,
but spent his childhood and most of his
career in the woods of Harlan, Oregon. At
Eddyville High School, he excelled both in
basketball and shenanigans, fondly reflect-
ing many years later to his children about
that time he pulled the fire alarm at school
(but to be fair nobody has since been able
to confirm this and it’s possible he created

this story as a source of inspiration for
their own high school shenanigans).

Gary graduated from Oregon State
University in 1970 with a degree in human-
ities and a concentration in journalism,
which he made good use of as he penned
articles, emails and letters to the editor
about sound forestland management. He
had probably planned to do something
more than that with this degree, but he’d
spent his summers during college working
on the tree farm back home. By the time he
graduated, he realized there was no place
in the world he’d rather be. In 1975, he
married Anne Lloyd of Corvallis, and
together they raised three perfectly amaz-
ing children in Philomath: Mandy, Morgen,
and Scott.

A career forester, Gary spent the first
30 years after college working alongside his
dad, and for a time, his sister Diane, with
their contract timber business Springer
Logging. He took a special pride in working
with his dad, a man he looked upon with
reverence his entire life, so much so that he
even forgave him that time he put a chain-
saw through his shoulder! In 2003, Gary
took a position at Starker Forests as a
policy advisor, while also managing their
public outreach. There he spent the final

16 years of his career earning accolades
and appointments he wouldn’t want us to
mention, but will do anyway (and he’d cer-
tainly be rolling his eyes at how badly we
will screw up the order of these things here
in a minute). Here he made lifelong friends
and truly cherished the years he spent with
his Starker family.

Throughout his nearly 50-year career,
he volunteered much of his time to the
causes he loved most, including serving
several years on the Oregon Small
Woodlands Association (OSWA) Executive
Committee, volunteering on the OSWA
Board and serving on the OSWA
Governmental advisory committee; serving
on the Committee for Family Forestlands
and on the Oregon Forest Resources
Institute; serving as a member of the
research advisory committee with the
College of Forestry at OSU; serving on a
forest landowner committee to advise
Governor Kitzhaber in the development of
the Oregon Salmon Plan; serving on the
Oregon Society of American Foresters
executive committee and the Mary’s Peak
Chapter of Oregon Society of American
Foresters executive committee; appointed
to the Board of Forestry where he played a
major role in finding a balanced approach
to the new Salmon, Steelhead, and Bull
Trout (SSBT) forest practice riparian rules
implemented in 2017, and served as the
liaison between the Board and the
Environmental Quality Commission as
they addressed meeting the state
Protecting Cold Water Standard. In May
2016, he earned the Oregon Society of
American Foresters Tough Tree Award and
in 2017 was recognized as an ambassador
for the advancement of forestry through
the National Society of American Foresters
Fellow Award.

After a long career of winning awards
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and serving on probably more committees
than actually mentioned above, Gary
amassed a huge collection of friends and
family who came out in droves to show
their support and love when they heard the
news of his illness and then of his passing.
If you asked any one of them how they
would describe him, they would undoubt-
edly include the attributes intelligent and
funny. And he was these things and so
much more.

Michael Atkinson
1938-2021

Michael Atkinson was born in 1938 in
North Hollywood, California. He moved to
Oregon in 1947, grew up exploring Lynx
Hollow and Mohawk areas. He attended
St. Francis High School, which is now
Marist, and after graduation attended
Oregon State University where he graduat-
ed with a degree in forestry. 

While enlisted in the Army, he married
Grace Jungwirth in 1963. He was employed
at Chickering Surveying, and then worked
at Weyerhaeuser, where he retired after a
39-year career. Together with Grace and his
parents, they purchased a tree farm on
Territorial Highway. He and Grace raised
five children on that tree farm, where he
spent much of his free time working on his
trees. 

In addition to his family and trees,
Miachel donated considerable time to
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church in
Veneta and the Crow Applegate Lorane
School Board. He always supported his
forestry passion, donating time to organi-
zations like Oregon Small Woodlands
(OSWA), Western Lane Forest Protection
Organization, Oregon Tree Farm System,
and other organizations supporting family
tree farm growth and forestry stewardship. 

Jeremy Felty, chair of OSAF, shared this
personal note about Michael’s passing.

It was with OTFS/OSWA where I first met
Michael and had the pleasure of interacting
with him and supporting the mission of the
American Tree Farm System. While I worked
for OTFS, Michael served as OTFS State
Coordinator with his wonderful wife
Connie working in lockstep as database
manager.

In my experience, Michael had a tenden-
cy to think about what he was going to say
before he spoke and to always leave an
impact. That said, Michael was also incred-
ibly easy to talk to and I always felt that he
greeted me warmly and provided advice
about life and forestry as I got to know him.
I will look back on my time with him fondly
and hope that I can have the strive and per-
severance to be as great of a forester as he
was. I will miss him greatly.

I would be amiss if I didn’t mention that
in 2018 at our OSAF Annual Meeting,
Michael received the OSAF Forester of the
Year award—an award that he deserved
many times over for his efforts and effect on
Oregon forestry.

Michael is preceded in death by Grace
Atkinson (d 1997), and survived by his wife
Connie (Constance), his children Richard
and Martin Atkinson, Michele Stowell, Sara
Nickel, and Anna Atkinson, and 13 grand-
children, his siblings, Sharon Hurst, Trudie
Atkinson, Lorna Pletnikoff, Paul, and Tim
Atkinson.

Mark Doumit
1962-2021

The WSSAF wants mention the passing
of Mark Doumit. Although not an SAF
member, Mark played a pivotal role in the
forestry community in Washington State.
Many of SAF members undoubtedly
worked with or crossed paths with Mark
over the years and will remember his pas-
sion for forestry, as well as his unending
friendliness and great sense of humor. His
legacy in our field and across the state
cannot be overstated and will not be for-
gotten. To learn more of his passing, visit
https://tinyurl.com/suyytayh. WF
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Collaborative Negotiations and Conflict
Management for Environmental
Professionals, September 27-28, Live
Remote Attendance. Contact: NWETC.

COFE-FORMEC 2021 Joint Meeting,
Sept. 27-30, Virtual. Contact:
cofe-formec2021.org/.

Who Will Own the Forest 2021, Sept. 28,
Oct. 6, 13, 20, and 27. Contact:
www.worldforestry.org/who-will-own-
the-forest/.

2021 Scaling for Non-Scalers, Oct. 22,
Holiday Inn Express, Springfield, OR.
Contact: WFCA.

2021 SAF National Convention, Nov. 3-6,
Virtual. Contact:
www.eforester.org/SAFConvention.

Wetlands: Science and Regulatory
Management, December 2-3, Live
Remote Attendance. Contact: NWETC.

2022 Western Region COFE Seminar,
Jan 13, 2022, Best Western Boulder Falls
Inn, Lebanon, OR. Contact: WFCA.

Starker Lecture Series: Beyond the
Land Ethic: Traditional Ecological
Knowledge and Forest Management
and Conservation, A Native American
Perspective, Speaker: Cristina

Eisenberg, Feb. 16, 3:30-5 p.m., Corvallis,
OR. Contact: OSU Starker Lecture Series.

84th Annual Oregon Logging
Conference, Feb. 24-26, Eugene, OR.
Contact: oregonloggingconference.com.

Starker Lecture Series: Pyrocultural
Forestry: Connecting People and
Nature Through Fire, Speaker: Amanda
Rau, March 9, 3:30-5pm, Corvallis, OR.
Contact: OSU Starker Lecture Series.

Starker Lecture Series: The Road Less
Traveled: How women in forestry can
save the world, Speaker: Edie Sohn
Hall, April 20, 3:30-5pm, Corvallis, OR.
Contact: OSU Starker Lecture Series.

Starker Capstone Workshop—Women
of Forestry, May 10, 8am-5pm, CH2M
Hill Alumni Center, Corvallis, OR.
Contact: OSU Starker Lecture Series.

Calendar of Events

Contact Information
NWETC: Northwest Environmental
Training Center, 1445 NW Mall St., Suite 4,
Issaquah, WA 98027, 425-270-3274,
nwetc.org.

OSU Starker Lecture Series:
https://www.forestry.oregonstate.edu/stark
er-lectures

WFCA: Western Forestry and
Conservation Association, 4033 SW
Canyon Rd., Portland, OR 97221, 503-
226-4562, richard@westernforestry.org,
www.westernforestry.org.

Send calendar items to the editor at
wattsa@forestry.org.

https://tinyurl.com/suyytayh

