
to accomplish my specific objectives.
While I often wish that I had been able
to refine these physical skills along
with the rest of my undergraduate
cohort, I have been given an opportu-
nity to revisit these skills through my
research.

Considering my self-evaluated need
to attend graduate school to gain more
practical, hands-on experience with
the basic principles and skills used in
the field of forestry (even though I
already possessed a background in
natural resources) should immediately
display the disconnect between these
two areas of study. While I was disap-
pointed that I felt unprepared for a
career in federal or private land man-
agement upon receiving my under-
graduate degree, I am more optimistic
that I’ll be able to attain the specific
career goals that I have set for myself.
Looking back, I probably should have
started out as a Forest Management
major; however, I’m glad that my frus-
trations and ambitions have led me to
where I am. This was not the path I
had anticipated to take, but I am grate-
ful for the experiences I have gained
along the way.  ◆

Alexis Gunsolus is a first-year graduate
student at Oregon State University
working toward her Master of Forestry
degree with a concentration in silvicul-
ture. She is involved with many student
organizations including OSU Forestry
Club, Xi Sigma Pi National Forestry
Honor Society, and the OSU student
chapter of the Society of American
Foresters. She enjoys spending time
with fellow classmates and friends and
is looking forward to the summer sea-
son of data collection for her Masters
project. She can be reached at
alexis.gunsolus@oregonstate.edu.

BY ANNA ROSE PETERSEN

s a senior in high
school four

years ago, I never
thought I would be
studying forestry at
Oregon State
University (OSU).
Although my parents
and I spent many days hiking, canoe-
ing, camping, skiing, and enjoying the
outdoors, I had never been exposed to
the study of forestry in school or during
my childhood. Fortunately for me (and
others), Philomath High School in
Philomath, Ore., has a strong Forestry
and Natural Resources Department
that is educating kids about careers in
forestry and natural resources. 

I first got involved with the high
school program through a community
service opportunity where Philomath
High students partner with Starker
Forests, Inc., a local timber company,
to put on the Starker Forests Annual
Tree Planting Day for Boy and Girl
Scout troops. The high schoolers vol-
unteer and teach the Scouts how to
plant trees in a recently harvested
unit. This event not only gives kids an
opportunity to plant trees and get out-
doors, but teaches them about refor-
estation and the importance of sus-
tainable forest management. Through
this event, I interacted with employees
of Starker Forests as well as other high
school students who had a passion for
working outdoors. 
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Needless to say, I became interested
in forestry and was curious about the
opportunities and careers it presented.
For the last four months of my high
school career, I took an independent
study forestry class, participated in
forestry skills competitions, and
helped organize a forestry exposition
event for middle schoolers in
Philomath. Additionally, I applied for
and secured a summer internship
position with Starker Forests, Inc. after
I graduated high school. Saying that I
dove headfirst into forestry and natu-
ral resources may be an understate-
ment. Through the Philomath High
School forestry program and with the
help of my teacher and mentor Simon
Babcock, I found a career path that I
wanted to pursue.

During my summer internship with
Starker Forests, I worked on their
maintenance crew, which introduced
me to different aspects of the forestry
industry. I earned CPR/First Aid certi-
fication, gained firefighting experi-
ence, and developed skills operating
machinery. The crew also learned
about forest management activities
that focused on sustainable timber
management, such as site preparation
operations, intermediate treatments,
road maintenance, and harvesting
sites. This introduction to industrial
forest management techniques pro-
vided a solid foundation for me when I
started college.  

Originally, before I discovered my
passion for forestry, I applied to four
different colleges, including Oregon
State. However, once I became
involved in the forestry and natural
resources department at my high
school, there was little question about
what college I was going to attend. In
September 2014, I started in OSU’s
College of Forestry and in the next
three years rapidly expanded my
knowledge in forestry and related
fields. A sampling of my classes
includes soils, recreation, forest meas-
urements and modeling, ecology, silvi-
culture, wildlife management, harvest-
ing operations, and resource econom-
ics. Additionally, I have applied this
classroom knowledge in labs, group
projects, forestry-related clubs, and
summer internships.  

After three years of attending col-
lege as a forestry major, I realized that
my exposure to forestry and natural
resources originated with a communi-
ty service opportunity in high school.
The learning curve has been much
steeper in college relative to my high
school experience, and that has
allowed me to gain an excellent educa-
tion from a top-tier forestry school. 

My good fortune that started at
Philomath High School spurred me to
apply for a position in their Forestry
and Natural Resources Department as
an instructional assistant. My position
is part-time and affords me the oppor-

tunity to interact with students inter-
ested in natural resource fields, devel-
op lesson plans for independent-study
ecology students, and give back to the
program that initiated my forestry
career.

My experiences have been life
changing and helped focus my ener-
gies into a career path I will ultimately
enjoy. I am grateful for this and hope
that other high schoolers will have the
same opportunity.  ◆

Anna Rose Petersen just finished her
junior year in the College of Forestry at
Oregon State University. She plans to
graduate next spring with a double
degree in Forest Management and
Natural Resources. On campus, she is
involved in the SAF OSU Student
Chapter, OSU Women’s Club Soccer
Team, and the OSU Zeta Chapter of Xi
Sigma Pi. Outside of school, she works
at Philomath High School in the
Forestry and Natural Resources
Department as an instructional assis-
tant and volunteers as an assistant
coach for the girl’s tennis team. For the
past three summers, she has worked as
a summer intern for Starker Forests,
Inc., first as a member of the mainte-
nance crew and last year as a member
of the inventory crew. She can be
reached at peteanna@oregonstate.edu.
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Anna Rose Petersen, a forestry student at Oregon State University, was introduced to forestry as a career as a
student at Philomath High School, which has a strong high school forestry program.


