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obody deserves
to be injured or

killed at work. The
logging industry is
perceived to be one
of the most danger-
ous occupations in
the United States; in
fact, it is number one on the US
Bureau of Labor Statistics’ list of the
top 10 most fatalities, with the highest
fatality rate in 2004. Safety of people
working in the timber industry is the
largest challenge among the industry.
Over the years the perception of the
logging industry is that it is unsafe and
will never be safe. This perception is
ever-so-slowly changing, starting with-
in the industry itself.

Over the years I have heard many
stories from my grandpa and my dad
about my dad’s Great Uncle Charlie
being a logger at the turn of the twen-
tieth century, where he saw the end of
horse logging. Walking into the woods
to be a logger, it was expected that you
would die logging. The stories of log-
gers getting killed on the job are
numerous. The stories go, if you died
on the job, that was no reason for the
rest of the crew to not get in a full day’s
work and you would be propped up
against a stump and taken back to
camp at the end of the day. You were
expected to be tough. 

One of Uncle Charlie’s stories I
remember hearing is about a new kid

who came into camp to be a flume ten-
der. The first day on the job Uncle
Charlie was walking him up the flume
when a log jumped out of the flume
and started tumbling end over end
down the mountain. An extremely
frightened squirrel was running for his
life when the log mashed him flat in an
instant. The Greenhorn turned ghost
white, turned around and marched
back to camp to catch the next train to
town, never to be seen or heard of
again. This was the culture of logging;
it was not for the faint of heart.

As time has gone on, there has been
more of a focus on making the job of a
logger safer. In 1970, Oregon OSHA
established its first safety rules that
could be applied to the logging indus-
try. This was the first step in making
the industry safer, but regulation alone
could not prevent injuries and death.
Some of the first regulations today
seem to be rudimentary, such as the
requirement to wear hard hats. The
next big step was making equipment
safer, such as chain breaks on saws
and roll-over protection in equipment.
Another big step came with putting
people into machines; this practice
has continued with more of the log-
ging industry becoming automated,
keeping workers protected inside safer
machines. These are all important
steps, but the true turning point to
making this a safer industry is man-
agement commitment to safety.
Management and society in general
has demanded that our industry
become safer. Not only is this the right
thing to do, it is good business. 

By minimizing injuries, it lowers

insurance costs and keeps productivity
up. One of the biggest topics in
research, trial, and experimentation is
cable assist logging. By eliminating the
on-the-ground hand cutters, this takes
one of the most at risk groups of peo-
ple out of the logging picture and puts
them in protective cabs. Research and
development is taking place at many
different levels, from engineering to
production, equipment design and
safety rule development. This is per-
haps one of the biggest leaps of devel-
opment since the advent of cable log-
ging. As a side benefit to this innova-
tion it increases productivity and will
help with the other issue facing the
industry, work force decline. Our
industry has been slow to change, but
the necessity of change has brought
out the need for innovation.

As a student in the Forest
Engineering Department at Oregon
State University, I see myself as being
one of the future key players and man-
agers in this industry. I feel it will be
my generation that is key to making
this industry safe and profitable. As
can be seen in the statistics over the
past few years, we are well on our way
to making this a safe occupation. I
believe this can be done with technol-
ogy, education, training, but most
importantly, attitude. I am ready to
take on these responsibilities to make
sure everybody goes home at the end
of the day alive and uninjured.  ◆
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