
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

New Western Oregon Riparian
Rules Effective July 1, Other
Regions to be Considered. With
the Oregon Board of Forestry’s (BOF)
decision to increase restrictions in ripari-
an areas on private forestlands in west-
ern Oregon, this spring the Oregon
Department of Forestry (ODF) finalized
the specific rule language and related
guidelines following a public comment
period. Because of persistent concerns
about the proposed rules and related
research and science concepts, OSAF
submitted some written input during the

comment period. Among the key mes-
sages: the added restrictions and com-
plexity of the new rules are likely to dis-
courage rather than encourage resource
improvements through active manage-
ment by landowners and managers. In
addition, the new rules rely very heavily
on tree basal area as a surrogate for
stream shade and do not provide explicit
allowance and methods for shade-cen-
tric management alternatives, which
reflects limited consideration of more
cost-effective policy to maintain cool
stream temperatures. Such concerns
generally persist with the new rules, and
as potentially similar rules are consid-
ered by the BOF elsewhere in Oregon.
Details about the new western Oregon
rules can be found at: www.oregon.gov/
ODF/Pages/LawsRules.aspx and the
ODF website can be monitored for meet-
ings and other information on the con-
sideration of rules in other regions.
Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com. 

SAF to Host Riparian Science
and Management Workshop for
PNW Policy Makers. Spurred by the

trend of increasingly restrictive policies
for riparian areas in the Pacific
Northwest, a group of SAF and other
natural resource leaders has organized
a regional workshop on state-of-the-art
riparian science and management for
federal and state policy makers and
their staff. Current study findings and
first-hand accounts by landowners and
managers will highlight many of the
complexities and challenges in manag-
ing these unique areas in the broader
landscape. These observations will help
show how simplistic or overly restrictive
approaches and policies for managing
riparian areas can lead to missed
opportunities for improving watershed
conditions and resources, as well as
some significant unintended conse-
quences for both people and resources.
The all-day workshop is scheduled for
August 10 at the World Forestry Center
in Portland, and SAF members are
encouraged to personally invite their
legislators, staff, and other key public
leaders to attend. The program is fully
sponsored by SAF and several other
groups so participants can attend at no
cost. Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF Policy
chair, adamspaulw@gmail.com. 

OSAF Updates Commercial
Timber Harvest Statement and
Position Statement Booklet.
Earlier this year the OSAF Executive
Committee approved an updated version
of the position statement on Commercial
Timber Harvest on Public Lands in
Oregon. The revised text includes more
recent facts and figures about economic
benefits of timber harvest as well as some
fine-tuning of the overall text. The com-
mercial harvest issue remains very timely
given widespread management needs
and costs on federal forestlands, as well
as the statutory and long-held economic
obligations to communities with large
areas of nearby state or federal forests.
And with the 2017 state legislative ses-
sion and a new federal administration, a
current version of the booklet containing
the 10 OSAF formal position statements
is available to share with interested
policy and decision makers (see
www.forestry.org/oregon/policy/general).
Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com.

GNA Work Underway in Four
Idaho National Forests. Good
Neighbor Authority (GNA) forest health
efforts in Idaho are beginning to transi-

22 WESTERN FORESTER  ◆ JUNE/JULY/AUGUST 2017

Policy Scoreboard



tion from start-up to implementation
with timber harvesting set to begin in
June. Timber harvesting and watershed
restoration work on the Wapiti Timber
Sale on the Nez Perce-Clearwater
National Forests will start as soon as the
ground dries out. Most of the work
associated with GNA in Idaho has been
focused on securing commitments from
partners, preparing projects at the local
level, and signing agreements so that
GNA projects can move forward.
Preparation of new GNA projects will be
ongoing and work is underway on the
Nez Perce-Clearwater, Idaho Panhandle,
Boise, and Payette national forests.
Contact: Dennis Becker, drbecker@
uidaho.edu.

Forest Legacy Program
Implementation in Idaho.
University of Idaho researchers recently
examined Idaho’s Forest Legacy
Program, a voluntary program that
enables private forest owners to sell
their development rights so that the
forests will continue to provide timber
and other social and ecological benefits
that only forests can provide.
Participating landowners maintain
ownership of their land. Idaho’s Forest
Legacy Program is a federally-funded
program administered by the Idaho
Department of Lands (IDL) in coopera-
tion with communities and land trusts
that helps the state acquire conserva-
tion easements on private, working
forestlands. The intent of the program is
to limit conversion of timber produc-
ing, environmentally significant private
forestlands to non-forest uses. The
University of Idaho Policy Analysis
Group Issue Brief No. 20 titled, “Review
of Idaho’s Forest Legacy Program,”
walks through the life of a Forest Legacy
project in Idaho and identifies emerg-
ing issues and recommendations tied to
the Forest Legacy Program. Contact:
Dennis Becker, drbecker@uidaho.edu,
www.uidaho.edu/cnr/policy-analysis-
group.

RMAPs and HB 1275 in
Washington State. Forty-three for-
est landowners in Washington State
were recognized by the Commissioner
of Public Lands, Hilary Franz, and rep-
resentatives of the states’ departments
of Ecology, Fish and Wildlife, and
Natural Resources for their efforts in the
restoration of fish habitat through
upgrades to forest roads and stream

crossings. The Road Maintenance and
Abandonment Plan (RMAP) process
began in 2001 as part of the Forest and
Fish Rules. The RMAP process aims to
improve or abandon roads constructed
or used between 1974 and 2001 such
that all roads will meet the forest prac-
tices rules established by the Forest and
Fish Report. So far, more than 25,000
miles of forest roads have been upgrad-
ed and over 3,500 miles of streams have
been re-opened for fish access. 

Complementary to the efforts of these
forest landowners is HB 1275 that passed
on May 8. This bill allows fish passage
barrier removal projects that are done
under the Forest Practices Rules (and a
FPHP) to qualify for “fast track” permit-

ting under the Hydraulics Code (see
http://bit.ly/2sjxI8W). Contact: Jenny
Knoth, WSSAF Science and Technology
chair, jenny@greencrow.com.

Washington Enters into
Agreement with the US Forest
Service. Recognizing that the forests
in Washington State know no bound-
aries, Commissioner of Public Lands
Hilary Franz and US Forest Service
Regional Forester Jim Peña jointly signed
a Good Neighbor Authority agreement
on March 10 (see http://bit.ly/2tGHiRn).
Contact: Jenny Knoth, WSSAF Science
and Technology chair, jenny@green-
crow.com. ◆
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OSAF Foresters Day Descend on the Capitol on May 5

The Oregon Society of American Foresters held a successful Foresters Day at
the Capitol in Salem. The event gave members an opportunity to visit and tour
the historic state capitol building, learn more about the legislative process, and
learn how current policy and budget issues are affecting the forestry profession. 

OSAF partnered with the Oregon Small Woodlands Association and
Associated Oregon Loggers in organizing the event and recruiting guest speak-
ers. Members of all three groups received briefings from key legislators, includ-
ing House Speaker Tina Kotek, House Republican Leader Mike McLane, and
Senator Kim Thatcher.  

Senator Richard Devlin, co-chair of the budget-writing Joint Ways and Means
Committee, provided an update on state budget negotiations and discussed his
efforts to protect wildland firefighting in the next spending plan. Senator Lew
Frederick, co-chair of the Ways and Means Natural Resources Subcommittee,
also provided an update.

Our lunchtime speaker was Sen. Betsy Johnson, a family forest owner and a
member of a multi-generation forestry family. Sen. Johnson’s entertaining talk
underscored the importance of being involved in what’s happening in Salem,
especially for Oregonians in the forest sector.

Special thanks to OSAF member Sara Duncan for helping put together the
OSAF booth in the Capitol Galleria, and special thanks to Connor Meehan for
helping staff the booth. The booth featured OSAF literature, position statements,
and other information, and featured winners of the “Forest in Focus” Managed
Forests Photo Contest, which OSAF co-sponsored. Thanks to our friends at Pape,
our booth also featured a unique 360-degree virtual reality forestry experience
that was enjoyed by members, legislators, and capitol staff.

The Foresters Day at the Capitol is part of a broader effort to connect OSAF and
its members with policy makers and the legislative process. Stay tuned for addi-
tional opportunities in the future. Contact: Nick Smith, OSAF Communications
chair, nicksmith1976@gmail.com. ◆


