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Charles “Chuck” Timberman
1933-2017

Charles Harve Timberman, 83, passed
away April 27. He was born July 8, 1933, in
Huron, South Dakota. 

Due to the Dust Bowl and losing the
farm in South Dakota, the family moved
to Oregon City with the two older boys
traveling in a railroad car along with four
other families to protect their belongings.

Chuck’s brother, John, hired him to
help on a paper route. Chuck then drove a
bookmobile for the Oregon City library
when he obtained his driver’s license. At
age 18 he was a Forest Service lookout on
Thunder Mountain. Oregon City Paper
Mill was next. He then became a radio
operator for the US Army at Fort Lewis.
While at Oregon State University, working
to obtain his Bachelor of Science in
forestry, he worked at Wren Guard Station.
After graduation he was employed at
Steam Boat Ranger Station and later
helped to establish Wolf Creek Job Corp
Center. In 1966 he was at the Wallowa-
Whitman Ranger District in La Grande,
then worked at Tiller Ranger District and
retired in 1987 from the Klamath National
Forest at the supervisor’s office as a forest
silviculturist.

His vacations were comprised of trav-
eling to the Southwest in the winter where
it was warm and he didn’t have to put on
tire chains. He became interested in cac-
tus and other succulents; Timbermanor
Nursery was created and eventually
joined the Rogue Valley Growers and
Crafters Market. There was also a trip to
China for the People-to-People Program
in Forestry. He traveled to Norway and
drove around the United States, including
Alaska by way of Yellowstone and Huron,
South Dakota, and to Churchill to see the
polar bears by train starting at Vancouver,
B.C.

Chuck belonged to the Lions Club for
50 years, the Society of the American
Foresters, and the Rogue Valley Growers

and Crafters Market where he was known
as “The Cactus Man.”

He was a very intelligent, nice man
with encyclopedic knowledge of many
subjects including plants, geology,
mythology, photography, and geography.
He had a witty sense of humor with a very
wide experience of the odd and unusual.

When Chuck and June were married in
1979 they combined his four and her
three children. Memorial contributions
may be made to the Lions Sight and
Hearing Center.

Kurt Munnich
1928-2016

Kurt Arnold Carl Munnich, 87, died
peacefully on September 30, 2016, at home
with family at his side. He fought a coura-
geous and strong battle with brain cancer.
He was an extraordinary individual and
will be greatly missed. Kurt was born in
Bremen, Germany on December 3, 1928. 

He returned with his family to the
United States in 1932 and settled in Mill
Valley, Calif. Kurt graduated from Oroville
High School in 1946 and enlisted in the
US Navy, serving in San Diego for two
years where he “fixed radios.” G.I. Bill in
hand, Kurt flipped a coin to determine
that he would pursue a major in forestry.
He attended UC Davis and UC Berkeley,
graduating in 1952. Kurt married Alfreda
Jo Nixon in Berkeley, Calif. on February 8,
1953, and they moved to Coos Bay,
Oregon, to begin their 64-year partner-
ship.

Moving to Everett in 1960, Kurt worked
as a professional forester for Scott Paper
Co. for 35 years. He was present at the
“birth” of the forest practices rules and
Shoreline Management Act. Kurt
described this as the time when he
became a “practical” environmentalist
and more politically aware. 

His four children brought out his
imaginative and playful side. Always
active during retirement, Kurt was a regu-
lar volunteer for the Marysville Food Bank
and Interfaith Homeless Shelter. He
served 14 years on the Snohomish County
Planning Commission and enjoyed local
politics as Democratic Precinct
Committee Person. Kurt was active at the
Evergreen Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship, leading the fund drive to pur-

chase the existing building. He then
served as building and grounds chair for
over 20 years. 

Kurt’s love of the outdoors remained
strong throughout his life. Mt. Pilchuck
was among his favorite hikes, making the
journey to the summit lookout (which he
helped restore) over 100 times. He
enjoyed organizing annual treks with the
grandchildren into historic Monte Cristo
where he and Jo served as volunteers.
More recently, Kurt preferred urban hikes
where he could often be seen picking up
litter and cutting ivy from trees. 

Family members include his wife, Jo,
and children Carl Munnich (Glenna
Finney), Karen Raese (Craig), Marla
Munnich (Randy Bluffstone) and Kurt R.
Munnich (Dana Nelson). Keiley, Dain,
Kyle, Kristen, Zoe, Ari, and Tate all called
him Grandpa. In lieu of flowers the family
suggests donations may be made to the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
(www.uusc.org), Evergreen UU Fellow-
ship, or the Marysville Food Bank.

Joseph Buhaly
1926-2017

Joseph Buhaly, 91, was born March 15,
1926, in Tacoma, and died May 16. A
career forester, Joseph was employed by
several conservation agencies, including
the state Department of Natural
Resources, US Forest Service, Soil
Conservation Service, and Washington
State University’s Research and Extension
Center at Puyallup. 

Joseph enlisted in the Army Air Corps in
1944 and followed military service with
studies at Washington State University.
College summers were spent as a US Forest
Service smoke jumper at Winthrop, Wash.,
and Enterprise, Ore. Professional and asso-
ciation memberships included the Society
of American Foresters, Washington
Resources Council, Washington Farm
Forestry Association, Washington Forest
Protection Association, and WSU Alumni
Association. Membership in the Tacoma
Elks Lodge and Eagles Aerie Number 3 pro-
vided much social and fraternal pleasure.
Travel, gardening, ballroom dancing, and
photography were enjoyable lifelong activi-
ties. 

Joseph took great pride in the success
and accomplishments of his sons and
their spouses and families. He is survived
by his wife Jean, sons (and spouses)
Steven (Karen), David (Gail), and Gerald
(Marjan), and grandchildren Brianna,
Michael, Connor, and Meike. The family
requests no flowers, but welcomes cards
or notes of understanding.
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Steve Webster
1942-2017

Dr. Stephen Russell Webster passed
away June 18 in Chehalis, Wash. Steve was
born October 27, 1942, in Centralia,
Wash., to Edith and Russell Webster.
Among Steve’s many achievements, he
was a family forest landowner, his pas-
sion. His professional career included soil
mapping, researching forest nutrition,
and teaching family forest management
as a forestry extension educator for WSU
Cooperative Extension.  

Steve and Mary, his wife of 52 years,
own and manage a 255-acre tree farm in
Western Lewis County as well as being the
managing partner for the Webster Tree
Farm, LP. He was a member of the Lewis
County Farm Forestry Association
(LCFFA), a lifetime member of the
Washington Farm Forestry Association,
and a member of the Society of American
Foresters and American Tree Farm
Program. He was elected SAF Fellow in
1998, honored as WSSAF’s Forester of the
Year in 1993, received the LCFFA Forest
Management Award in 1998, and was
Lewis County Tree Farmer of the Year in
2007. Steve was honored as Centralia
College 2005 Distinguished Alumnus.

Steve attended Centralia schools grad-
uating from Centralia High School in

1960. He then attended Centralia College
for two years before receiving his
Bachelor’s of Science in agronomy from
Washington State University in Pullman in
1965. He went on to earn his Master’s
degree in Forest Soils from Oregon State
University in 1967. He received his PhD in
Forest Soils from NC State University in
Raleigh in 1973. After graduation, he
returned to Lewis County where he began
his forestry career with the Weyerhaeuser
Research Center in Centralia from 1973-
1986. He became a WSU Extension
forester in 1987 and retired in 2003.  

Steve was an avid photographer and
captured many amazing images. He
raised an abundant garden every year and
enjoyed many hours of digging clams and
fishing.

Steve is survived by his wife Mary; two
sisters Barbara Fry, Lincoln Creek,
Rochester, Wash., and Bettie (Jim) Cook,
Phoenix, Arizona, and Mason Lake, Wash.,
along with several nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers the family requests
that any memorial donations be made to
the Centralia College Foundation
Distinguished Alumnus Scholarship
Fund—Centralia College Foundation, 600
Centralia College Blvd Centralia, WA
98531-4099,360-623-8942, foundation@
centralia.edu.

Alan Paul Krenz
1949-2017

Alan Paul Krenz, 67, passed away June
30. He was born in sunny Van Nuys, Calif.,
to Dennis and Verna Krenz. After graduat-
ing with honors from Birmingham High
School, he moved north to attend Oregon
State University. He received a Bachelor of
Science in forest management and was
the first student in that program to gradu-
ate with honors. While attending OSU he
met his roommate’s sister, Susan, who
became his wife six months after gradua-
tion. He joined SAF in 1972.

For 30 years, he helped manage a for-
est in the coast range. Although neither
Susan nor Alan had experience building,
they bought a small lot in North Bend,
Oregon, and built a house. Together, they
raised three children in that home before
moving to Eugene after retirement.

Alan enjoyed golfing, astronomy,
painting, camping, working on house
projects, and tending to the small orchard
he planted. He is survived by his wife
Susan and their three children, Laurel,
Rebecca, and Aaron. ◆
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