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Ronald Lee Heninger
1944-2021

Ronald was born to Fenton C. Heninger 
and Helen E. (Kraus) Heninger at St. Theresa 
Hospital in Waukegan, Illinois, on Dec. 28, 
1944. He peacefully passed away Dec. 9, 
2021, in Aloha, Oregon, with his devoted wife, 
Merle (George) Heninger, daughter Robin, 
and son Scott all holding his hands. Ron was a 
loving devoted husband, father, and papa.

Ron attended Michigan Tech University 
from 1963-1969 where he earned his bache-
lor’s degree and Master of Science in forestry 
science with a focus on soils. He went on to 
Michigan State University from Jan. 1970 to 
Aug. 1973 and earned his PhD in forest soils. 

On March 16,1968, Ron married his high 
school sweetheart Merle George. Together 
they were blessed with a daughter, Robin 
Lynn in 1972, and a son, Scott George in 1975.

In June 1974, Ron began his career as a 
research scientist for Weyerhaeuser, and the 
family moved from Michigan to Centralia, 
Washington. In 1978 the company transferred 
Ron to the research station in Klamath Falls, 
Oregon. Then in 1983, he was transferred to 
the research station in Springfield, Oregon, 
where he remained for the remainder of his 
35-year career with Weyerhaeuser. 

Ron retired as a senior research scientist VI 
and kept in contact with fellow researchers. 
He was listed in the Marquis Whos’ Who’ in 
Science and a contributor to articles pub-
lished in Forest Science. Ron was named Ore-
gon Society of American Foresters Researcher 
of the Year in 1996, and he held a 50-year 
membership with the Society of American 
Foresters; he served as chairman of the soils 

working group in 1999. Other memberships 
included the American Society of Agronomy, 
Soil Science Society of America, Western 
Forestry and Conservation Association, and 
Nova Scotia Forest Soils Council, which he 
was president of from 1997-98. 

Ron had a strong Christian upbringing and 
kept his faith close to his heart. He was an 
active member in a church wherever he lived. 
Most recently Ron was a member of Ebbert 
Memorial United Methodist Church for 37 
years. He served for many years on various 
committees: stewardship, finance, and often 
trustees. He was a youth group leader for both 
his children. His latest project was facilitating 
an elevator being installed at Ebbert so all 
could access the building. It was a three-year 
project that was finally completed and dedi-
cated last fall. Ron was able to ride in and see 
the elevator being used.

Ron always had a love of nature and the 
outdoors. His priority was always his family! 
We shared many outings and camping trips 
together. Fishing was a main activity for Ron 
on rivers, reservoirs, or even the ocean. He 
was also an avid firewood gatherer, and we 
would heat our home with wood. Our family 
cabin was a sacred place for him to go and 
unwind, fish, feed critters, gather wood, 
commune with nature, and have family and 
friends gather to make memories. 

Ron was always proud of his children, 
taking part in and observing their activities. 
Being a grandpa was very special to him! He 
treasured the times he spent with Hannah 
(21), Ryan (18), Maycee (11), and Austin (4). 
His heart was full of love for his family, and he 
was truly loved in return. He was also a loving 
“Dog Dad” to his four Labradors. Ron also 
enjoyed instilling his love of nature and the 
outdoors by working with both the Girl Scouts 
and the Boy Scouts. He was an assistant Boy 
Scout leader for 11 years.

Ron is survived by his devoted wife of 
almost 54 years, Merle, his daughter Robin 
(Jeff) Bruner, and son Scott (Christina), plus 
his four grandchildren. Ron will be forever 
greatly missed for the love he demonstrated 
and showed to us all. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be 
made to Ebbert Memorial Methodist Church.

James Cathcart
1957-2022

Jim moved on to a better fishing spot on 
May 20, 2022. He’s out there now, catching 
fish and enjoying the outdoors. He was born 
in Oakland, California, to parents Bill and 
Jackie Cathcart, sister Anne, brother Rod, 
and later, brother Andrew. Jim’s love of the 
outdoors grew from family trips to Yosemite 
National Park, fishing with his grandfather, fa-
ther, and tutoring in fishing techniques by his 
neighbor Mr. Tracy. Fishing became a major 
lifelong passion.

He attended De Anza Community College, 
Humboldt State University, University of Ida-
ho, and Virginia Tech. During his Humboldt 
years, he managed to secure an internship 
with the Forest Service and was placed at the 
Green Mountain National Forest in Manches-
ter, Vermont. He traveled to the University of 
Maine during his internship where he con-
tinued his forestry degree and was schooled 
in ice fishing. It was in Vermont that he met 
Karen Burnett. Jim and Karen continued their 
relationship through his travels and married 
in 1982.

Their first year of marriage included 
moves to California, Washington, and finally 
to Idaho where Jim began his masters. The 
next stop was Virginia Tech for his doctorate. 
Daughter Erin was born in Virginia while 
“Doctor Dad” was finishing up his doctorate. 
Then they were on to Portland, Oregon, for 
a job with the Pacific Northwest Research 
Station, just in time for their son Peter’s birth, 
followed a few years later by Tim.

Jim held many positions in Portland and 
Salem including at the PNW Research Station, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, The Campbell 
Group, Oregon Department of Forestry, and 
the West Multnomah Soil and Water Conser-
vation District

His love of the outdoors and fishing took 
him and his family out on many adventures, 
sharing that love with his children. He was 
active through the years as a member of the 
Society of American Foresters, Boy Scouts, 
Friends of Trees, the N.W. Steelheaders Sandy 
Chapter, and loved his salmonberry surveys. 
He loved his family, his fishing and his work, 
sometimes in varying order. We will miss 
the epic backpack trips, fishing trips, and his 
sense of humor.

Guy Francy
1926-2022

Guy Robert Francy, 95, of La Grande, Or-
egon, passed away peacefully at his home on 
June 5, 2022, with his wife Megan by his side.

Guy was born in Toronto, Ohio to Elmer 
and Olive (Johnston) Francy. He was the fifth 
of six children in this large and loving family. 

We Remember
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Environmental Forensics—Site 
Characterization and Remediation, Sept. 
29-30, Live Remote Attendance. Contact: 
NWETC.

Who Will Own the Forest 2022, Sept. 
20-22, in-person, World Forestry Center, 
Portland, OR. Contact: www.worldforestry.
org/who-will-own-the-forest/.

2022 SAF National Convention, Sept. 20-
24, in-person, Baltimore, MD. Contact: www.
eforester.org/Safconvention.

The Reforestation Pipeline in the 
Western United States, Sept. 27-
29, in-person, Missoula, MT. Contact: 
westernforestry.org/.

2022 Northwest Innovative Forestry 
Summit, Sept. 30-Oct. 2, in-person, 
University of Washington Pack Forest. 
Contact: www.nnrg.org/nifs2022/.

COFE-FORMEC-IUFRO 2022, Oct. 4-7, 
Corvallis, OR. Contact: www.cofe-formec-
iufro2022.org/.

Comprehensive Environmental Sapling 
Methodology, Practice, and Analysis, 
Oct. 5-6, Live Remote Attendance. Contact 
NWETC. 

Northwest Active Management Tour,
Oct. 7-10, Meacham, OR. Contact: forestry.
org/event/northwest-active-management-
tour/ 

2022 PNW SAF Leadership Conference, 
Nov. 1-2, Virtual. Contact: forestry.org/.

Pacific Logging Conference 113th 
Congress, Nov. 6-9, Scottsdale, AZ. Contact: 
www.pacificloggingcongress.org/upcoming-
events.

85th Annual Oregon Logging 
Conference, Feb. 23-25, 2023, Eugene, OR. 
Contact: oregonloggingconference.com/.

Oregon SAF 2023 Annual Meeting, May 
10-12, in-person. Hosted by Umpqua Chapter.

Contact Information
NWETC: Northwest Environmental 
Training Center, 1445 NW Mall St., Suite 
4, Issaquah, WA 98027, 425-270-3274, 
nwetc.org.

Send calendar items to the editor at
wattsa@forestry.org

His family had a camp house on Yellow Creek 
near New Somerset, Ohio, and he and his sib-
lings spent every summer vegetable garden-
ing, swimming, roaming the woods, fishing 
in the creek, and enjoying life. Guy attended 
Toronto public schools and graduated from 
high school in 1944.

He then enlisted in the U.S. Navy and 
proudly served our country during World War 
II until his honorable discharge in 1946. He 
entered Ohio University and graduated with a 
BS in 1950. While there, he met and married 
Nancy “Dee” Brennan. Their first child, Gail, 
was born in 1950. From 1950 to1961, Guy 
worked as an engineer and manager for his 
father’s business, the Toronto Foundry and 
Machine Co., which made machinery for the 
clay products industry. During this time Guy 
and Dee had a son, Benjamin in 1953, and 
another daughter, Gwen in 1956.

Guy loved the outdoors and decided to 
enroll in graduate school to pursue a degree 
in forestry. He and his family moved to Ann 
Arbor, where Guy attended the University of 
Michigan and received a Master of Forestry 
degree in 1963. The family moved west where 
Guy worked for the Boise National Forest for 
one year before going to work for the Boise 
Cascade Corp. in Council, Idaho. He trans-
ferred to Boise Cascade in La Grande in 1967 
and continued supervisory work in forestry, 
logging, and timber management until retiring 
in 1992.

Guy learned to hunt, fish, and love the 
outdoors from his father in the hills of eastern 
Ohio. These interests continued in north-
eastern Oregon, where Guy and Dee lived in 
Union for more than 40 years. He and Dee also 
enjoyed their grandchildren, skiing, and inter-
national travel until her death in 2003. In 2004, 
Guy and Megan were married, making their 
residence in La Grande. Together they enjoyed 
cross-country skiing, biking, dancing, fishing 
(especially salmon fishing), and traveling.

Guy was a member of the Society of Ameri-
can Foresters and the Union County Historical 
Society. He served as the secretary-treasurer 
of the Israel Ditch in Union for 20 years.

Guy was an intelligent, kind, and thought-
ful man, and sincerely interested in the 
people he met. He was a true gentleman with 
a generous and sensitive soul, and was deeply 
loved and treasured by his family. He will be 
affectionately remembered and dearly missed 
by all who knew him.

Guy is survived by his beloved wife Megan, 
daughters Gail and Gwen, one stepdaughter, 
five grandchildren, six great grandchildren, 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Guy’s mother had a saying: “Make much 
of my coming and little of my going.” At Guy’s 
request there will be no funeral or memorial 
service. No donations are requested; however, 
Guy wishes all his friends and family to spend 
time with their loved ones instead.  WF

Volunteer at the 2022 Washington State Fair

Planning to do the Puyallup? Help staff the WSSAF Working Forests booth and 
see the fair for free! In return for volunteering at the booth and chatting with 
visitors, we will offer a free entry ticket and access to free parking and shuttle 

service.  
The booth can be staffed from September 2-25, 2022; the Fair will be closed 

every Tuesday and September 7. The shifts are three or three and a half hours long, 
and there are two or three shifts a day. Each shift begins at 10:00 a.m. or 12:00 p.m. 
and the last shift ends at 7:00 p.m

Check your calendars and then visit https://forms.gle/Z1zBYSiZ27bwkLfAA 
to sign up the shifts you can volunteer for. Questions? contact Bill Horn at horn-
bill66@msn.com or (253) 770-0485. 

Calendar of Events


