
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

OSAF Submits Comment Letter
on BLM Western Oregon EIS and
RMP. OSAF has drafted a comment let-
ter that was sent to the BLM on its final
EIS and proposed Resource Manage-
ment Plan (RMP) for the western
Oregon O&C Lands. The letter is not a
formal protest in the RMP update
process but it emphasizes that many
concerns raised by OSAF in its initial
comments on the draft EIS (submitted
August 2015) persist in the proposed
RMP. Thus, the OSAF letter continues to
stress the need for and value of active

and flexible management to achieve
diverse resource objectives, versus fixed
land allocations where management is
greatly and indefinitely restricted.
Similarly, OSAF remains concerned
about the overly prescriptive nature of
the proposed RMP, whereby forestry
professionals are unduly restricted in
applying their local expertise and expe-
rience to manage unique and diverse
landscapes and site conditions. A more
specific, related issue is the major
restriction on post-disturbance (wild-
fire, etc.) salvage harvesting in reserve
areas, despite the loss of original envi-
ronmental features and functions and
the questionable restoration of such
benefits where management continues
to be highly limited. Contact: Paul
Adams, OSAF Policy chair, adamspaulw@
gmail.com. 

Updates of OSAF Old-growth
Position Statement and Position
Booklet Completed. OSAF has a
newly updated position on “Managing
Mature and Old-growth Forests” (see
www.forestry.org/oregon/policy/posi-
tion/). Old-growth forests remain an

important issue for state and federal
forestlands where interest in diameter-,
age- and location-based harvest restric-
tions persists. OSAF continues to advo-
cate for active management to achieve
diverse benefits from older forests, ver-
sus inflexible directives that limit the
effective application of local profession-
al expertise and experience. Some
newer issues and concepts that the new
position incorporates include the need
for active management to address the
effects of climate change on older
forests, and the use of percentage tar-
gets for various successional stages of
forests (versus fixed locations) that bet-
ter mimic natural landscape patterns
and changes.

OSAF now has nine active position
statements on important forestry
issues, and members are encouraged to
review these statements and use them
to articulate a professional perspective
when discussing forest resource issues
with people outside the profession. The
nine current positions, along with back-
ground information about SAF and
OSAF, have been compiled in an updat-
ed PDF that has been formatted for
printing as a booklet or for electronic
sharing. It is available at the URL listed
earlier. Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF
Policy chair, adamspaulw@gmail.com.

OSAF Considers Position
Statement on Forestry
Professionals as Stakeholders.
Public agencies and other groups often
seek input and advice from stakehold-
ers as they evaluate forest resource
issues and develop related policies and
management plans. Forestry profes-
sionals sometimes are among these
participants through their affiliation
with commonly recognized stakeholder
groups (e.g., industry, landowners).
However, a professional perspective
independent of employer or client
interests can provide more complete
and candid input about important for-
est issues. In addition, such input pro-
vides a vital voice for a key group that
must deal directly with policies and
plans that often are shaped without the
unique, independent insights of the
professional forestry community. OSAF
thus is considering a new position
statement to call attention to the need
for decision makers to more consistent-
ly tap valuable professional forestry
expertise and experience as they seek
stakeholder input on forest resource
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issues. The statement is expected to be
relative straightforward and brief, and
draw from an existing document that is
available at www.forestry.org/north-
west/policyhottopics/. Contact: Paul
Adams, OSAF Policy chair, adamspaulw@
gmail.com.

Good Neighbor Authority Master
Agreement Signed in Idaho (see
http://wflccenter.org/good-neighbor-
authority-master-agreement-signed-in-
idaho/). The Idaho Department of Lands
(IDL) and the Forest Service’s Northern
and Intermountain regions have signed
a statewide Good Neighbor Authority
(GNA) Master Agreement aimed at
improving forest health, reducing the
occurrence and severity of wildfires, and
creating more economic opportunity.
“This master agreement provides the
authority for all the national forests
within Idaho to enter into local agree-
ments with IDL to implement projects
on the ground,” US Forest Service
Northern Region, Regional Forester
Leanne Marten said. IDL will sell the
timber and administer the first project
this fall on the Nez Perce-Clearwater
National Forest. Excess revenues from
the project will be held in a dedicated
account to do more work on federal
lands in future projects in cooperation
with the Forest. “The goal of Good
Neighbor Authority in Idaho is to
increase the pace and scale of forest and
watershed restoration activities on feder-
al forests,” Intermountain Regional
Forester Nora Rasure said. “These coop-
erative efforts can help improve forest
health, reduce fuels and threats to com-
munities and watersheds from cata-
strophic wildfires, and create more jobs
and economic benefits.” State Forester
Groeschl agreed. “Successful implemen-
tation of GNA in Idaho will require a
focused and committed effort from all
partners over the next several years to
achieve these benefits.” Contact: Dennis
Becker, drbecker@uidaho.edu.

Senate Energy Bill Passes. On
April 20, the US Senate overwhelmingly
passed the Energy Policy Modernization
Act of 2016 (S. 2012). This piece of bipar-
tisan legislation, crafted by Chairwoman
Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and Ranking
Member Maria Cantwell (D-WA) of
the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, is the first comprehensive
energy bill passed since 2007. The bill
reflects significant changes seen by the

US energy sector in the past decade with
the boom in domestic oil and natural gas
production and renewable energy
advancements. Notable provisions
included within the wide-ranging ener-
gy bill include: (1) directing federal
agencies to establish consistent policies
that recognize electricity generated by
biomass as renewable and carbon-neu-
tral; (2) permanently reauthorizing the
Land Water Conservation Fund; and (3)
the next step will be to reconcile this
bill with the House version passed last
December. Leaders from both cham-
bers expressed optimism that House
and Senate negotiators will agree to a
compromise bill and secure President
Obama’s signature. Contact: Dennis
Becker, drbecker@uidaho.edu.

Timber Innovation Act (S. 2892).
This act introduced in the Senate focus-
es on supporting research and develop-
ment and implementing innovative
ways to use wood in the construction of
buildings with seven or more stories.
Led by Senators Debbie Stabenow (D-
MI) and Mike Crapo (R-ID), original co-
sponsors of this bipartisan bill include
Senators Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Steve
Daines (R-MT), and Maria Cantwell (D-
WA). The bill is supported by SAF,
American Forest Foundation, American
Wood Council, and more than 75 other
stakeholders. The purposes are to:
establish performance-driven research
and development program for advanc-
ing tall wood building construction in
the United States; authorize the Tall

Wood Building Prize Competition
through the USDA annually for the next
five years; create federal grants to sup-
port state, local, university, and private
sector education, outreach, research
and development, including education
and assistance for architects and
builders, that will accelerate the use of
wood in tall buildings; and authorize
technical assistance for USDA, in coop-
eration with state foresters and state
extension directors (or equivalent state
officials), to implement a program of
education and technical assistance for
mass timber applications. Contact:
Dennis Becker, drbecker@uidaho.edu.

Federal Appropriations. With the
release of the Administration’s final budg-
et request in February, the FY 2017
appropriations process is underway.
Congress and the President have until
September 30, 2016, to enact 2017 spend-
ing legislation. The Administration, in the
FY 2017 USDA Forest Service (Forest
Service) Budget Justification, is request-
ing a top line spending level of $4.9 bil-
lion for the agency. This is a decrease
from FY 2016 enacted—approximately
$5.7 billion—in large part due to the
boost in funding that the Forest Service
received as part of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2016 (P.L. 114-
113)(omnibus) for wildfire suppression
funding. For more information, contact
Kelsey Delaney, 303-893-0327,
kdelaney@westernforesters.org. ◆
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