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Robert “Bob” Buckman
1927-2016

Robert “Bob” Buckman died peacefully at
age 88 in Corvallis, Ore. Bob was born in 1927
in Superior, Wisconsin, and grew up in
Spooner, Wisconsin. At age 17 he enlisted in
the U.S. Army and served as a lieutenant with
the Army of Occupation in Germany during
1946-47. He also served in the Korean War.

In 1950 Bob married Marie Eidenschink,
a marriage that lasted over 60 years until her
death in 2011. They had two daughters, two
sons, and six grandchildren. Bob studied
forestry at the University of Minnesota and
University of Michigan, where he earned a
PhD in forestry in 1959. In 1968-69 he spent
a year at Harvard earning a master’s degree
in public administration. 

Bob’s forestry career began in Grand
Rapids, Minnesota, in 1955 as a research
forester with the Lake States Forest
Experiment Station of the US Forest Service
(USFS). Bob moved to Washington, D.C., in
1965 where he served in a variety of staff
positions in forest research. Bob’s talent for
administration and leadership ultimately
propelled him into a career track that includ-
ed two separate assignments in the
Washington, D.C. offices of the Forest
Service. In 1971, he was reassigned as direc-
tor of the Pacific Northwest Forest and Range
Experiment Station. As director he empha-
sized research quality, for both basic and
applied research, along with collaboration
with user groups and with other research
organizations.

In 1976, Buckman was appointed Forest
Service Deputy Chief for Research. He was a
major contributor to the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Research
Act of 1978. The Forest History Society notes
that he “inspired a pro-active stance among
coalitions that led to increased cooperation
among the 60 forestry schools and colleges,
federal and state research programs, interna-
tional forest science groups, and public and
private land management organizations.”

Bob joined the College of Forestry at
Oregon State University shortly after his
retirement from the Forest Service in 1986.
He taught forest policy and international
forestry and guided several graduate stu-
dents until he retired again in 1995. During
this time he served as vice president and
president of IUFRO (1986-1990). 

Bob and Marie built their retirement
dream home in Corvallis, a home that was
open to relatives and friends from the world

over for the last 30 years. He was proud of
the wide variety of rhododendrons he care-
fully nurtured in the yard. Bob also became
an avid researcher of family genealogy,
resulting in a family document as well as
numerous trips to visit newly discovered rel-
atives in the US and northern Europe. His
stays in D.C. cultivated a lifelong interest in
the Civil War and American history. Bob was
an avid hunter and fisher wherever he
called home. 

Bob was recipient of a number of awards
in recognition of his contributions to
forestry, including SAF Fellow, Fellow in the
American Association for the Advancement
of Science, and Honorary Member of IUFRO.

Bob is survived by his children, Mary
Buckman and Patricia Cirello, both of
Corvallis, Robert Buckman of Newport, and
John Buckman (Pam) of Pendleton.

John Poppino
1931-2016

John Harlan Poppino passed away April
14, 2016, surrounded by his family, after a
head injury from a fall in the family woods.
John was born June 21, 1931, at his grand-
mother’s house in Portland, Ore. He grew up
in Portland and Estacada, and graduated
from Estacada High School. 

While in the U.S. Air Force in Rockville,
Ind., John met his wife of 62 years, Mary
Ruth Harpold, when she poured him a cup
of coffee at The Candy Kitchen. They were
married January 29, 1954. They returned to
Oregon and he graduated from Oregon
State College with a forestry degree. 

John’s legacy lives on in the many lives he
touched. One of his favorite sayings was,
“Anything worth doing, is worth doing well.”
He was a role model for putting his values
into action and gave his time to many causes
he cared about. He was actively involved in
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church and the
Beaver Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of
America. He was an ardent OSU Extension
supporter, SAF Fellow, one of the original
master woodland managers, a member of
the US Forest Service Old Smokeys, and a
founding member of Forests Forever. In
Oregon Small Woodlands Association, he
served as interim executive director and
president. John and Mary were honored
twice as OSWA’s Tree Farmers of the Year. 

John is survived by his wife, Mary; chil-
dren, Robin (husband, Ray Kuntz), Teri and
Bruce (wife, Linda); six grandchildren; and
six great-grandchildren. 

Wesley Rickard
1932-2016

Wes Rickard, 84, passed away at his
Edgewood, Wash., home May 11 surround-
ed by his family. Rickard was born in

Syracuse, New York, in 1924. He graduated
from high school there in 1949 then
enrolled in the New York State College of
Forestry at Syracuse University. Rickard
tabled his studies in 1951 and enlisted in the
U.S. Marine Corps. He served in a combat
unit in Korea. He returned to Syracuse in
late 1953, completed his undergraduate
degree in forestry, and then transferred to
Michigan State where he earned a Master’s
Degree in forest economics.  

Before launching his own forestry busi-
ness in 1968, he served as Weyerhaeuser’s
first forest economist and led a small team
that pioneered what the company’s public
relations department later termed high yield
forestry. “Initially, we had called it Fir Target
Forestry,” Rickard said in an interview sever-
al years ago. “We all liked the name, but the
public relations folks had other ideas.”
During the “invention” phase, which was
rooted in regulated forest management con-
cepts developed in Europe, Rickard and his
colleague, Phil Woolwine, worked closely
with George Staebler, Weyerhaeuser’s direc-
tor of Forestry Research, Bill Lawrence, the
company’s director of Environmental
Science, and Harry Morgan, Jr., Weyer-
haeuser’s vice president of Timberlands. 

Rickard seemed to have been picked for
the assignment because he had previously
helped work out a set of Douglas-fir growth
and yield tables while employed by the US
Forest Service’s Pacific Northwest Research
Station at Corvallis, Ore. 

Rickard started his forestry consulting
business in 1968, and became an expert wit-
ness in some of the most celebrated forestry
legal victories in contemporary history,
including Tacoma-based Murray Pacific’s
1978 lawsuit against the now defunct St.
Regis Paper Company. Rickard’s reputation,
and his penchant for meticulous research,
led to his becoming an expert witness in
dozens of trials involving Indian tribes that
were suing the federal government alleging
mismanagement of their timberlands. 

Apart from work, Rickard’s primary
devotions were his faith and his family. He
was a loving, attentive father who truly
treasured time spent with his children,
grandchildren, and the extended family that
grew over the years. He was a devoted
member of the Church of Joy in Edgewood
for over 20 years and served as their treasur-
er. He continued in service as an usher
almost until his passing. 

Rickard is survived by his children: Julia
(husband, Jim) Petersen of Dalton Gardens,
Idaho; Adam Rickard of Portland, Ore.;
Jennifer (husband, Aaron) Carlsson of Palm
Desert, Calif., and Angela (husband, Nate)
Walters of Edgewood, Wash.; and eight
grandchildren, the last born the day before
his passing. ◆

We Remember




