
10 WESTERN FORESTER  ◆ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2016

BY DICK POWELL

he Oregon Natural Resources
Education Fund (ONREF) is a com-

munity field of interest fund adminis-
tered through the Oregon Community
Foundation. ONREF was created in
2001 to provide charitable contributions
to establish, expand, improve, and
maintain forest-related natural
resources education opportunities in
Oregon’s public or private high schools.
This includes wood products, silvicul-
ture, harvesting, fisheries, wildlife,
water, soils, recreation, and the man-
agement of other forest-related natural
resources of Oregon, as well as related
career and leadership development.

In 2005, the Oregon Society of
American Foresters established the
fourth ONREF sub-fund to promote
the advancement of forestry education
in Oregon (an OSAF strategic plan
objective). These funds provide oppor-
tunities for high school students to
learn about forestry and natural
resource careers. 

The “Main” sub-fund can be used
statewide as the ONREF board sees fit.
While the Pleasant Hill sub-fund is
specifically for Pleasant Hill, if there
are no grant requests from Pleasant
Hill (as was the case for 2016), Pleasant
Hill funds can be used statewide. The
Terry Selby sub-fund is specifically for
Benton County, while the OSAF sub-
fund can be used statewide. The
Pleasant Hill, Terry Selby, and OSAF
sub-funds each have their own sub-
fund advisors with the OSAF sub-fund
advised by SAF members. From its
inception, along with an Oregon
Department of Education representa-
tive, all ONREF advisors have been
OSAF members.

As of June 2015, the total ONREF
fund balance was $205,283 with the
OSAF sub-fund at $65,800.

The Oregon Natural Resources
Education Fund (ONREF) board met
on March 11, 2016, to consider grant
requests and distribute any available
funds. The table shows the programs
the OSAF sub-fund helped fund; the
total includes funds from all four sub-
funds.

Funds for 2016 will be used for:
• Philomath HS—replace the engine

on their sawmill;
• Amity HS—purchase water-

quality testing equipment and add
equipment for their fire science and
forestry programs;

• LaGrande HS—purchase chain
saws and associated equipment;

• Taft HS—purchase basic forestry
equipment to kick start their new
forestry classes;

• Rogue River HS—purchase cli-
nometers and range finder/hypsometer;

• Elkton HS—purchase “Tuff
Writers” (aluminum clip boards for
data collection); and

• Future Natural Resources Leaders of
Oregon—help high school teachers
develop the Career Connected Skill
Assessments (field forester, wildland fire

fighter, wilderness ranger, urban forester,
and logger) for use at their career devel-
opment events (i.e., skills contests).

The 2016 awards ($7,925) were just
over half the total requested ($15,432)
with OSAF’s sub-fund providing just
under a third of the total ONREF grants.  

From its inception through 2016,
20 high schools/organizations have
received grants from ONREF totaling
$80,780. Over the past several years,
these grants have served about 750
students per year.

One of the goals is to have an OSAF
member award these grants in a pub-
lic setting. The idea is to help school
boards, teachers, parents, and others
understand there are foresters all
across the state, that we are interested
in forestry/natural resource education,
and that we are willing to help fund
worthy programs. 

As we grow the OSAF sub-fund, we
will be able to reach more students
and teachers and help develop future
foresters, natural resource profession-
als, and forest workers. We will also
help foster a citizenry grounded in the
benefits of active management regard-
less of where they eventually work.

For additional information, visit
www.forestry.org/oregon/education/
onref/.  ◆

Dick Powell is the OSAF sub-fund co-
advisor, along with Tim Keith. ONREF
board members also contributed to this
report. Dick can be reached at rlpowell@
peak.org.

ONREF Put Their Dollars to Work Funding
High School Forestry Programs
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FOREST RESOURCES TECHNOLOGY
•  SAF Accredited  •

Ron Boldenow, Ph.D., C.F., Forestry
Rebecca Franklin, Ph.D., Dendrochronology
Bret Michalski, M.S., Wildlife Science
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