
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

OSAF Adopts Position Statement
on Forestry Professionals as
Stakeholders. Public agencies and
other groups often seek input and
advice from stakeholders as they evalu-
ate forest resource issues and develop
related policies and management plans.
Forestry professionals sometimes are
among these participants through their
affiliation with commonly recognized
stakeholder groups (e.g., industry,
landowners). However, a professional
perspective independent of employer or
client interests can provide more com-
plete and candid input about important
forest issues. Such input also provides a
vital voice for those who must deal
directly with policies and plans that are
still too often shaped without substan-
tial input from the independent, profes-
sional forestry community. With these
concerns in mind, OSAF recently devel-
oped and adopted a new position state-
ment to call attention to the need for

decision makers to more consistently
tap valuable professional forestry
expertise and experience as they seek
stakeholder input on forest resource
issues. The statement is relatively sim-
ple and brief (one page) but is expected
to be helpful in promoting wider recog-
nition of SAF as a unique and vital voice
in forest issues and policy making.
Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com.

OSAF Develops Talking Points
for Hearings on New Riparian
Rules. With the Oregon Board of
Forestry’s 4-3 vote last year to increase
management restrictions in riparian
areas on private forestlands in western
Oregon, the Oregon Department of
Forestry (ODF) has drafted the specific
rule language and related guidelines.
ODF scheduled a public comment peri-
od, including a number of local hearings
in November and December, on the pro-
posed rules. Because of persistent con-
cerns about the proposed rules and relat-
ed research and science concepts, OSAF
leaders and technical specialists recently
compiled some talking points and sup-
porting references for members to use if
they are interested in providing oral or
written comments to ODF. Among the
key messages is that these temperature-
centric rules do not reflect the simple fact
that forest openings along streams have
an important ecological role in enhanc-
ing aquatic productivity.

The new rules will apply to small and
medium fish-bearing streams that pro-
vide habitat for salmon, steelhead and
bull trout in most of western Oregon
(ODF has maps of these “SSBT”
streams). The Riparian Management
Area (RMA) widths on these streams
will increase by 10 feet, i.e., to 60 feet on
small streams and 80 feet on medium
streams. In addition, greater tree basal
area retention will be required in the
RMAs than under the current rules, and
these square foot values also are based
on 500-ft. stream lengths to more even-
ly distribute the basal area within the
RMAs. Further details about the pro-

posed rules and the public hearings and
comment period can be can be found
at: www.oregon.gov/ODF/AboutODF/
Pages/ProposedLawsRules.aspx.
Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com. 

OSAF to Review Commercial
Harvest and Pesticides Positions
in 2017. With the coming expiration of
OSAF’s position statements on
“Commercial Timber Harvest on Public
Lands in Oregon” (Feb. 2017) and
“Using Pesticides on Forest Lands”
(Dec. 2017), these statements will be
reviewed for potential changes and
updates to the discussion and support-
ing references. The commercial harvest
issue remains very timely given wide-
spread management needs and costs
on federal forestlands, as well as the
statutory and long-held economic obli-
gations to communities with large areas
of nearby state or federal forests.
Similarly, the use of pesticides on
forestlands continues to stir public con-
troversy and concern, particularly aerial
spraying. All OSAF members are invited
to review the existing statements
(www.forestry.org/oregon/policy/posi-
tion/) and pass along any comments to
your local chapter officers or the Policy
Committee. Contact: Paul Adams, OSAF
Policy chair, adamspaulw@gmail.com. 

Chairman’s Initiative Hold
Workshop. The second workshop of
the Chairman’s Initiative was hosted by
Idaho Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter on
October 20-21 in Boise, Idaho. Keynotes
were delivered by Governor Otter and
Jim Lyons, Interior Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Land and Minerals
Management. Roundtable discussions
examined Good Neighbor Authority
projects and habitat conservation. Case
studies were presented on Idaho’s
Rangeland Fire Protection Associations
and Farm Bill Authorities’ Utilization.
Learn more on the Western Governors’
Association blog at www.westgov.org/
initiatives/forest-and-rangeland-
initiative/workshops. ◆
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