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The profession of
urban forestry in the
Pacific Northwest has
grown dramatically
in the last 25 years.
Active urban forestry
programs in Alaska,
Idaho, Oregon, and
Washington can be
found at the state,
local, and regional
levels. Arborists and
urban foresters are
planting, caring for,
and managing trees
in small towns and
large cities across the
Pacific Northwest
(PNW). This edition
of the Western Forester looks at the
programs, projects, and people that
make up the urban forestry profession
within our region. This overview article
highlights some key urban forestry
perspectives.

Urban forestry in the PNW

Over the last few decades, the prac-
tice of urban forestry in the PNW has
expanded significantly as researchers
have begun to quantify the benefits of
managing our urban forests. Whereas
urban forestry was once thought of
being concerned mainly with park
trees and street trees, today one of the
most descriptive definitions of the
term is “the forest where we live.”
Efforts of nonprofit tree planting
organizations like Friends of Trees in

Portland, Eugene,
and Vancouver
not only expand
canopy but also
provide a mecha-
nism for citizen
involvement.
Alaska recently
celebrated its
50th anniversary
of Arbor Day and
is pursuing inno-
vative projects
including urban
orchards. Urban
foresters in
Coeur d’Alene
are partnering
with the local
hospital to plant
trees to replace
canopy lost by
construction and
to improve envi-
ronmental health
benefits.
Washington state
urban foresters
are working with
youth and
Veterans to
develop new
urban forestry initiatives. 

Research has shown that in addi-
tion to the environmental benefits typ-
ically ascribed to them, trees in our
communities provide economic and
social benefits that help to vitalize and
strengthen communities. Benefits are
realized when trees are carefully
planned for, planted correctly, and
cared for over the long term. Urban

foresters are key to managing healthy,
safe, resilient, benefit-rich urban
forests in the PNW.

Trends in urban forestry

The urban forestry profession is
constantly changing, not just in the
Pacific Northwest, but across the world
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Trees provide not just a respite from urban life, they also
produce valuable benefits to society.
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Linden
Lampman



as people begin to understand the
important ecosystem services that
trees provide. Some key trends in
urban forestry today include the con-
cepts of Green Infrastructure, the
impact of trees on human health, and
environmental justice.

Green Infrastructure refers to the
natural resource base upon which
cities have been built, and includes
urban tree canopy, natural areas and
parks, urban streams and watersheds,
and the trees, soil, water, and wildlife
resources found in urban ecosystems.
Green Infrastructure planning is a
strategic landscape planning approach
that incorporates both the natural
environment and engineered systems
to manage water, conserve ecosystem
values and functions, and provide a
wide array of benefits to people and
wildlife. This relationship between the
natural and built environments in

cities is key to planning for and man-
aging Green Infrastructure assets that
results in increased economic health,

community livability, and ecological
resilience in cities. Using a Green
Infrastructure approach to planning,
urban foresters apply ecosystem serv-
ices concepts in urban settings and
assess how storm water management,
energy conservation, wildlife habitat,
recreational opportunities, aesthetic
and cultural values, and improved
community health can be attained in
balance with development.

Trees and their impact on human
health is an emerging issue in urban
forestry as more people begin to
understand how trees and the connec-
tion to nature can improve human
health. Urban forestry researchers are
discovering many beneficial relation-
ships between human health, Green
Infrastructure, and the urban forest. As
researcher Kathleen Wolf notes in her
article in this issue, levels of physical
activity and proximity of green areas in
neighborhoods are directly correlated,
thus reducing obesity amongst chil-
dren and adults. Natural areas and
forested views also provide relaxation
and reduce fatigue, resulting in an
enhanced sense of well-being created
from interaction with nature, which
may lead to lower blood pressure and
fewer cardiovascular-related diseases.
Hospital patients with window views
of trees have also been shown to
recover faster than those without a
green view. Finally, because urban
trees and forests act to improve air
quality by reducing the amount of pol-
lutants in the air, breathing disorders
like asthma can be significantly
reduced.

Environmental justice is the term
used to describe the ethical principle
that environmental benefits and risks
should be equitably distributed across
the population. History shows that
people of color and economically dis-
advantaged populations tend to live
closer to pollution sources, have less
access to nearby greenspace, and live
in neighborhoods with lower canopy
cover. Urban forestry is well placed to
address this challenge through con-
necting minorities to natural resource
fields by creating tree planting initia-
tives in under-served neighborhoods,
and by creating more inclusive circles
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Washington Conservation Corp
(WCC) crews learn urban forestry
skills, including downtown tree
planting, with the DNR Urban
Forestry Restoration Project. The
WCC is part of the AmeriCorps
program in Washington.



of engagement with diverse popula-
tions.

Your role in urban forestry

How can traditional foresters get
involved in urban forestry? Here are
four ideas for your consideration.

1. Serve on a local tree board—SAF
member Lena Tucker (see profile)
works in a traditional forestry field, but
she volunteers on her local tree board
in the city of Sweet Home, Ore. “Tree
boards” are a generic term for citizen
advisory bodies that help local officials
manage their urban forests. These
entities are a great way for foresters to
share their expertise. Most urban
forests are a mosaic of the planted
landscape, such as street trees and
park trees, and native forest remnants
such as green belts or natural areas.
These native forest remnants are typi-
cally protected parks and natural areas
that retain some characteristics of the
larger forest that might have been
there before.

2. Lend your expertise to help with
urban/rural interface issues—the
urban forest and the rural forest are
two parts of a connected ecosystem.
Where they meet, the interface, is an
often neglected landscape. Beset by
issues such as forest fragmentation,
development pressure, and lack of
jurisdictional interest, the interface is
an important ecosystem that could
benefit from foresters’ expertise.
Planning, zoning, development,
wildlife habitat, parks and recreation,
and natural area restoration are all
important issues within the interface.
Local governments and nonprofit
organizations active in these issues
could use your input in helping reduce
the impacts of forest fragmentation
and in protecting the values and bene-
fits that forests provide.

3. Attend an ISA conference—as the
main professional society for arborists
and urban foresters, the International
Society of Arboriculture (ISA) is the
urban forestry equivalent to SAF. The
ISA has over 24,000 members world-
wide, and issues a number of creden-
tials including ISA Certified Arborist
and the Tree Risk Assessment
Qualification. ISA conferences are
open to anyone and many are attend-
ed by allied professionals including
horticulturalists, foresters, and land-

scape architects. The PNW Chapter of
ISA (www.pnwisa.org) hosts an annual
conference and training workshops
throughout the region. Why not broad-
en your knowledge about trees by
attending an ISA workshop as part of
your professional development plan
next year?

4. Get involved with urban forestry
through SAF. SAF has an urban forestry
working group, currently led by Sam
Olundunfe, city forester, City of Chula
Vista, Calif. SAF national conventions
typically have one or more urban
forestry tracks—these aren’t just for
urban foresters—consider attending
one to gain a greater understanding of
the urban forestry field.

Conclusion

People are the connection between
traditional and urban forestry. As the
Pacific Northwest becomes increasing-
ly urbanized, it is essential to acknowl-
edge the role residents play within the
broader scope of the ecoregion.

Providing residents in our communi-
ties easy access to “nearby nature”—
parks, trees, urban greenspace, Green
Infrastructure—is not just a nice thing
to do, it is essential to their health and
well-being as well as to the health and
well-being of our region. We encour-
age you to join the effort to grow
healthy, vibrant urban forests and
communities.  ◆

Paul D. Ries is the director of the
Graduate Certificate in Urban Forestry
program at Oregon State University
and the program manager of the
Oregon Department of Forestry’s Urban
and Community Forestry Assistance
Program. He can be reached at 503-
945-7391 or paul.ries@oregonstate.edu.
Linden Lampman is the Urban and
Community Forestry Program manager
for the Washington State Department of
Natural Resources in Olympia. She can
be reached at 360-902-1703 or
linden.lampman@dnr.wa.gov.
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Washington Conservation Corp crews learn mapping and inventory skills as
part of DNR’s community forestry restoration program. The program works
with communities to restore and enhance residual native forests to mitigate
stormwater runoff.



BY KATHLEEN L. WOLF

n the past few
decades a very

active and dynamic
community of sci-
ence has emerged
around research
questions in urban
and community
forestry. Scientists from agencies, uni-
versities, arboreta and other public
gardens, and the private sector (such
as plant nurseries and tree manage-
ment companies) are contributing to
the knowledge expansion. Here is an
overview of current work.

Tree growth

Traditional forestry focuses on high
performance tree growth, important
for a range of management goals
from forest products supply to eco-

logical restoration.
There are similar inter-
ests in urban forestry.
Urban environments
present enormous
challenges for tree
growth, including ele-
vated temperatures,
water and nutrient
constraints, and lack
of adequate root and
crown volumes.
Scientists have report-
ed on studies about
nursery stock growth,
soil and root needs,
tree planting practices,
irrigation, nutrient supply and man-
agement, and constructive pruning,
all of which contributes to improved
start-up conditions for trees that are
planted in cities.

Forest assessment and
management

Urban foresters are attentive to the
needs of individual trees, as well as
groves or stands. Scaling up, most
urban forestry programs are aimed at
the cumulative forest, on public and
private lands, across an entire city or
region. An important baseline to have
is an inventory of trees and/or a tree
canopy analysis. Research continues
to support the development of more
efficient and precise approaches for
data collection and interpretation.
For instance, canopy analysis meth-
ods have transitioned from use of aer-
ial photographs, to satellite data using
GIS, to use of both fly-over and terres-
trial LiDAR. A recent and exciting
development is Urban FIA. Local/fed-
eral partnerships in pilot cities are
expanding USFS Forest Inventory and
Analysis protocols to integrate data
across urban to rural landscapes.

Even while seeing the forest, it’s
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Sample plots are used to inventory trees and urban
forest canopy for i-Tree and Urban FIA to help inform
management for better forest health.

Science in the City: Urban
Trees, Forests, and People
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important to keep looking at the
trees. Useful tools and technologies
have emerged from the science com-
munity and support evidence-based
best practices. For example, ground-
penetrating radar aids managers in
visualizing root issues, while structur-
al soils or load-bearing, suspended
pavement cells enable better root
growth without infrastructure dam-
age. Augmenting urban soils with
biochar boosts moisture capacity and
nutrient availability. Much more is
now understood about how to con-
serve and protect trees that are within
construction sites. Better pruning
practices support tree health and
reduce interference with utility lines.

Forest risks and challenges

The urban forest is an asset that
takes years to develop and continues
to serve a community for decades
beyond. There are multiple risks and
challenges to tree vitality, the focus of
increased research attention. Insects
and disease diagnosis and treatment
are active fields of study. Wholesale

forest impacts, such as the effects of
the emerald ash borer, have launched
more science about invasives disper-
sion, community involvement in dis-

ease recognition, hazard manage-
ment, and cost-saving approaches to
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Big trees produce more benefits! Scientists have developed guidelines for tree
protection and conservation during new construction.

Tom Hanson: Forester and Arborist

CYNTHIA ORLANDO

Tom Hanson is a consulting forester, Certified Forester, and Certified Arborist with
the Pacific Northwest Region of American Forest Management based in Kirkland,
Wash. He has been an SAF member since 1972 and became an SAF Fellow this
year.

“The call to arboriculture started as an expert witness in tree trespass cases,”
says Hanson, “as I was able to translate my tree knowledge and timber appraisal
backgrounds to urban tree issues. I branched into backyard tree assessments and
tree litigation cases.”

American Forest Management in the Pacific Northwest is unusual in that four
foresters on its staff are also Certified Arborists. On the arboricultural side, Hanson
stays busy in several arenas including urban forest inventories, backyard tree
assessments for homeowners, tree protection plans for developers, and expert wit-
ness services for trespass, property line errors, and view conflicts. 

“Our clients range from individuals to construction companies, urban planners,
landscapers, schools, municipalities, insurance companies, and lawyers,” he says.
On the forestry side, Hanson and his colleagues provide appraisal and forest inven-
tory services, and manage thousands of acres of forestland in Washington, Idaho,
and Hawaii.

Regarding his experiences providing expert witness for trespass, Hanson has this
observation: “In the majority of tree trespass cases—instances where trees on neighboring property are shortened or removed to
enhance views—the deed is often done when the tree owners are out of town.” Says Hanson, “it goes to the old adage ‘ask for
forgiveness not permission’…I’m guessing these folks don’t spend much time socializing over the back fence!”

Cynthia Orlando, a Certified Arborist, recently retired from the Oregon Department of Forestry.

Urban Forestry Profile
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Tom Hanson performs a risk
assessment on a Douglas-fir in a
heavily used recreation area.



dispose of dead trees. Studies of tree
growth and selection in times of
drought guide more efficient and
effective irrigation. Better pruning
practices are being developed using
wind machines to mimic wind storms
and tornadoes (up to 120 mph).

Benefits and services science

While some local leaders have an
innate understanding of the values of
trees in cities, others need facts and
figures to justify urban forestry policy,
programs, and budgets. A very active
dimension of research is the quantifi-
cation of ecosystem services of urban
trees and forests, including monetiza-
tion. The i-Tree (www.itreetools.org/)
assessment and valuation tools are
evidence-based and in a continual
state of development and refinement.
These tools reveal the functions and
values of trees, including air quality,
stormwater management, carbon
sequestration, and energy-use reduc-
tion from site to city scales. These soft-
ware tools also provide the knowledge
baseline for better urban forest man-
agement.

In addition to environmental serv-
ices, an emergent, diverse range of
studies has shown the human health
and wellness benefits of nearby nature
experiences. Trees are the scaffold, the
essential structure of the outdoor
spaces that urban residents enjoy.
Recent research has found that
encounters with nearby nature—from

forest bathing, to sitting
under individual trees,
to time spent in parks
and gardens—are
important for walkabili-
ty and weight loss,
immune function, child
development, mental
health (including
reduced ADHD symp-
toms), and treating sen-
ior dementia. The eco-
nomic value of such
benefits is in the bil-
lions!

Social systems for forest health

Trees in communities provide direct
benefits and services to millions of
Americans on a daily basis. The urban
forest is a socio-ecological system
where people and the forest are co-
dependent. Current research and the-
ory about urban social-ecological sys-
tems helps us to understand the
essential linkages between human
community and functioning urban
systems.

Few agencies or organizations with-
in a community have adequate staff or
budget to manage an urban forest.
Volunteer-based stewardship is an
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The benefits of Shinrin-yoku, translated as forest bathing, have been studied
in Japan for a decade and include reduced blood pressure, improved immune
function, and stress reduction.
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Anthropologists are studying urban
foraging, finding that urban trees
provide useful materials for food,
arts, ceremonies and celebrations,
and market products.



important part of urban resource
management. More strategic collabo-
ration with stewards can improve for-
est health. Stewardship Mapping
research provides a census and spatial
representation of where organizations
do their work across a study city.
Combined with user surveys of parks
and open spaces, cities can use such
knowledge to more effectively engage
their residents and provide higher
quality metro nature.

Social scientists are interested in

the social networks associated with
urban natural resources stewardship.
Network science assesses, then dis-
plays how knowledge and technologies
are transferred around a community.
Governance structure is revealed. The
world of natural resources is increas-
ingly led by diverse, participatory
interest groups, in addition to formal
organizations such as government
agencies. Knowing about formal and
casual networks can be useful for
managers. Resources (such as grants)

can be inserted into the network
where they will be most effective.
Interestingly, organizations within nat-
ural resource networks can be the in-
place, first responders following disas-
ters (such as Hurricane Sandy), con-
tributing to community resiliency.

Learning more

Most Americans now live in urban-
ized areas. Trees are essential for liv-
able, healthy urban communities.
Early research focused on growth
needs of trees and forest dynamics.
More recent research recognizes the
important linkages of natural and
social systems in cities. Certain trajec-
tories of inquiry will continue. New
opportunities and knowledge will
emerge, such as a recent study about
the use of tree mosses as air pollutant
indicators. Urban and community
forestry research is a dynamic, fasci-
nating realm of science.  ◆

Kathleen L. Wolf is a research social sci-
entist for the University of Washington,
College of the Environment, School of
Environmental and Forest Sciences, in
Seattle. She is also a research associate
with the USFS Pacific Northwest
Research Station. She can be reached at
kwolf@uw.edu.
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Stewardship programs mobilize volunteers to help with urban forest
management and participate in local governance on environmental and
social concerns. Resources

1. These journals focus on current
urban forestry research: Arboriculture
and Urban Forestry (http://joa.isa-
arbor.com/) and Urban Forestry and
Urban Greening (http://bit.ly/1urOtdJ).

2. The National Urban and
Community Forestry Council 10 Year
Action Plan for Urban Forestry
Research (2016-2026) presents a
broad overview of current science
and expected needs: http://bit.ly/
29Q4mn9.

3. A report of Urban FIA results
from Austin, Texas, is the first USFS-
published urban assessment and can
be found at www.nrs.fs.fed.us/
pubs/50393.

4. The Green Cities: Good Health
website at http://depts.washington.
edu/hhwb/ shows the range of
research about nature in the city
and human health.

Connecting Forest Landowners with
Seedlings, Services and Contractors

DISCOVER Our Interactive Website
www.forestseedlingnetwork.com

BUY/SELL SEEDLINGS • FIND VENDOR SERVICES & CONTRACTORS • VALUABLE RESOURCES



BY DAVID STEPHENSON

ike individual
forest landown-

ers, how communi-
ties manage their
forests differs from
city to city. Small
communities may
focus only on the
very basics with programs run largely
by volunteers, while large cities will
have very robust programs with work
crews and staff to manage hundreds
of thousands of trees. Still, there are
essential components of sound man-
agement programs each community
will have. Focusing on a few commu-
nities in northern Idaho, this article
will cover some of these.

As with management of any natu-
ral resource, the first step is planning.
This is where landowner objectives
are determined; goals set; ordinances,
policies, and practices written and
codified; and needs identified. City
forestry programs primarily focus on
management of public trees—those
along street rights-of-way (ROW) and
in parks. Increasingly, cities are also
setting strategic canopy goals for the
full urban forest—including public
and private trees—to help address
critical environmental issues and
improve the overall health of the
community.

An effective planning process is
continual and involves input and
feedback from other city depart-
ments, citizens, and elected officials.
Most communities have a citizen
urban forestry committee or tree
board that helps guide the planning
process. Similar to “traditional”
forestry, the long-term goal of plan-

ning is sustainable management that
maintains and improves the ecologi-
cal, social, and economic functions
and benefits the urban forest pro-
vides. Development of best manage-
ment practices (BMPs) based on the
most current science is also invalu-
able. A good example is the City of
Post Falls’ Arboriculture Standards
Manual, which covers in detail how
trees will be sited, planted, and main-
tained, and contains a list of
approved and prohibited street trees.
All BMPs described conform to
American National Standards
Institute (ANSI) standards for tree
care operations.

It’s hard to manage a resource if
you don’t know what you have, and
an inventory of public trees with their
condition, species, size, and location
is important for developing annual
and multi-year management plans.

The City of Coeur d’Alene (CDA) uses
a web browser/map-based tree inven-
tory program. City staff collect field
data with tablet computers and the
program displays inventory informa-
tion and queries spatially and in tab-
ular and report formats, making the
data especially useful. Using research-
based formulae, the program also cal-
culates the value of each tree to ener-
gy savings, stormwater reduction,
removal of specific air pollutants, and
the contribution to property values.
City Forester Katie Kosanke uses this
information to educate city leaders
and citizens, plan annual tree plant-
ing and maintenance activities, and
much more. She also notes that hav-
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Engineered soil beneath the sidewalk
along Coeur d’Alene’s Front Street
helps capture stormwater on-site
while providing conditions that allow
trees to reach their full mature size.
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Coeur d’Alene City Forester Katie Kosanke in front of some of the diverse
landscapes she helps manage.

503-684-8168
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11825 SW Greenburg Road, Suite 200 
Tigard, OR 97223

www.nwforestryservices.com
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ing the information at her fingertips
is extremely helpful in addressing
calls from citizens on specific trees.

Inventory data also helps man-
agers establish budgets, order trees
for the coming year, prepare mainte-
nance contracts, and more. Larger
communities often have city crews
that do most of the work on public
trees, and many inventory systems
create daily crew work orders based
on established priorities. In medium-
and smaller-sized cities, responsibili-
ty for work on street trees is, by ordi-
nance, often assigned to the adjacent
property owner. Katie notes that
while this approach saves the city
money in the short term, it presents
its own challenges with homeowners
that may lack knowledge and skills in
arboriculture installing and maintain-
ing a city asset. In the end, it may cost
the city much more in lost value from
poor practices or deferred care, but
it’s hard to get past very real funding
challenges.

For this reason, education is key
according to Lewiston City Forester
Riley Stark. Riley holds a series of
educational programs for citizens
each year on caring for trees.
Additionally, he partners with the
local high school to bring education
into the classroom. Over a one-

month period each year, Riley pro-
vides students both classroom
instruction and hands-on experience
on tree care. In CDA, a multi-commu-
nity consortium called Community
Canopy provides targeted education
to landscape maintenance and tree
care companies to help elevate the

quality of tree work on private prop-
erty. Arbor Day is also a great oppor-
tunity for cities to celebrate trees and
help citizens understand their value. 

Tree planting is one of the more
visible urban forestry activities. Each
year, Riley plants 100-150 new trees
within Lewiston’s parks. Since most of
the trees are at least 1.5” to 2” caliper
to withstand potential damage from
park users and have root balls weigh-
ing upwards of 150-300 pounds, it is
hard work. Nonetheless, planting is
his favorite activity; he enjoys watch-
ing the trees he’s planted grow over
time and knowing he’s contributing to
a healthier community. When select-
ing trees, Riley focuses on diversifying
species to avoid potential catastroph-
ic loss of trees when one genus or
species of tree is overplanted, such as
what happened to elms and ash with
Dutch elm disease and emerald ash
borer.

CDA also plants at least 100 street
trees each year in residential loca-
tions. They focus on areas that lack
trees, and new developments are high
on this list. To help pay the cost of
new trees, an ordinance requires all
homebuilders to pay a set fee per
home to the city for street trees. When
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A crane helps lift heavy-balled and burlapped planting stock to an uphill
planting location in Lewiston.
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the new homeowner plants a tree on
the public ROW in front of their
home, the city refunds the fee to the
homeowner. If they don’t, the fee is
forfeited to the city. If the homeowner
still wants a tree, the city will use the
fee to plant one in front of their

home.
Otherwise,
surrendered
fees fund tree
planting in
other priority
locations in
the city. CDA
also plants
several hun-
dred more
trees each
year within
their parks.

Cities are
also using
trees for their
functional
value. In
Sandpoint, all
downtown
sidewalk
reconstruc-
tion now uses
“engineered
soil,” a specif-
ic formula of
angular rock
mixed with
soil and a
hydro-gel
binder. Placed
beneath the
entire sidewalk, this mixture can sup-
port sidewalks and street pavement,
while providing necessary space for

roots, water, and oxygen. Runoff from
buildings, streets, and sidewalks is
directed beneath the sidewalk, so the
planting site is also a stormwater util-
ity, mitigating runoff on site in the
most challenging areas. Downtown
trees are no longer “potted plants”
with roots restricted to 4x4-feet “tree
coffins.” Instead, they grow large and
healthy, intercepting even more
stormwater as they reach their
mature size while providing myriad
other benefits.

Once planted, keeping those trees
alive and thriving is one of the more
challenging aspects of the job.
Drought, storms, construction, and
people make these challenges even
greater. As noted earlier, while most
cities maintain their park trees, adja-
cent property owners are often
responsible for street tree mainte-
nance. This, of course, means it does-
n’t happen as often as it should. 

Through annual inspections, citi-
zen calls, and inventory work, public
trees in CDA with safety issues—those
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This is what happens when you
plant a tree green-side down (in
front of Sandpoint City Hall).

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID STEPHENSON

Three 50”+ DBH American Chestnuts (c. dentata) in CDA’s
City Park represent one of ~175 different tree species and
cultivars growing in and along the city’s parks and streets.
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blocking signs, in significant decline,
and having poor structure or other
safety risks—are identified and priori-
tized for work. Trying to resolve these
issues with the adjacent landowner
can be difficult. Fortunately, Katie has
a limited amount of cost-share dollars
she can use each year to address
these priority issues. Otherwise, if the
homeowner still refuses, the city does
the work and the cost is collected
through a special assessment levied
against the property. To help ensure
proper tree care, both CDA and
Lewiston require all tree services
doing work in their cities to have a
city license. To be eligible, companies
must have at least one International
Society of Arboriculture Certified
Arborist® on staff, adhere to city
arboriculture BMPs, and have ade-
quate insurance.

As with most natural resource
management, the seasons guide the
work. Planning, preparing for the
upcoming year, and some tree main-
tenance activities tend to be winter-
time activities. Spring is busiest with
tree planting, Arbor Day celebrations,
and education programs being the
priorities. Summer and fall sees urban
foresters working on their inventories,
moving down their task lists, adminis-
tering contracts, answering citizen
requests, addressing priority issues,

and maintaining trees. And the cycle
repeats.

Effective urban foresters wear many
hats. They must have working knowl-
edge and skills in planning, arboricul-
ture, horticulture, landscaping, educa-
tion, public relations, mediation, pub-
lic speaking, engineering, public
works, technology, and the list goes on.
Still, for many there is no better occu-
pation. As Riley notes, on a personal
level it’s a perfect fit. Despite occas-

sional cranky homeowners, drought,
storms, skinny budgets, and high
expectations, he couldn’t ask for a
more rewarding job.  ◆

David Stephenson is the Urban
Forestry Program manager for the
Idaho Department of Lands in Coeur
d’Alene. He can be reached at 208-666-
8621 or dstephenson@idl.idaho.gov.
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The City of Coeur d’Alene’s
Volunteers in Pruning (VIP) program
trains citizens such as Janet
DeVeny and Dean Sutton to prune
young city trees for good structure.

Tenacious Roots: From Urban Forest Ecology
to Social Media

CYNTHIA ORLANDO

The Washington State Department
of Natural Resources, in partnership
with Seattle Audubon, has been suc-
cessful in engaging a diverse group of
high school students from southeast
Seattle to build both healthy urban
forests and a healthy Puget Sound.
Their “Tenacious Roots” program com-
bines classroom learning with commu-
nity-based restoration work.

Under the leadership of Seward
Park Audubon Center Director Joseph
Manson, the program trained 10 high
school students in principles of urban
forest ecology through field trips, work-
shops, and two community restoration
events, and provided 473 high school
students with hands-on urban forestry
workshops demonstrating the relation-
ship between healthy urban forests and
water quality. 

During the workshops, students
used samples from Lake Washington to
test for key chemical parameters and
learned about impacts of human activi-
ty on water quality within the water-
shed. A select group of students also
learned about invasive plants, success-
fully clearing .20 acres of invasive ivy and blackberry, planting 66 native trees and
shrubs, and preparing 1,100 square feet of ground for planting in the fall. Students
also received a special guest workshop in social media, which they used to reach
775 people with their experience in urban forestry.

That wasn’t all: through the Tenacious Roots program, students not only
designed and presented stations on birds and native plants for International
Migratory Bird Day, but also traveled to Olympia to advocate for the environment
with state legislators, where they also met with the governor.

Cynthia Orlando, a Certified Arborist, recently retired from the Oregon Department
of Forestry.

Urban Forestry Profile
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Through the Tenacious Roots
program, students gain in-depth
experiences in forest ecology,
botany, and environmental science.
Students can earn 40 hours toward
their service learning high school
graduation requirement.



BY PAUL D. RIES

rban forestry as an academic dis-
cipline has a much more recent

and varied history than its traditional
forestry kin. As the urban forestry pro-
fession has advanced and matured
over the last 50 years, the education of
urban natural resource professionals
has changed as well. Although it is
possible to obtain a college degree in
the field of urban forestry today, that
hasn’t always been the case. 

Most universities offering urban
forestry degrees only started those pro-
grams in the last 25 years. Consequent-
ly, the majority of urban foresters
received college degrees in something
other than urban forestry. The ranks of
today’s practicing urban foresters are
populated with a diverse array of pro-
fessionals with varied educational
backgrounds. Some are graduates of
the “school of hard-knocks” who picked
up continuing education opportunities
throughout their careers that enable
them to manage the complexities of an

urban forestry program at the state,
municipal, and nonprofit levels, or in
the private sector. Advances in infor-
mation technology that have fueled the
digital learning revolution in higher

education adds another facet to the
changing nature of urban forestry edu-
cation, bringing higher education
opportunities to people for whom it
was previously out of reach.
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The Changing Nature of Urban Forestry Education

U
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Urban forestry students balance online learning with practical hands-on
experiences. Here, Master Arborist Terrill Collier shares his diagnostic
expertise with OSU students.



From a content perspective, urban
forestry education has almost always
been characterized by an interdiscipli-
nary approach, incorporating con-
cepts, courses, and content from a
number of fields such as horticulture,
urban planning, parks and recreation,
natural resources, environmental sci-
ences, and of course, forestry. However,
as urban forestry job descriptions
become more common, the profession
has witnessed a broadening of the
content knowledge expected of new
urban foresters. The job of an urban
forester involves much more than the
technical expertise surrounding the
planting, care, and management of
trees. An urban forester must deal with
people—so a background in social sci-
ences is always helpful. Urban
foresters must be able to work in the
political, emotional, and legal aspects
of trees as well, for example in the
administration of a tree ordinance.
And because managing the urban for-
est means managing for public safety
and working with budgets, urban
foresters must understand risk and
return on investment. The typical aca-
demic preparation of urban foresters
in colleges today tends to be broadly
balanced among both natural sciences
and social sciences.

Another significant change in urban
forestry education in the last 25 years
has been the proliferation of online

WESTERN FORESTER  ◆ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2016  13

John Schwandt: Retired Forest Pathologist Leads
Urban Forestry Projects in Idaho

CYNTHIA ORLANDO

Actively volunteering with the Urban Forestry Committee of Coeur d’Alene for
nearly 40 years, retired forest pathologist John Schwandt has seen many interesting
projects come and go. For starters, Schwandt has written—and revised—both an
urban forest ordinance and an urban forestry plan for local green spaces and parks,
and is currently working on the city’s master forestry plan.

“Our urban forestry committee has also developed street ordinances and man-
agement plans for several of our large natural areas and parks,” says Schwandt.
“The committee is also very involved in Arbor Day,” he adds, “and I’ve co-chaired a
local program that gives tree seedlings away to all the 4th graders in the county.”
That program has been in place more than 30 years.

“When I started we developed a street
tree inventory protocol to help determine
the value and condition of urban forests; it
was later adopted by several Idaho cities
and is still used today,” adds Schwandt.
“As a forest pathologist, I’m happy to
assist in evaluating potential hazard trees
for the community. I’ve probably inspected
more than 1,500 trees with the committee
over the past 35 years,” he adds.

Schwandt also served the state of
Idaho as the state’s Urban Forestry
Program coordinator, visiting many Idaho
cities to encourage support for urban
forests and helping develop street tree
inventory methods that are still used in
many cities.

Cynthia Orlando, a Certified Arborist,
recently retired from the Oregon
Department of Forestry.

Urban Forestry Profile
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Local community volunteers assist in planting street trees to beautify a
new Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, neighborhood on Arbor Day.

Local Girl Scouts assist in Arbor
Day street tree planting project.

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

Restore our
federal forests

to restore our
rural communities

Join us @
HealthyForests.Org



learning. Many universities across the
US are beginning to put natural
resources courses online, and current
research indicates that one in four col-
lege students has taken at least one
course online. “Online learning is the
fastest-growing student body at our
university,” observed Oregon State

University Vice Provost for Outreach
and Engagement Dr. Scott Reed, a
degreed forester who formerly led
OSU’s Forestry and Natural Resources
Extension program. 

OSU’s Extended Campus program
includes Ecampus, which offers 20 dif-
ferent Bachelor’s programs online and

23 graduate degrees or certificates.
One of Ecampus’ strongest programs
is in the field of Natural Resources.
OSU is the first US university to offer
both online Bachelors and Masters
Programs in Urban Forestry. The BS in
Natural Resources—Urban Forest
Landscapes option and the Graduate
Certificate in Urban Forestry and
Master of Natural Resources programs
are all fully available online. OSU cur-
rently has 25 students pursuing the
Graduate Certificate in Urban Forestry,
representing over a dozen US states
and two other countries.

Online learning has also changed
the nature of urban forestry education
in terms of its participants. Taking col-
lege courses online means working
professionals don’t have to quit their
jobs and move to a college campus for
a residential degree program. Conse-
quently, the age of students in any
given online course might range from
20 to 60—quite different from the typi-
cal 18- to 22-year-old range found in a
college classroom. That doesn’t mean
younger students aren’t taking online
classes, though. “Members of an
increasingly fast-paced society, espe-
cially the Millennial Generation,
depend upon accessible information
to help them solve problems, manage
resources, and develop leadership,”
reports OSU’s Dr. Reed. “In this way,
learning is unbound by space and
time, and unlike rigid courses, online
learning can be paced with separable
modules indexed to each person’s
needs.” 

College credit courses aren’t the
only education option available
online. OSU’s office of Professional
and Continuing Education (PACE) has
a variety of online courses available for
continuing education credits. These
include everything from Master
Gardener courses to wine and beer
making to Maintaining the Health of
Native Forest Remnants. For nonprofit
organizations that hold continuing
education courses, the ability to put
content online allows them to extend
their reach into geographical areas
where their membership numbers
don’t justify holding a place-based
course.

Will online learning completely dis-
place the classroom at the college or
continuing education level? Not likely,
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because high-tech can’t replicate
“high-touch.” Learners still prefer a
personal touch to their education at all
levels, and the connection to a univer-
sity faculty member is always integral
to the success of a course. What has
changed is that the teacher is no
longer just “the sage on the stage,” but
rather they are also “the guide on the
side,” helping learners self-direct their
own learning as well. In the field of

natural resources, which depends on
lab classes and hands-on learning, it is
vitally important that course design
help students grasp not just the educa-
tional concept, but their application as
well. Therefore, “hybrid” courses that
incorporate both online and class-
room learning are becoming increas-
ingly popular. Like the importance of
species diversity in the urban forest
itself, this diversity of learning delivery

will pay great dividends in the coming
years.  ◆

Paul D. Ries is the director of the
Graduate Certificate in Urban Forestry
program at Oregon State University
and the program manager of the
Oregon Department of Forestry’s Urban
and Community Forestry Assistance
Program. He can be reached at 503-
945-7391 or paul.ries@oregonstate.edu.
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Fairbanks, Alaska: Main Street Innovation

CYNTHIA ORLANDO

The City of Fairbanks, Alaska, has been
tackling several diverse and innovative
urban forestry projects, thanks in part to the
leadership of City Engineer Jackson Fox.

The city is currently completing a $10
million project to enhance their main street
through downtown—including the installa-
tion of 85 tree wells, more than 100
planters, and multiple Green Infrastructure
projects on private properties adjacent to
the street. 

“The main street was three lanes wide,”
says Fox, “and we decided to add green-
scape features and remove one lane, and
add a sidewalk to make the area more
pedestrian-friendly.” The project was pre-
dominantly planned by Fox and a steering
committee; they looked closely at traffic
volume, lighting, and tree types during the
year-long planning process. Ultimately the
committee chose three-inch-diameter
paper birch trees to enhance Fairbanks’
popular downtown corridor.

Funding for the project came via the
Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation. Fox has also been busy
mapping both green and gray infrastruc-
ture for Fairbanks. “Our tree wells are the
farthest north installation of Silva cells and
would be a good case study for anyone
interested in seeing how they perform in a
cold climate,” he adds.

A city engineer, Fox has been with
Fairbanks eight years and was recently
promoted to Department Director of
Engineering. He’s also been pulling togeth-
er a vegetative map for Fairbanks city lim-
its in AutoCad—a software application used for drafting and designing roads—to help the city set priorities for Green Infrastructure
improvements.

Cynthia Orlando, a Certified Arborist, recently retired from the Oregon Department of Forestry.

Urban Forestry Profile
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Prior to construction, Cushman Street had three travel lanes and narrow
sidewalks—a facility primarily built for vehicles to travel across downtown.

The project reduced the number of travel lanes to accommodate wider
sidewalks, tree wells, and planters, and to make the main drag through
downtown more pedestrian-friendly and aesthetically pleasing to visitors
and residents alike.



ttention foresters and wildlife
biologists, put this date on your

2017 calendar and in your budget:
March 28-31! These are the dates for
the 2017 joint annual meeting between
Washington State SAF (WSSAF) and the
Washington Chapter of The Wildlife
Society (TWS).

The joint annual meeting will be
held at the Yakima Convention Center
and neighboring Red Lion Inn. Both
facilities are top-notch and lodging for
members is a reasonable $89/night for
single occupancy and $109/night for
double occupancy. A student lodging
rate of $99/night for up to four stu-
dents/room is also available.

Program and registration details are
still in early stages with the meeting
theme of Forests/Wildlife: Responding
to Change. Registration will be afford-
able and the opportunities for the pro-
gram make it a meeting to plan early to
attend.

We are in need of volunteers to
serve on the program, registration,
auction, student, and field trip com-
mittees to help make it a great event.
Please contact Wendy Sammarco,
WSSAF chair-elect, at wpsam29@
gmail.com or John Walkowiak, WSSAF
chair, at jewalkowiak@harbornet.com
if you are available to help. ◆

Lena Tucker, Deputy Chief, Private Forest Division:
Forester by Day, Volunteer by Night

CHRISTINE JOHNSON

SAF member Lena Tucker’s 22-year history with the Oregon Department of
Forestry has made her a valued volunteer to the City of Sweet Home Tree
Commission. Tucker’s experience at both the local and regional levels has pre-
pared her for working with volunteers and maintaining community relations.
Tucker explains that the historic timber community has a great appreciation for
trees, so her goal is “Broadening people’s awareness of the value of trees in an
urban setting.”

Beyond the traditional responsibilities of a city tree commission, such as
organizing annual Arbor Day events and conducting tree inspections, the Tree
Commission has become key strategists in creating a sustainable urban forest.
“We are not planting ash anymore because of the emerald ash borer,” states
Tucker. She continues, “We work a lot with some native plant nurseries to find
the right tree for the right place.”

Tucker credits the passion and experience of fellow Tree Commission volun-
teers for their ability to move beyond traditional responsibilities. “I have to say
we’ve expanded, it is not just about street trees,” says Tucker, “that goes back to
the diverse members of the tree commission and their interests and their back-
grounds.” Their most recent project is especially unique—planning a community
orchard. 

As Tucker reflects on her experience, she acknowledges that giving back to
her local community contributes to her role at ODF as well: “Seeing through their
eyes the value of forests and natural resources in general makes me stop and
pause and think about what is important to the citizens of Oregon just through
the lens of my little town.”

Christine Johnson is an Urban Forestry Program summer intern for the Oregon
Department of Forestry in Salem.

Urban Forestry Profile
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Plan to Attend
the 2017 WSSAF
Annual Meeting

A
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Lena Tucker speaks to students about the value of urban trees at the
Arbor Day Tree Planting Ceremony at Foster Elementary School in Sweet
Home, Ore.



he Hagenstein Lectures, an excit-
ing community event presented by

the World Forestry Center and the
Society of American Foresters, debuts
Sunday, October 9 at the World Forestry
Center in Portland under the theme of
“Emerging Voices in Forestry.” The lec-
tures will introduce five young foresters
that are all working at the forefront of
social, economic, and environmental
change. Urban professionals, college
students, and other adults interested in
creative thinking to advance sustain-
able forestry in the 21st century should
attend.

The event will be held from 1:00-
5:00 p.m. in Miller Hall on the World
Forestry Center campus in Washington
Park. The event will include interactive
and formal presentations, lively dis-
cussions, craft beer, wine, food, and
exceptional networking opportunities
to meet new people and exchange
ideas on forest issues both locally and
globally. Admission is free, but
advance tickets are required.

For more information and to reserve
tickets, visit HagensteinLectures.org.
Video and podcasts of each of the pre-
sentations will be available after the
event.

The Lecture Series has been devel-
oped to honor the legacy and memory
of professional forester William D.

Hagenstein, a tireless champion of
long-view forest management to pro-
vide tangible environmental, social,
and economic benefits. Recognized as
the father of native tree reforestation
in the Pacific Northwest, Hagenstein
was an active, working forester for

more than 75 years. He was national
president of the Society of American
Foresters and a founder of the World
Forestry Center in 1966. Highly
respected, brutally honest, a magnetic
storyteller, and a shameless advocate,
Hagenstein may have said it best him-
self: “I am opinionated, I swear a lot,
and I am absolutely passionate about
the forest.”

Please join us on October 9 for this
inaugural event. East Coast lectures will
be produced by SAF in the Washington,
DC, area and will be targeted to policy
and decision makers. ◆
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Emerging Voices in Forestry to
Convene in Portland on October 9

T
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orestry and natural resource pro-
fessionals are invited to participate

in a conference that will bring the
Intertribal Timber Council (ITC) and
Society of American Foresters (SAF)
together to discuss the role of Tribal
forestry in forest management in the
region with the theme, Partnership
Opportunities with Indian Forestry: A
Tribal Perspective.

The conference will take place
October 5-7 at the Northern Quest
Casino near Spokane, Wash., and will
include indoor sessions as well as an
evening networking social that will
feature a student poster session.

“To fully engage and serve society,
the forestry community must aspire to
transforming itself to better reflect the
diversity of the population at large.”

(Sharik et al. 2015, Berkley Summit
on Forest Education)

These words will be transformed
into action during the conference with
topics that include:

• An overview of the Indian Forest
Management Assessment Team III
Report.

• A panel discussion by SAF and
tribal leaders on developing partner-
ships for forest management.

• Collaborative case study presenta-
tions from Alaska, Washington, and
Montana.

• A Broader Look at Natural
Resource Management that includes
presentations on First Foods and
Tribal Fisheries Programs.

• Workforce Development subtheme
to include presentations from: Terry
Sharik, Michigan Tech University;
Adrian Leighton, Salish Kootenai
College; Keith Blatner, Washington
State University; and Randall
Rosenberger, Oregon State University.

• Expanding Skills and Technology
session on the following topics:

Identifying Niche Markets, Ivan Eastin,
University of Washington; Uses of
Culturally Significant Forest Products,
Shirod Younker, Coquille Tribe; Warm
Springs Unmanned Aerial Systems
FAA-approved Test Range, Aurolyn
Stwyer, Warm Springs Venture; and
Android Forestry Apps, Chris Schnepf,
University of Idaho.

The conference is presented by the
ITC, SAF Northwest Office, and the
Oregon, Washington State, Inland
Empire, and Alaska Societies. The cost
for the conference is $250 if signed up
by September 26.

For additional information, includ-
ing full agenda and registration, visit
www.forestry.org/iesaf/Workshops/
TribalForestry2016/ or call the SAF
Northwest Office at 503-224-8046.  ◆

October Conference to Focus on
Tribal Perspectives

F

BY DON HANLEY

hirty-seven Washington State SAF
members came together in August

to honor the newest group of Golden
Members in our Society. A Golden
Member is an SAF member with 50
years of membership. Stories and rem-
inisces of forestry past were highlights
of the event. WSSAF currently has 94
Golden members, of which 16 attend-
ed the event.

Honoring our most senior mem-
bers at a luncheon started about a
decade ago with the South Puget
Sound Chapter honoring their own.
This is the third year that the celebra-
tion was open to all WSSAF members.
The event was underwritten by the
South Puget Sound Chapter.

Three members attained Golden
membership this year: Jerry Behm,
William Horn, and John Gorman.
Congratulations to all three. Behm
and Horn attended and provided a
few words to the group on what SAF
membership means to them.  

The luncheon was primarily a
social event augmented by WSSAF
announcements delivered by John
Walkowiak, WSSAF chair, and a pres-
entation by our invited speaker, Loren
Hiner, on the Tree Farm Program’s
75th anniversary celebration.  

The luncheon was a perfect time to
announce that Tom Hanson is a new
SAF Fellow. Tom received a certificate
from John Walkowiak.

For additional information and
photos, visit www.forestry.org/
washington/.  ◆

Don Hanley serves as WSSAF
Membership chair. He can be reached
at dhanley618@gmail.com.

Honoring 50 Years of SAF

T



PNW Reforestation Council annual
meeting, Oct. 4, Vancouver, WA. Contact:
WFCA.

SAF and Intertribal Timber Council
Conference: Partnership Opportuni-
ties with Indian Forestry: A Tribal
Perspective, Oct. 5-7, Northern Quest
Casino, Spokane, WA. Contact: Melinda
Olson, 503-224-8046, admin@forestry.org,
www.forestry.org/iesaf/Workshops/Tribal
Forestry2016/.

The Hagenstein Lectures, Oct. 9,
World Forestry Center, Portland, OR.
Contact: Rick Zenn, 503-488-2103,
rzenn@worldforestry.org, www.hagen-
steinlectures.org/.

Scaling for Non-Scalers, Oct. 12,
Springfield, OR. Contact: WFCA.

Pacific Salmonids: Ecology and
Spawning Habitat Restoration
(Courses 1 and 2), Oct. 17-21, Kirkland,
WA. Contact: NWETC.

SAF Job Fair, Oct. 18, OSU Campus,
Corvallis, OR. Contact: Brooke Clair, 541-
737-1593, brooke.clair@oregonstate.edu.

CESCL: Certified Erosion and
Sediment Control Lead Training,
Oct. 18-19, Port Orchard, WA. Contact:
NWETC.

Alaska Forest Association—59th
Annual Convention, Oct. 19-21,
Anchorage, AK. Contact: 907-225-6114, afa@
akforest.org, www.akforest.org/events.htm.

Emerging Contaminants Workshop,
Oct. 20, Anchorage, AK. Contact: NWETC.

National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA): Writing the Perfect
EA/FONSI or EIS, Oct. 25-26 in
Anchorage, AK, or Dec. 13-14 in Tigard, OR.
Contact: NEWTC.

Advanced NEPA—Taking the
National Environmental Policy Act
to the Next Level, Oct. 27 in
Anchorage, AK, or Dec. 15 in Tigard, OR.
Contact: NWETC.

Habitat Site Restoration, Nov. 2-3,
Anchorage, AK. Contact: NWETC.

SAF National Convention, Nov. 2-6,
Madison, WI. Contact: 1-866-897-8720,
membership@safnet.org, www.xcd-
system.com/safconference/website/.

Visualizing and Analyzing
Environmental Data with R, Dec. 7-8
in Tigard, OR. Contact: NWETC.

ArcGIS 10: An Introduction to
Environmental Applications, Dec. 13-
15, Bellingham, WA. Contact: NWETC.

OSAF/WSSAF Leadership
Conference, Feb. 3-4, 2017, Oregon
Garden Resort, Silverton, OR. Contact: Lori
Rasor, 503-224-8046, rasor@safnwo.org.

WSSAF annual meeting, joint with
Washington Chapter of The Wildlife
Society, March 28-31, Yakima Convention
Center, Yakima, WA. Contact: John
Walkowiak, jewalkowiak@harbornet.com, or
Wendy Sammarco, wpsam29@gmail.com.

2017 Oregon SAF annual meeting,
April 27-29, Tigard Embassy Suites, Tigard,
OR. Contact: Bob Deal, 503-808-2015,
rdeal@fs.fed.us.
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Calendar of Events

Contact Information
NWETC: Northwest Environmental
Training Center, 1445 NW Mall St., Suite
4, Issaquah, WA 98027, 425-270-3274,
https://nwetc.org.

WFCA: Western Forestry and
Conservation Association, 4033 SW
Canyon Rd., Portland, OR 97221, 503-
226-4562, richard@westernforestry.org,
www.westernforestry.org.

Send calendar items to the editor at
rasor@safnwo.org.

LORENZ
FORESTRY
CHUCK LORENZ, CF 1770

Forest Management Planning &
Operations, Inventory, Valuation

for over 40 years

c_4str@yahoo.com

360-951-0117
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Robert Morris Thompson
1921-2016

Robert Morris Thompson passed away
April 7, 2016, in Vancouver, Wash. He was
born December 4, 1921, in Natick, Mass., to
Harold and Frieda Small Thompson. He was
raised in the town of Wellesley, Mass. While
studying forestry at the University of Maine,
he took a summer trip to the west coast
with some friends. After seeing the large
trees in Oregon he decided right then that
he wanted to spend his career there. 

His studies were interrupted by World
War II during which he served as a US
Navy pilot and instructor. After the war he
returned to complete his degree in civil
engineering. He then moved his family to
Oregon to begin a career spanning 50 years
as a professional engineer, forester, and
surveyor. They lived in several small timber
towns before settling in Grants Pass where

he lived over 40 years before retiring to
Florence, Ore. He was a life member of
Professional Engineers of Oregon and the
Society of American Foresters. He served
on the Grants Pass water board and the
Oregon Board of Engineering examiners.
He was active in Dale Carnegie Alumni,
BPO Elks, and Professional Land Surveyors
of Oregon. He enjoyed hiking, camping,
backpacking, and music.

He is survived by daughters Mariane
Brightbill (Jay), Maxine Thompson, and
Debra Thompson, and son Eric Thompson
(Phyllis). 

He was preceded in death by son
Robert B. Thompson, his first wife Mary,
and his second wife Rose. No public serv-
ice will be held. Cremation has taken place
and per his request his remains will be
scattered in the forests he so loved.

Morris “Mo” Bergman
1923-2016

Mo passed away peacefully on June 28,
2016, after a cascade of health events fol-
lowing a recent fall. Born in Portland, Ore.,
April 2, 1923, to Swedish immigrant par-
ents, he spent his formative years in

Portland and North Bonneville, Wash.,
graduating from Stephens High School. His
time at Oregon State University was inter-
rupted by his service in the European the-
ater during World War II. In 1950 he gradu-
ated from the University of Washington
with a Bachelor of Science in forestry.
Following graduation he worked briefly for
several companies before settling with
Willamette Industries for 39 years of enjoy-
able employment. With the support of the
company, he began the now-common
practice of fertilizing the forests. 

An avid reader, Mo enjoyed hiking, bik-
ing, and playing bridge. He loved traveling
with his wife, Dorothy, and visiting rela-
tives and the Lincoln City beach house
with its magnificent coastal views. Mo is
forever grateful for the care daughter
Nancy provided in his later years. He is
preceded in death by his son Chris and his
brother David. He is survived by his wife
Dorothy, of 63 years, and daughter. 

He was proud to be associated with the
following organizations throughout his
career: Society of American Foresters,
Western Forestry and Conservation
Association, Oregon Small Woodlands
Association, a member of the Salem
District Advisory Board for the Bureau of
Land Management, Forest Industries
Telecommunications, Oregonians for Food
and Shelter, and Boy Scout Troop Salem
Chapter at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church. He was an SAF Fellow.

Donations in Mo’s name can be made
to Cascade Pacific Council Boy Scouts of
America, 2145 SW Naito Pkwy., Portland,
OR 97201; Oregon Small Woodlands
Association, “Sharpening Our Edge” fund
drive, 187 High St. NE #208, Salem, OR
97301; or World Forestry Center, 4033 SW
Canyon Rd., Portland, OR 97221.

James H. Richardson
1928-2016

James Hollins “Jim” Richardson, long-
time Alaska resident, died on Jan. 3, 2016,
in Coupeville, Wash., three weeks after
moving to Washington from Alaska. He was
born in Alton, Ill., on Aug. 16, 1928. Raised
in Texas, Jim attended Oregon State
College where he graduated with a degree
in forest management. It was there he met
his wife-to-be, Muriel, generally known as
“Pinkie.” The two were married in 1950
and the couple celebrated their 65th
anniversary in 2015. 

Shortly after college, Jim was drafted to
serve in the Korean War and spent 1952 in
Korea in the infantry. Upon returning
home, he went to work as a forester for the
Bureau of Land Management. His career
took him to Salem, Eugene, and Roseburg,
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Ore., then to Anchorage, Alaska. Though he
arrived in Alaska in January 1964, his fami-
ly joined him on March 27 of that year,
arriving just two hours before the Good
Friday Earthquake. 

One of the major projects of Jim’s retire-
ment was his work as chairman of the
committee to form the Kenai Mountains-
Turnagain Arm (KMTA) National Heritage
Area. From the seed of an idea through
nearly a dozen years of research and com-
mittee work, as well as several trips to
lobby Congress and the congressional del-
egation, eventually the KMTA National
Heritage Area bill was signed into law in
2009 by President Obama. Only the second
such area in the western United States and
the first in Alaska, this scenic corridor
highlight historic and culturally important
transportation routes such as native trails,
the original Iditarod trail, the Alaska
Railroad, and the Seward Highway. 

Jim was an avid skier, hiker, and fisher-
man. He was a longtime supporter of
Camp Fire Alaska, beginning with con-
struction and dock maintenance at Camp
K and continuing as a board member and
president. He was a member of the First
Congregational Church, a Fellow of the
Society of American Foresters, and an
active member of the Cooper Landing Sexy
Senior Dumpster Cleaners. 

He is survived by his wife, Muriel
“Pinkie” Richardson; daughters, Katy
McKinney and Brit Ritchey; and three
grandchildren. He was predeceased by his
oldest daughter, Suzanne Richardson Curtis. 

Contributions in Jim’s memory may be
made to Camp Fire Alaska, 161 Klevin
Street, Anchorage, AK 99508 or online at
campfireak.org. 

William “Bill” Overdorff, Jr.
1932-2016

Bill Overdorff died suddenly on July 22,
2016, in Brownsville, Ore., one week short of
his 84th birthday. He was born to Jessie
(Olson) and William Roy Overdorff, Sr. in
Washington, DC on July 30, 1932. The family
moved while he was quite young to Grand
Island, Neb., which was where he grew up.
After he graduated from high school, he
attended the University of Montana in
Missoula, earning a forestry degree.

He moved to Juneau, Alaska, to work for
the US Forest Service, and there he met
Dolores (Dodie) Bennett. They married in
1957 and moved to Petersburg, Alaska,
where a year later, their first child, KrieAnn,
was born. He was then transferred back to
Juneau where son Eric, and then Jodie
completed their family. They all enjoyed
the Alaskan lifestyle of boating, camping,
and fishing, and Bill also enjoyed hunting

trips every fall. After a brief transfer to
Anchorage in 1965, they returned to
Juneau for several years, and then back to
Petersburg, where he finished out his 30-
year career with the Forest Service, retiring
at the age of 52.

He and Dodie divorced in 1977, and the
next year he met and married Helen Wills
Montgomery. They lived in Juneau for
some time until she became ill, and moved
to Silverton, Ore. They were married for 17
years until her death in 1995.

Bill remained in Oregon and some years
later while in Sweet Home, he met Elaine
Darling; they married in 2001. They moved
to Pacific City and lived there for several
years until they relocated to Lincoln City in
2011. Bill did some traveling in the early
years after he retired. As he grew older, he
enjoyed staying home with a good book
and a cozy fire. He always denied being a
good cook, but he did like to putter in the

kitchen, and he was known for his corned
beef dinner. He was a man with a dry sense
of humor and a gruff exterior, which hid
his soft heart.

Bill is survived by his wife, Elaine
Darling-Overdorff, his ex-wife Dodie
Overdorff, and his children: KrieAnn Kudar
(Lincoln City), Eric and Kelly Overdorff
(Petersburg, Alaska), and Jodie and Peter
Brandt (Joseph, Ore). He has six grandchil-
dren. His ashes will be laid to rest in the
Petersburg Memorial Cemetery in Alaska. 

William Kreiter Ferrell
1919-2016

William Ferrell died peacefully at mid-
night on the Summer Solstice of his 97th
year—Monday, June 20, 2016. He was with
family at Lydia’s House, the memory care
unit of the Mennonite Village in Albany,
Oregon. ◆
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Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

Clean Water Act. On May 31, the
Supreme Court unanimously ruled that
private landowners may challenge a
federal agency’s conclusion that a given
piece of land is subject to regulation
under the Clean Water Act, providing
landowners with a greater ability to
determine whether their property is
subject to federal regulation and to
challenge potentially overbroad asser-
tions of jurisdiction.

Wood Pellet Plant in North Idaho
May Reopen. A Pocatello-based com-
pany wants to operate a wood pellet
plant in northern Idaho that has been
closed since 1981. The Moscow-Pullman
Daily News reports that Centennial
Renewable Energy Solutions LLC has
been working with the city of Potlatch
for more than a year in hopes of taking
over the former Potlatch Mill. The facility
would create pellets from residual wood
scraps and sawdust from area mills. CEO
Rick Fawcett says the company would
hire 35 people to work at the facility and
though they have not signed a purchase
agreement to take over the mill, they
have identified the site of the potential
business. Centennial Renewable Energy
submitted a request for a permit to con-
struct to the Idaho Department of
Environmental Quality in July.

Check out SAF’s July 2016
Issues & Advocacy issue at
http://conta.cc/29XIjPY. National SAF
Policy team John Barnwell and Danielle
Watson provided several points on the
wildfire funding and forest manage-
ment discussion draft released by the
Senate Energy and Natural Resource
Committee; see also their comments on
the EPA decision on forest roads. Key
provisions: 

• Wildfire Disaster Funding: Allows
access to limited disaster funding when

all appropriated suppression funding
(100% of the 10-year average) has been
exhausted.

• Wildfire risk reduction projects: In
years when suppression funds are not
exhausted, excess funds would be avail-
able for a variety of wildfire risk reduc-
tion projects.

• Community planning assistance:
Authorization language to use available
funds to assist at-risk communities in
planning and preparing for wildfires.

• Abbreviated environmental analy-
sis: Allows an action/no-action analysis
under the National Environmental
Policy Act for forest management activi-
ties that are established through a col-
laborative process or are covered by a
Community Wildfire Protection Plan
and meet a variety of criteria.

• Tongass National Forest Plan
amendment: Requires a comprehensive
inventory of young growth before any
forest plan amendments are finalized.

• Pilot program for forest types sus-
ceptible to megafires: Authorizes accel-
erated hazardous fuels reduction proj-
ects on ponderosa pine and dry-site,
mixed conifer forests by providing alter-
native arrangements for project
approvals.

• National wildland firefighting cre-
dential: Requires agencies to work with
states to certify firefighting aircraft, per-
sonnel, and support equipment in
advance of the fire season.

• Use of unmanned aircraft systems:
Encourages deployment of available
and emerging technologies on wildfires
including drones and GPS.

House FY 2017 Spending Bill
Unveiled. The House Appropriations
Committee recently released its FY 2017
Interior and Environment Appropria-
tions bill, which includes funding for the
US Forest Service (USFS) and Depart-
ment of the Interior (DOI). Overall num-
bers: USFS: $5.3 billion, with over half of
the funds going to wildland fire preven-
tion and suppression; Bureau of Land
Management (BLM): $2.1 billion, a
decrease of $10 million below the FY
2016 enacted level.

Wildfire suppression and prevention:
$3.9 billion for USFS and DOI:

• Fully funds the 10-year average of
suppression costs;

• Increases hazardous fuels manage-
ment by $30 million;

• Does not implement any of the
budgeting changes to allow for access

to disaster funds, prevent transfers from
other programs, and address the ero-
sion of agency budgets due to the rap-
idly increasing 10-year average.

Specific Programs:
Research & Development: $291.98

million 
• Level funding from FY 2016
• SAF ask: $303 million
Forest Inventory & Analysis: $77 mil-

lion
• Up $2 million from FY 2016
• SAF ask: $83 million
Joint Fire Science: $6.9 million 
• Up $3 million from the President’s

request
• SAF ask: $6.9 million
BLM Oregon & California Grant

Lands: $106.98 million
• Down $6.79 million from FY 2016
• SAF ask: $113.77 million

For all of the preceding entries,
contact: Dennis Becker, drbecker@
uidaho.edu.

OSAF Members Help Host Tour
for Public Leaders. In July, a team of
state and local forestry professionals led
an all-day field tour in Douglas County
for state legislators and other public
leaders. The Oregon Forest Resources
Institute was the lead sponsor and
organizer of the tour. OSAF was a co-
sponsor, and throughout the day, SAF
members played a prominent role in
presenting current information and sci-
ence-based concepts for managing
both public and private forestlands in
the region. Notably, the tour and dis-
cussion topics focused on timely and
often controversial forestry issues,
including clearcutting, pesticide use,
and variable retention regeneration
harvest on BLM O&C lands in Oregon.
OSAF leaders helped address the con-
troversial topics by highlighting and
discussing key points from several
OSAF position statements, including
“Commercial Timber Harvest on Public
Lands in Oregon,” “Clearcutting,” and
“Using Pesticides on Forest Lands”
(available at www.forestry.org/oregon/
policy/position/).

Over 20 public leaders from western
Oregon attended the tour, including
eight state legislators, three legislative
and congressional staffers, four state
house candidates, and five county com-
missioners. Importantly, over half of the
legislators on the tour were from the
greater Portland and north Willamette
Valley area, where a large voting bloc of

22 WESTERN FORESTER  ◆ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2016

Policy Scoreboard



urban and suburban constituents
resides. One of these legislators, Brad
Witt, currently chairs the House
Agriculture and Natural Resources
Committee, and several others stressed
the value of the tour and the need for
more legislators to attend such forestry
learning events. The latter points were
among the tour highlights featured in
newspaper and TV stories by reporters
who also attended the tour. Contact:
Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com. 

OSAF Submits Comment Letter
on BLM Western Oregon EIS and
RMP. In June, OSAF sent a comment
letter to the BLM about its final EIS and
proposed Resource Management Plan
(RMP) for the western Oregon O&C
Lands. The letter does not represent a
formal protest in the RMP update
process, but it notes that many con-
cerns raised by OSAF in its original
comments about the draft EIS (submit-
ted August 2015) persist in the pro-
posed RMP. Thus, the OSAF letter con-
tinues to stress the need for, and value
of, active and flexible management to
achieve diverse resource objectives ver-
sus fixed land allocations where man-
agement is greatly and indefinitely
restricted. Similarly, OSAF remains con-
cerned about the overly prescriptive
nature of the proposed RMP, whereby
forestry professionals are unduly
restricted in applying their local expert-
ise and experience to manage unique
and diverse landscapes and site condi-
tions. A more specific, related issue is
the major restriction on post-distur-
bance (wildfire, etc.) salvage harvesting
in reserve areas, despite the loss of orig-
inal environmental features and func-
tions and the questionable restoration
of such benefits where management
continues to be highly limited. Contact:
Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com. 

SAF Welcomes EPA Decision on
Forest Roads. On July 5, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
published its Notice of Decision not to
regulate forest roads discharges under
the Clean Water Act (CWA). With this
decision, EPA once again affirms that
state-level Best Management Practices
(BMPs) and related federal and private
sector programs are the most effective
means to address stormwater runoff
from forest roads. This long-awaited

decision responds to the remand in
Environmental Defense Center, Inc. v.
U.S. EPA, 344 F.2d 832 (9th Cir. 2003)
that required EPA to consider whether
the CWA requires additional regulations
for stormwater discharges from forest
roads.

In its public statement, EPA explained
that “efforts to help strengthen existing
programs would be more effective in
further addressing forest road dis-

charges than superimposing an addi-
tional federal regulatory layer over
them.”

SAF has long
been committed to
this issue. Contact:
John Barnwell,
barnwellj@
safnet.org. ◆
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his is an election year—for the
nation, of course, but also for the

Society of American Foresters. In
October you’ll have the opportunity to
help shape SAF’s future by electing a
vice-president for 2017 (who will
become president in 2018) and four
voting districts, including Oregon’s
District 2, will elect board members for
three-year terms. See the September
issue of The Forestry Source for infor-
mation about the candidates. In addi-
tion to these national offices, several
state societies in our region will hold
elections this fall. These ballots will
come directly from your local SAF
unit; they won’t be included with the
national ballots this year.

National ballots will be distributed
via email to members who have email

addresses on file, and by regular mail
to those who don’t. Ballots must be
received by SAF on or before October
31.

Says SAF CEO Matt Menashes:
“The people who serve on SAF’s
board are the key to both effective
not-for-profit governance and ensur-
ing that we meet our mission. The
board is responsible to you and the
forestry and natural resources com-
munity we serve. I urge you to study
the candidates’ vision statements and
background information and then
cast your vote for those who you
believe are best qualified to keep SAF
strong and growing. We greatly appre-
ciate you participating in the election
and helping make SAF a great profes-
sional society.” ◆

Watch Your Inbox for National
Election Information

T
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