
Editor’s Note: To keep SAF members
informed of state society policy activities,
Policy Scoreboard is a regular feature in the
Western Forester. The intent is to provide a
brief explanation of the policy activity—you
are encouraged to follow up with the listed
contact person for detailed information.

Clean Water Act. On May 31, the
Supreme Court unanimously ruled that
private landowners may challenge a
federal agency’s conclusion that a given
piece of land is subject to regulation
under the Clean Water Act, providing
landowners with a greater ability to
determine whether their property is
subject to federal regulation and to
challenge potentially overbroad asser-
tions of jurisdiction.

Wood Pellet Plant in North Idaho
May Reopen. A Pocatello-based com-
pany wants to operate a wood pellet
plant in northern Idaho that has been
closed since 1981. The Moscow-Pullman
Daily News reports that Centennial
Renewable Energy Solutions LLC has
been working with the city of Potlatch
for more than a year in hopes of taking
over the former Potlatch Mill. The facility
would create pellets from residual wood
scraps and sawdust from area mills. CEO
Rick Fawcett says the company would
hire 35 people to work at the facility and
though they have not signed a purchase
agreement to take over the mill, they
have identified the site of the potential
business. Centennial Renewable Energy
submitted a request for a permit to con-
struct to the Idaho Department of
Environmental Quality in July.

Check out SAF’s July 2016
Issues & Advocacy issue at
http://conta.cc/29XIjPY. National SAF
Policy team John Barnwell and Danielle
Watson provided several points on the
wildfire funding and forest manage-
ment discussion draft released by the
Senate Energy and Natural Resource
Committee; see also their comments on
the EPA decision on forest roads. Key
provisions: 

• Wildfire Disaster Funding: Allows
access to limited disaster funding when

all appropriated suppression funding
(100% of the 10-year average) has been
exhausted.

• Wildfire risk reduction projects: In
years when suppression funds are not
exhausted, excess funds would be avail-
able for a variety of wildfire risk reduc-
tion projects.

• Community planning assistance:
Authorization language to use available
funds to assist at-risk communities in
planning and preparing for wildfires.

• Abbreviated environmental analy-
sis: Allows an action/no-action analysis
under the National Environmental
Policy Act for forest management activi-
ties that are established through a col-
laborative process or are covered by a
Community Wildfire Protection Plan
and meet a variety of criteria.

• Tongass National Forest Plan
amendment: Requires a comprehensive
inventory of young growth before any
forest plan amendments are finalized.

• Pilot program for forest types sus-
ceptible to megafires: Authorizes accel-
erated hazardous fuels reduction proj-
ects on ponderosa pine and dry-site,
mixed conifer forests by providing alter-
native arrangements for project
approvals.

• National wildland firefighting cre-
dential: Requires agencies to work with
states to certify firefighting aircraft, per-
sonnel, and support equipment in
advance of the fire season.

• Use of unmanned aircraft systems:
Encourages deployment of available
and emerging technologies on wildfires
including drones and GPS.

House FY 2017 Spending Bill
Unveiled. The House Appropriations
Committee recently released its FY 2017
Interior and Environment Appropria-
tions bill, which includes funding for the
US Forest Service (USFS) and Depart-
ment of the Interior (DOI). Overall num-
bers: USFS: $5.3 billion, with over half of
the funds going to wildland fire preven-
tion and suppression; Bureau of Land
Management (BLM): $2.1 billion, a
decrease of $10 million below the FY
2016 enacted level.

Wildfire suppression and prevention:
$3.9 billion for USFS and DOI:

• Fully funds the 10-year average of
suppression costs;

• Increases hazardous fuels manage-
ment by $30 million;

• Does not implement any of the
budgeting changes to allow for access

to disaster funds, prevent transfers from
other programs, and address the ero-
sion of agency budgets due to the rap-
idly increasing 10-year average.

Specific Programs:
Research & Development: $291.98

million 
• Level funding from FY 2016
• SAF ask: $303 million
Forest Inventory & Analysis: $77 mil-

lion
• Up $2 million from FY 2016
• SAF ask: $83 million
Joint Fire Science: $6.9 million 
• Up $3 million from the President’s

request
• SAF ask: $6.9 million
BLM Oregon & California Grant

Lands: $106.98 million
• Down $6.79 million from FY 2016
• SAF ask: $113.77 million

For all of the preceding entries,
contact: Dennis Becker, drbecker@
uidaho.edu.

OSAF Members Help Host Tour
for Public Leaders. In July, a team of
state and local forestry professionals led
an all-day field tour in Douglas County
for state legislators and other public
leaders. The Oregon Forest Resources
Institute was the lead sponsor and
organizer of the tour. OSAF was a co-
sponsor, and throughout the day, SAF
members played a prominent role in
presenting current information and sci-
ence-based concepts for managing
both public and private forestlands in
the region. Notably, the tour and dis-
cussion topics focused on timely and
often controversial forestry issues,
including clearcutting, pesticide use,
and variable retention regeneration
harvest on BLM O&C lands in Oregon.
OSAF leaders helped address the con-
troversial topics by highlighting and
discussing key points from several
OSAF position statements, including
“Commercial Timber Harvest on Public
Lands in Oregon,” “Clearcutting,” and
“Using Pesticides on Forest Lands”
(available at www.forestry.org/oregon/
policy/position/).

Over 20 public leaders from western
Oregon attended the tour, including
eight state legislators, three legislative
and congressional staffers, four state
house candidates, and five county com-
missioners. Importantly, over half of the
legislators on the tour were from the
greater Portland and north Willamette
Valley area, where a large voting bloc of
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urban and suburban constituents
resides. One of these legislators, Brad
Witt, currently chairs the House
Agriculture and Natural Resources
Committee, and several others stressed
the value of the tour and the need for
more legislators to attend such forestry
learning events. The latter points were
among the tour highlights featured in
newspaper and TV stories by reporters
who also attended the tour. Contact:
Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com. 

OSAF Submits Comment Letter
on BLM Western Oregon EIS and
RMP. In June, OSAF sent a comment
letter to the BLM about its final EIS and
proposed Resource Management Plan
(RMP) for the western Oregon O&C
Lands. The letter does not represent a
formal protest in the RMP update
process, but it notes that many con-
cerns raised by OSAF in its original
comments about the draft EIS (submit-
ted August 2015) persist in the pro-
posed RMP. Thus, the OSAF letter con-
tinues to stress the need for, and value
of, active and flexible management to
achieve diverse resource objectives ver-
sus fixed land allocations where man-
agement is greatly and indefinitely
restricted. Similarly, OSAF remains con-
cerned about the overly prescriptive
nature of the proposed RMP, whereby
forestry professionals are unduly
restricted in applying their local expert-
ise and experience to manage unique
and diverse landscapes and site condi-
tions. A more specific, related issue is
the major restriction on post-distur-
bance (wildfire, etc.) salvage harvesting
in reserve areas, despite the loss of orig-
inal environmental features and func-
tions and the questionable restoration
of such benefits where management
continues to be highly limited. Contact:
Paul Adams, OSAF Policy chair,
adamspaulw@gmail.com. 

SAF Welcomes EPA Decision on
Forest Roads. On July 5, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
published its Notice of Decision not to
regulate forest roads discharges under
the Clean Water Act (CWA). With this
decision, EPA once again affirms that
state-level Best Management Practices
(BMPs) and related federal and private
sector programs are the most effective
means to address stormwater runoff
from forest roads. This long-awaited

decision responds to the remand in
Environmental Defense Center, Inc. v.
U.S. EPA, 344 F.2d 832 (9th Cir. 2003)
that required EPA to consider whether
the CWA requires additional regulations
for stormwater discharges from forest
roads.

In its public statement, EPA explained
that “efforts to help strengthen existing
programs would be more effective in
further addressing forest road dis-

charges than superimposing an addi-
tional federal regulatory layer over
them.”

SAF has long
been committed to
this issue. Contact:
John Barnwell,
barnwellj@
safnet.org. ◆
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his is an election year—for the
nation, of course, but also for the

Society of American Foresters. In
October you’ll have the opportunity to
help shape SAF’s future by electing a
vice-president for 2017 (who will
become president in 2018) and four
voting districts, including Oregon’s
District 2, will elect board members for
three-year terms. See the September
issue of The Forestry Source for infor-
mation about the candidates. In addi-
tion to these national offices, several
state societies in our region will hold
elections this fall. These ballots will
come directly from your local SAF
unit; they won’t be included with the
national ballots this year.

National ballots will be distributed
via email to members who have email

addresses on file, and by regular mail
to those who don’t. Ballots must be
received by SAF on or before October
31.

Says SAF CEO Matt Menashes:
“The people who serve on SAF’s
board are the key to both effective
not-for-profit governance and ensur-
ing that we meet our mission. The
board is responsible to you and the
forestry and natural resources com-
munity we serve. I urge you to study
the candidates’ vision statements and
background information and then
cast your vote for those who you
believe are best qualified to keep SAF
strong and growing. We greatly appre-
ciate you participating in the election
and helping make SAF a great profes-
sional society.” ◆

Watch Your Inbox for National
Election Information
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