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Robert Morris Thompson
1921-2016

Robert Morris Thompson passed away
April 7, 2016, in Vancouver, Wash. He was
born December 4, 1921, in Natick, Mass., to
Harold and Frieda Small Thompson. He was
raised in the town of Wellesley, Mass. While
studying forestry at the University of Maine,
he took a summer trip to the west coast
with some friends. After seeing the large
trees in Oregon he decided right then that
he wanted to spend his career there. 

His studies were interrupted by World
War II during which he served as a US
Navy pilot and instructor. After the war he
returned to complete his degree in civil
engineering. He then moved his family to
Oregon to begin a career spanning 50 years
as a professional engineer, forester, and
surveyor. They lived in several small timber
towns before settling in Grants Pass where

he lived over 40 years before retiring to
Florence, Ore. He was a life member of
Professional Engineers of Oregon and the
Society of American Foresters. He served
on the Grants Pass water board and the
Oregon Board of Engineering examiners.
He was active in Dale Carnegie Alumni,
BPO Elks, and Professional Land Surveyors
of Oregon. He enjoyed hiking, camping,
backpacking, and music.

He is survived by daughters Mariane
Brightbill (Jay), Maxine Thompson, and
Debra Thompson, and son Eric Thompson
(Phyllis). 

He was preceded in death by son
Robert B. Thompson, his first wife Mary,
and his second wife Rose. No public serv-
ice will be held. Cremation has taken place
and per his request his remains will be
scattered in the forests he so loved.

Morris “Mo” Bergman
1923-2016

Mo passed away peacefully on June 28,
2016, after a cascade of health events fol-
lowing a recent fall. Born in Portland, Ore.,
April 2, 1923, to Swedish immigrant par-
ents, he spent his formative years in

Portland and North Bonneville, Wash.,
graduating from Stephens High School. His
time at Oregon State University was inter-
rupted by his service in the European the-
ater during World War II. In 1950 he gradu-
ated from the University of Washington
with a Bachelor of Science in forestry.
Following graduation he worked briefly for
several companies before settling with
Willamette Industries for 39 years of enjoy-
able employment. With the support of the
company, he began the now-common
practice of fertilizing the forests. 

An avid reader, Mo enjoyed hiking, bik-
ing, and playing bridge. He loved traveling
with his wife, Dorothy, and visiting rela-
tives and the Lincoln City beach house
with its magnificent coastal views. Mo is
forever grateful for the care daughter
Nancy provided in his later years. He is
preceded in death by his son Chris and his
brother David. He is survived by his wife
Dorothy, of 63 years, and daughter. 

He was proud to be associated with the
following organizations throughout his
career: Society of American Foresters,
Western Forestry and Conservation
Association, Oregon Small Woodlands
Association, a member of the Salem
District Advisory Board for the Bureau of
Land Management, Forest Industries
Telecommunications, Oregonians for Food
and Shelter, and Boy Scout Troop Salem
Chapter at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church. He was an SAF Fellow.

Donations in Mo’s name can be made
to Cascade Pacific Council Boy Scouts of
America, 2145 SW Naito Pkwy., Portland,
OR 97201; Oregon Small Woodlands
Association, “Sharpening Our Edge” fund
drive, 187 High St. NE #208, Salem, OR
97301; or World Forestry Center, 4033 SW
Canyon Rd., Portland, OR 97221.

James H. Richardson
1928-2016

James Hollins “Jim” Richardson, long-
time Alaska resident, died on Jan. 3, 2016,
in Coupeville, Wash., three weeks after
moving to Washington from Alaska. He was
born in Alton, Ill., on Aug. 16, 1928. Raised
in Texas, Jim attended Oregon State
College where he graduated with a degree
in forest management. It was there he met
his wife-to-be, Muriel, generally known as
“Pinkie.” The two were married in 1950
and the couple celebrated their 65th
anniversary in 2015. 

Shortly after college, Jim was drafted to
serve in the Korean War and spent 1952 in
Korea in the infantry. Upon returning
home, he went to work as a forester for the
Bureau of Land Management. His career
took him to Salem, Eugene, and Roseburg,
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Ore., then to Anchorage, Alaska. Though he
arrived in Alaska in January 1964, his fami-
ly joined him on March 27 of that year,
arriving just two hours before the Good
Friday Earthquake. 

One of the major projects of Jim’s retire-
ment was his work as chairman of the
committee to form the Kenai Mountains-
Turnagain Arm (KMTA) National Heritage
Area. From the seed of an idea through
nearly a dozen years of research and com-
mittee work, as well as several trips to
lobby Congress and the congressional del-
egation, eventually the KMTA National
Heritage Area bill was signed into law in
2009 by President Obama. Only the second
such area in the western United States and
the first in Alaska, this scenic corridor
highlight historic and culturally important
transportation routes such as native trails,
the original Iditarod trail, the Alaska
Railroad, and the Seward Highway. 

Jim was an avid skier, hiker, and fisher-
man. He was a longtime supporter of
Camp Fire Alaska, beginning with con-
struction and dock maintenance at Camp
K and continuing as a board member and
president. He was a member of the First
Congregational Church, a Fellow of the
Society of American Foresters, and an
active member of the Cooper Landing Sexy
Senior Dumpster Cleaners. 

He is survived by his wife, Muriel
“Pinkie” Richardson; daughters, Katy
McKinney and Brit Ritchey; and three
grandchildren. He was predeceased by his
oldest daughter, Suzanne Richardson Curtis. 

Contributions in Jim’s memory may be
made to Camp Fire Alaska, 161 Klevin
Street, Anchorage, AK 99508 or online at
campfireak.org. 

William “Bill” Overdorff, Jr.
1932-2016

Bill Overdorff died suddenly on July 22,
2016, in Brownsville, Ore., one week short of
his 84th birthday. He was born to Jessie
(Olson) and William Roy Overdorff, Sr. in
Washington, DC on July 30, 1932. The family
moved while he was quite young to Grand
Island, Neb., which was where he grew up.
After he graduated from high school, he
attended the University of Montana in
Missoula, earning a forestry degree.

He moved to Juneau, Alaska, to work for
the US Forest Service, and there he met
Dolores (Dodie) Bennett. They married in
1957 and moved to Petersburg, Alaska,
where a year later, their first child, KrieAnn,
was born. He was then transferred back to
Juneau where son Eric, and then Jodie
completed their family. They all enjoyed
the Alaskan lifestyle of boating, camping,
and fishing, and Bill also enjoyed hunting

trips every fall. After a brief transfer to
Anchorage in 1965, they returned to
Juneau for several years, and then back to
Petersburg, where he finished out his 30-
year career with the Forest Service, retiring
at the age of 52.

He and Dodie divorced in 1977, and the
next year he met and married Helen Wills
Montgomery. They lived in Juneau for
some time until she became ill, and moved
to Silverton, Ore. They were married for 17
years until her death in 1995.

Bill remained in Oregon and some years
later while in Sweet Home, he met Elaine
Darling; they married in 2001. They moved
to Pacific City and lived there for several
years until they relocated to Lincoln City in
2011. Bill did some traveling in the early
years after he retired. As he grew older, he
enjoyed staying home with a good book
and a cozy fire. He always denied being a
good cook, but he did like to putter in the

kitchen, and he was known for his corned
beef dinner. He was a man with a dry sense
of humor and a gruff exterior, which hid
his soft heart.

Bill is survived by his wife, Elaine
Darling-Overdorff, his ex-wife Dodie
Overdorff, and his children: KrieAnn Kudar
(Lincoln City), Eric and Kelly Overdorff
(Petersburg, Alaska), and Jodie and Peter
Brandt (Joseph, Ore). He has six grandchil-
dren. His ashes will be laid to rest in the
Petersburg Memorial Cemetery in Alaska. 

William Kreiter Ferrell
1919-2016

William Ferrell died peacefully at mid-
night on the Summer Solstice of his 97th
year—Monday, June 20, 2016. He was with
family at Lydia’s House, the memory care
unit of the Mennonite Village in Albany,
Oregon. ◆
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