
2022 PNW LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

PNW FORESTRY 
LEADERSHIP: 
GROWING LEADERS

November 1-2, 2022
Virtual



Tuesday, November 1
Day 1

8:00 a.m. * Sam Cook - Welcome from SAF Leadership 

8:30  Leadership Academy Module #1 

10:00  Break 

10:15   Leadership Academy Module #2 

11:45  Lunch 

12:15 p.m. Jason Spadaro - Trust

1:15   Adjourn 

* All times are in Pacific Time.

The 2022 PNW Leadership Conference will be held in Zoom. 

Having trouble joining the Zoom meeting? 
For Zoom tech support contact Melinda Olson. Didn’t receive the email with the meeting 
links? Be sure to check your spam folder!



Wednesday, November 2
Day 2

8:00 a.m.  Welcome Back to Day 2 

8:15   Leadership Academy Module #3 

9:45   Break 

10:00   Lisa Gonzales-Kramer – Teamwork and Conflict 

11:00 Break 

11:15  Lisa Northrop - Communication 

12:15 p.m. Chris Maisch  “What Incoming SAF Leaders Need To Know” 

12:45   Closing Thoughts 

1:00   Adjourn 

Continuing Forestry Education Credits Protocol
The 2022 PNW Leadership Conference will be presented in a virtual for-
mat, and 8.0 Cat. 1 CFEs are available from SAF. 

At the conclusion of the leadership conference, attendees will fill out a brief 
survey to confirm their attendance. Attendance is required for both days to 
earn CFEs. 



Speaker Bios

Jason Spadaro, Executive Director, Washington Farm Protection Association
Jason has a bachelor’s degree in forest resources management from the University of 
Washington and a master’s degree in Business Administration from the University of 
Oregon. He has over 30 years of forest industry experience, nearly all with the fam-
ily-owned and vertically integrated SDS Lumber Company located on the Columbia 
River in the City of Bingen in Klickitat County, Washington. He began his career with 
SDS in 1990 as a forester and became President in 1998.  He has held numerous 
business and philanthropic leadership roles throughout his career, including president 
of the Board of Trustees at WFPA.  With the 2021 sale of SDS, he founded and be-
came president of Noble Forest Company, a forest industry consulting firm. He is a 
private forest and agricultural landowner/investor and president of several additional 
partnerships and business ventures in forestry and agriculture.  He and his family live 
in White Salmon, Washington. In addition to family and career, his interests include 
hunting, fishing, rodeo, and ski racing. He is passionate about forestry and promoting 
the values of well-managed forests.     

Sam Cook, Executive Director of Forest Assets and VP of the Natural Resources 
Foundation for the College of Natural Resources at North Carolina State Univer-
sity
Sam has made his mark on multiple aspects of forestry during his esteemed career. 
He coordinates the management of the forest assets owned or managed by the NC 
State Natural Resources Foundation, Inc. He was elected in 2021 to serve as the VP 
for the Society of American Forester’s Vice President starting in Jan. 2022. He also 
serves as a Board member for Tuskegee (AL.) University Dept. of Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences (former 2019-2021 President), World Forestry Center (vice 
president), (Portland, Oregon), Forest History Society (Durham, NC), and a Re-
source Committee Advisor for the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) (Washington, 
DC) - representing the Black Family Land Trust (NC/VA). In previous roles at both the
Center for Heirs Property Preservation (Director of Forestry) and as a private forestry
consultant, he has played an integral role in developing and implementing a system
of support that allows natural resource partners, forests, and other landowners of all
income levels to increase their forest sustainability and income through sustainable
forestry programs.



Virtual Participation
Internet connectivity is required in order to access the 
2022 PNW Leadership Conference. The sessions will 
take place in Zoom meetings. Attendees are solely 
responsible for the integrity of their internet connection 
and electronic equipment function. We recommend 
downloading the Zoom application in advance from www.
zoom.com. Each registrant will receive a Zoom link via 
email and are discouraged from sharing their individual 
login information. Please note: A webcam is required for 
presenters but not for attendees.  

Questions about the Presentation?
Use the Questions and Answer (Q&A) button in Zoom to 
ask a question! Look for the toolbar at the top or bottom 
of your screen. Need general help or need to send a 
message to organizers? Use the chat button and type 
your message. 

Consent Clause
Registration, attendance at, or participation in the 2022 
PNW Leadership Conference constitutes an agreement 
by the registrant to the use and distribution (both now 
and in the future) of the registrant or attendee’s image, 
voice, and/ or virtual meeting chat messages in photo-
graphs and audio/video recordings for SAF’s educational 
outreach and promotion of event and SAF as an organi-
zation.  

SAF reserves the right to record entire presentations. 
SAF’s use and distribution of recordings is contingent 
upon presenter approval and not attendee approval

Lisa Gonzales-Kramer, Director Program Management, Reforestation at Drone-
Seed
Lisa worked as Project Manager for the Cuyamaca Rancho State Park Reforestation 
Project, a California State Parks’ initiative to restore the native mixed conifer forest 
at the headwaters of three San Diego County watersheds. Initiated after the 2003 
Cedar Fire burned 10,000 acres of sky island forests, the iconic project is restoring 
watershed function and important habitat for mountain lions, bald and golden eagles 
and other rare and sensitive floral and faunal species. Lisa led this forest carbon 
project from development through rigorous third-party verification and registration to 
become the first forest carbon project on public lands to be registered with a major 
public registry. Lisa led negotiations with key partners to form an innovative blend of 
public private carbon funding partnerships. She was also instrumental in launching 
the Native American Conservation Corps, a collaborative effort with local Indigenous 
nations and state and local agencies to provide workforce development opportunities 
in California State Parks for Native American men and women. The program blended 
modern forest and fire management training with traditional stewardship practices and 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TKE) sharing by elders and knowledge keepers. 



Tom Davidson, Leadership Nature
Tom is a leadership development professional with a background in forestry. For the first part of his career, Tom held 
field positions with the Maryland Forest Service and Chesapeake Paper and Forest Products Companies, involving 
environmental education, landowner assistance, land management, and procurement. He later transitioned to leader-
ship roles in two paper manufacturing organizations, including public affairs, media relations, human resources, train-
ing, and organization development, culminating as vice president of human resources and organization development 
for Wisconsin Tissue Mills, Inc. Since 1999, Tom has been in private practice as a leadership development consultant, 
trainer and executive coach in his own firm, Leadership Nature. A Fellow of the Society of American Foresters, Tom 
holds a bachelor’s of science in forestry and a bachelor’s in science in agricultural Economics from North Carolina 
State University, a master’s degree in business administration from the University of Richmond, and a master’s of 
science in organization development form The American University in Washington, DC. He is also author of The 8 
Greatest Mistakes New Managers Make and co-author of RangeFinder, the DISC Assessment Instrument for Natural 
Resource Professionals. 

Lisa Northrop, Associate Deputy Chief for Business Operations, USDA Forest 
Service
Previously, Lisa served as Deputy Regional Forester at the Pacific Northwest Re-
gion of the USDA Forest Service. She worked with the Regional Forester’s Team to 
provide coordination, guidance and direction to the 17 Forest Service units located 
in Oregon and Washington. In her prior career, Lisa served as the Forest Supervisor 
of the Mt. Hood National Forest in Oregon. Her USDA Forest Service career began 
on the Angeles National Forest in California. Previously, Lisa served in a variety of 
positions that connect natural resources with people including the USDOI Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, the County of San Bernadino in California, the St. John’s River Wa-
ter Management District in Florida, the U.S. Agency for International Development 
in Nicaragua, the U.S. Department of Energy in South Carolina, the Sierra Nevada 
Aquatic Research Laboratory in California, and the U.S. Peace Corps in Guatemala. 
Lisa holds a Bachelor of Science degree in environmental science from University of 
California, Riverside, and a Master of Science degree in geography with a palynology 
focus from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 

John “Chris” Maisch CF, President, Society of American Foresters
Chris served 15 years as the State Forester and Director of the Alaska Division of 
Forestry and Wildfire Protection (DOF) until his retirement in 2021. He spent the 
first half of his career as a forester and director at Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc, 
an Alaskan Native Corporation in Interior Alaska. He has been a leader within the 
National Association of State Foresters (NASF), including President in 2014. He has 
testified numerous times before Congress as a subject matter expert on forestry and 
wildfire management. He is a forestry graduate of the University of Michigan. His 
residents are in Fairbanks, Alaska or aboard his boat “SV Growler” on Lake Huron, 
Michigan. He is an active volunteer with the National Ski Patrol, and a first responder 
at the local ski area.



THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 SPONSORS

Foresters Fund


